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^'t am iadebted to Col. Swett^s interesting and valuable History of the 
Battle."— Gov. Everett. 

.'*The most correct and perfect account which has been given, was by 
Col. Swett." — A. Bradford's History. 

"One of the most valuable and authentic records connected with the 
fiistory of the Revolution.*' — Courier, by Pres, Bunker U. Monument Ass, 

The now classical authority on the subject by Col. Swett. — Christian 
BxamineTi 
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ItUmiCT Of XABBACHUIXTTSi TO VIT *. 

Diariei CUrVt OJiet. 

BE H remembered, that on the pinth day of September, A.D. 1818, In the forty-tblrd vear of 
tbe Independence of the Unitet^ State* of ^mertco, Samuel Swett of the said District, has 
deposited in this Office the title of a boo1^ the right whereof he claims as Aatbor, in the wwds 
following, to toit : 

Historical and topographleal Sketch of Bunker HiU Battle, with a plan. ByS. Swett. 

In ctonform i^ to the act of the Oongrets of the United States, entitled, *' An act for the 
enooniagement of learning, bj securing tiie copies of maps, charts and books, to the authocs 
and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein mentioned:" and also to an act, 
entitled, **An act supplementary to an act, entitled an act for the encouragement of learning, 
by securing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such 
copies during the times therein mentioned ; and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of 
de si g ning , engraTbig and etching, historical and other piints.** 

^ *^ JOHN W. DAVIS, 

Clarlr •/ f As iXifriot •/ Mpna6km$M$. 






PRELIMINARY CHAPTER. 



PREBLE,* Ward, Pomeroy, Thomas, Heath, and Whit- 
comb, were appointed by the Mass. Congress generak of the 
militia, some detachments of which, having defeated the ene- 
my at Lexington and driven them into Boston, could no longer 
be retained in quarters. Only five days after the battle, 
Gen. Ward' writes Congress, that, unless they furnished him 
with enlisting orders immediately, he should be left entire- 
ly alone. The day before, however, that body had resol- 
ved, that an army of thirty thousand was necessary ;— 
that Massachusetts would raise thirteen thousand six hun- 
of the number i and that the other New England States 
should have notice given them, and be requested to furnish 
their respective proportions. But the battle of Lexington was 
a beacon fire to the neighbouring states. The hardy yeomen, 
whom rage supplied with arms, did not wait to be summoned 
by the tardy [frocess of legislation ; they seized their hunting 
pieces, and flew to join their brethren at the scene of danger. 

The Committee of Safety, elected anew by Congress at 
every session, were the real executive of Massachusetts. f 
They were empowered generally to watch over the safety of 
the commonwealth, and advise Congress of such measures as 
they thought beneficial, and expressly commissioned : 

'< To assemble such and so many of the Militia and them to 
dispose and place where and detain so long as said Committee 
shall judge necessary, and discharge said Militia when the safe- 
ty of the Colony will admit. And the oflicers of the said Mi- 



* Father of Com. Preble/ who did not accept. 

t The members were now John Hancock and Benjamin Greenieaf, who 
never toolc their seats ; John Pigeon, and Enoch Freeman, seldom present ; 
and Joseph Warren, chairman, Benjamin Church, Benjamin White, Joseph 
Palmer, Abraham Watson, Samuel Holten, Asor Orne, Nathan Cashing, and 
Richard Derens. — Secretary , Jonathan Hastingt. 
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litia are enjoined to obey the orders and directions of said 
Committee of Safety. And also to direct the army of this 
Colony to be stationed where said Committee of Safety shall 
judge most conducive to the defence and service of this Colo- 
ny, and the general and other officers of the army are request- 
ed to render strict obedience to such orders of said Commit- 
tee ; but Congress have power to control any order of the 
Committee of Safety. Al^o to aomiiiale persons to Congress 
to be commissioned officers in the army and to give enlisting 
orders to such persons as they think proper. And if any offi- 
cers be ready to be commissioned agreeable to the resolve of 
this Congress during the recess of the same the Committee 
shall Hfii up and deliver to them commiasions to be furoisbed 
S^id Committee in blank for that purpose.'' 

This comn^ittee distributed beating or enlisting orders to 
tl^Qse whom they thought qualified to raise recruits. Th^ num- 
ber of a cQiQpauY was reduced froiB one hundred to fifty-nine ; 
^^y one who oalisted this number was entitled to a captain's 
commissioa ; and hfi who procured ten companies to serve un-» 
detr him comi^anded the regiment. Mass. Congress issued an 
eloq^u^t address to the people, recruits came in with spirit, 
aD4 by tbe middle of June the New England army of citizen 
sgldiers, ieaZisted for a few montli^s,^ amounted to about fifteen 
thousand^ . j 

Qf these about tea thousand were of Massachusetts ; anima^ 
ted with the same love of liberty which inspired the whole, they 
were the raos^ thoroughly instructed in the rectitude of 
their omsc by Otis, who led the forlorn hope of the rev- 
olution, Jno. Adams, Quincy, Hancock, Sam'l Adams, and 
others. They were fighting battles peculiarly their own, in 
defence of their wives, children and homes, and had that war- 
like reputation to svipport, which they and their fathers ac- 
qi^ired froin co^tinqed triumpi^ over ferocious savages, and 
recent success at Novsi Scotia and Louii^boufg ov^r European 
ftoops.f 

f »i | . ■> »L i i. will > r r ■ !" ?■ 't r ' • i m * .■ n i un". n fii ■■ j ■> . <m ....■■. 

* CoQD. and R. I. to Dec. ; Mats, to Jan. 

t MASS. REGIMENTS AND FIELD OFFICERS. 

From Colonel*, lA. CoUneU, Major*. At 

Worcester. HonJlrtemas Ward. Jonatlwn Ward. Edw.Bam8, Tim. Big^v. Cambcidge. 

PlyoKMiUi. HoQ. John Thomas John Bailey. Tlios. MitclieU, Jno. Jacobs. Roxbury. 

^rUtA^ Timotby Wallier* NaOiM Leonard. Abi«l mtcbell. Do. 

Iplynoath. Th^philm Cotton* Icbabod Alden. Ebenezer Sprput, Po, 

Worovtter. Amu Whttcomb^ JMlab Whitney* Ephraim Sawy«r> Onipbridf «. 

Pq* Joseph Read. Eboseser Olapp* Oalvin Bmith. Boxbnry, 

Eilflt John Mansfield, |sr1 Botefiiiisoii, Ezra PptDam. Cambridge. 
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Mass. Congress, on the 10th May, ordered, • a regiment of 
artillery to be raised, it lyas scarcely organized yet ; the train 
consisted of one six, two brass,* and six iron three-pound can- 
non« Col. Richard Gridley, Lt. Col. Wm. Burbeck, Majors 
David Mason and Scarborough Gridley, were the field offi^- 
cets.f 

Rhode-Island had sent a regiment to Massachusetts imbued 
with the determined spirit of civil and religious Uberty, which 
the founder of their state maintained through every peril. 
Colonel Green was their commander, one of the most prom- 
ising heroes of the revolution. The elements of a soldier were 
so mixed in him, that his elevated rank among distinguished 
warriors was already anticipated. Under him were Lieut.CoL 
Olny and Maj. Box,{ an experienced English soldier. An 
artillery company with four field-pieces was attached to the 
corps. 

The hardy yeomanry of New Hampshire, beneath whose 
strokes the lofty forests and their savage inhabitants liad been 
levelled with the dust, who had been used to little control but 
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From Calorult. ^ 


Li. Colonels. 
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Wor.JtHam. Timothy nonieUoa. 


Wm. Sheppard. 


David Leonard. 


Roxlrary. 


tfkkllesex. WillUm PrMcott. 


John Robinson. 


Henry Wood. 


Cambridge. 


Essex. James Frye. 


James Briekftt. 


Thomas Peor. 


Do. 


M Iddleser. Ebenecer Drtdfe. 


Moses Parker. 


John BrookA 


Da. 


Berkahire. John Patltrm. 


BmklUmL 


Jecemlah Cady. 


Da 


HaiM. JaiDM Scamauu 


JoiiasimMoalton 


. Daniel Wood. 


Do. 


Wor^l^erk. Ebenexer Iicarned. 


Dajnforth Keyes. 


Jonathan Holman, 


Bozbary. 


Middlesex. Thomas Gardner. 


William Bond. 


Michael Jackson. 


Cambrid^. 


Do. & Wor. John Nixon. 


Thomas Nixon. 


John Butterick. 


Do. 


Raoi.l(Berk. Joha Fellows. 


Kathaa Eafer. 


1i€^}m^liuTuflpm. 


BoKbaiy. 


Worotster. Ephnlai BoollMle. - 


Bell's HoMen. 


WiHMd Moore. 


vamanaia* 


9oi.4Middl. Joaalhaii Brewer. 


WmJtaduainster. NaCbaoiel Cudworth. 


Da. 


J)o,k da* David Brewer. 


Rafas Putnam. 


Nathaniel Danielson. 


tioiimryf. 


Snffolk. Hon. William Heath 


John Graten. 


Jotham Lorijig, Jos. Vose. 


Do. 


Hampshire. BenJ.H.Woodbridsfe. Ab^ah Brown. 


William Stacey. 


Cambr. 


Essex. John Glorer. 


John Oeiiy. 


Gabriel Jehonxit. 


MarMeheadl 


Do. KtfsesLittlt. 


IsMe Smith. 


Jamas Collim. 


CanAr. 


Do. ItMidd. Samael Oerrish. 


LoBumillaUwiii. James Westesi. 


Dto.MiiMc» 








fc Chelsea. 



A number of companies, belons^ing^ to regiments at Roxbury, were at Braintree, Wey^* 
mouth, Hingbam, and other parts of Plymouth county. 

* The Hancock aod Adamt, •• adroitly taken by itratagem from a BrilitK 
guard in Boston. The two other pieces, taken near the game time and carrf<* 
ed to Rexbury, were donbtlesi in Gen. Thomas' camp. 

t Capts. Callender, Btirbeck, Trescott, Pierce, Cbadwick, Gridlcy^ Fopkin^ 
Crafts, Foster, and Badlam. 

\ Appointed Bri^.Maj. by Washington. 
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what the God of Nature imposed, were moved with indignation 
at approaching tyranny. They flocked as volunteers to the 
neighbourhood of Boston, and chose CoL Stark, Lieut. Col. 
Wyman, and Maj. M'Clary their leaders. Their colonel was 
worthy to command this formidable band ; he had been a dis- 
tinguished captain of Provincial Rangers received into the ser- 
vice of the crown, was at Quebec under Gen. Wolfe, and en- 
joyed half pay as a British officer, an offering he made with 
other sacrifices for the good of his country. — ^Their major also 
was a favourite officer. Nearly six feet and a half in height, 
with a Herculean form in perfect proportions, a voice like 
Stentor, and strength of Ajax ; ever . unequalled in athletic 
exercises, and unsubdued in single combat, whole bodies of 
men had been overcome by him, and he seemed totally uncon- 
scious that he was not equally unconquerable at the cannon's 
mouth. His mind and character were of the same grand and 
energetic cast with his person ; and though deficient in the ad- 
vantages of finished education, he had been a member of the 
state legislature, and his mercantile concerns were extensive. 

Colonel Sargent, driven from Massachusetts by the en- 
mity of Governor Hutchinson, resorted to Amherst, and 
and brought a small regiment from that part of New Hamp- 
shire.* And, on 15th June, another small regiment from New 
Hampshire, arrived under Col. Reed, Lieut. Col. Gilman, and 
Maj. Hale. 

Republican Connecticut, the secure asylum of the regicide 
judges, was behind none of the provinces in determined hostili- 
ty to Britain, for not only civil but religious liberty, paramount 
with her to all earthly considerations, was in danger. In her 
vocabulary the British were the Philistines, and Putnam, the 
American Samson,f a chosen instrument to defeat the foe ; 
and fortunately she inspired her confidence into all her sister 
states. With her usual sagacity, however, this province, not- 
withstanding a confident reliance on supernatural aid, employed 
all human means to secure it. Her State constitution and es- 
tablishments were unchanged, her troops the best armed, dis- 
ciplined, and provisioned, in the army. 



* Col Sar^ent*8 Lett. 

So completely had almosC every circumstance relative to the battle been 
permitted to gink into oblivion, that the aathor could not in 1818 discover to 
what province this whole regiment belonged, but presumed to Massachusetts, 
where the Col. did ; what renders it more striking, Gen.Dearb()rn,of the N.H. 
<roops, seems to have forgotten it ; be mentions two other regiments only as 
coming from New Hampshire. 

t N. E Chron. Aug. '75. 
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On the first news of the battle of Lexington, Putnam mount- 
ed his horse, rode night and day till he arrived at Cambridge, 
and attended a Council of War on the 21st April, when the 
parole was Putnam.* His troops soon followed him ; Storrs 
was Lieut. Col. and Durkee, who had served with him through 
the whole war of '56, with distinguished reputation, the Maj. 
of his regiment. Brig. Gen. Spencer, Lieut. Col. Willis, and 
Maj. Mayo, Col. Waterbury and Col. Parsons came also with 
the Connecticut troops, in all about three thousand. Capt. 
Coit, who had lost an eye, was next to M'Clary in stature and 
intrepidity ; he commanded an independent company of New- 
London mariners, and Chester another independent company 
from Weathersfield, the elite corps of the army. As such it 
was selected, on the 6th June, to escort Gen. Putnam and 
Warren, President of Congress, to Charlestown, on the ex- 
change of prisoners with the British. 

The scene of their meeting was hallowed by the flag of truce 
which waved over it, and sacred to the rites of hospitality and 
friendship. The officers on both sides were personal friends, 
though arrayed against each other in public hostility. Between 
Putnam and the British officers, especially, these ties had been 
cemented by the mutual perils and intimate associations of the 
camp, during the long war of '56, and their present opposition 
served only to make their aflfection glow with a more genial 
warmth. These rugged sons of Mars, from the impulse of 
feeling, rushed into each others' arms ; bravery proved its 
natural alliance with the finer feelings of the human heart ; 
the fell spirit of civil war was softened. The British were en- 
tertained by Putnam and Warren as their guests. 

The army was under the command of Artemas Ward, com- 
missioned the 21st of May, as general and commander in chief 
of the Massachusetts forces. His general orders were copied 
and obeyed by all the troops in Massachusetts to whatever 
Province they belonged, and the officers were ordered on 
courts martial, and the usual routine of duty without any dis- 
tinction whatever.* Mass. Congress also resolved, on the 
23d of May, that a Lteut.Gen., two Maj.Gens., four Brig., two 
Adj. and two Qr. Mr. Gens, should be appointed. 

Gren. Ward was a gentleman of liberal education, vigorous 
understanding and distinguished probity. He had been a mem- 
ber of the council, speaker of the assembly, and chief justice of 
one of the courts in Massachusetts. He professed the rigid 
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tenets of New England religion, and his rank and character 
commanded an extensive influence in the country. He had 
also served with reputation in tlie war of '66, was. a lieut. coL 
at tlie storming of Ticonderoga, under Gen. Abercrombie, and 
soon after commanded the regiment. He had also been a 
CoL of militia, an offiee from which Grov. Hutchinson relieved 
him on account of his being too true a patriot. 

Gen. Thomas received the appointment of Lieut. Gen. which 
he accepted the 27th of May. As a gentleman of honor, supe*- 
nor talents and education, a pure patriot, a gallant, enterprizing 
soldider, his character commanded universal confidence. He 
had served in the former war -with reputation, and ahready dis- 
tinguished himself in this. Being in command at Roxbury 
with a feeble force, Gen. Grage had determkied to drive him 
from that important post. But his vigilance detected the de- 
sign, and by a ruse de guerre he defeated it, manoeuvring his 
troops in sight of the enemy, he gave them the appearance of 
much ' greater numbers than be possessed, and the enemy re-* 
linquished the enterprize.* 

The veteran Gren. Pomeroy of Northampton continued with ^ 
the new levied troops under his old commission, not having yet 
received a new appointment, and assisted in organizing the 
army. He was a hardy intrepid adventurous soldier, a keen 
and celebrated hunter, an honest, open hearted man. He had 
acquired a distinguished reputation in the war of '56, when 
military fame was the reward of individual prowess and pri-* 
vate enterprise, and left the service a laurelled captain of Pro- 
vincials. He commanded a company under Sit William John-* 
son in the celebrated engagement when the French and Lh 
dians, under the Baron Dieskau, were defeated. To our cap- 
tain the honor of having slain the Baron was awarded over 
rival claims, and the baron's watch was bestowed on him as a 
trophy to be transmitted with his fame to posterity .f He was 
in fact the natural military chieftain of bis neighbourhood, and 
may well be styled the Putnam of Connecticut river. 

Gen. Whitcomb bore a close resemblance in history and 
character to Pomeroy. He appeared with the militia at Lex- 
ington battle, but was too old for service. He received the 
appointment of Muster Master, with Col. Benjamin, and on 
12tb June of Maj. Gen. which he declined. 

On the 14th of June, Joseph Warren^ was elected a major 
general of Massachusetts. In his character the heroism of an- 
.— — — — < ^__«.___»— ____—— . , 

* Gordon. 

t It is yet retained in his family. 

t " Un des ces homines, dont la nature est avare/* 
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tiquity combined with the romastic chivalry of the middle ages. 
An accomplished scholar ; gifted with disdoguished genius, 
bis mind was stored with the treasures of classic erudition. A 
model as an orator ; ardent, elegant, and impressive, selected 
twice to address Us fellow citizens in pubUc, his eloquence 
burst asunder those strong ties by which nature bound them 
to the mother country. A patriot, pure and without reproach ; 
his favourite maxim was '' Dulce et decorum est pro patria 
mori." An eminent physician ; his superb character soared 
far beyond the narrow limits of his profession. In person 
handsome, in manners elegant and accomplished, he was the 
favorite of the drawing room, and qualified to shine in the 
i^ghest circles of fashion. But the cause of liberty, of his 
country, and mankind, summoned him to a destiny by far more 
exalted. Chairman of the Committee of Safety, and Presi- 
dent of the Provincial Congress, he remembered that, in the 
simplicity of ancient republics, the most distinguished legisla- 
tors were also the most devoted warriors. As a volunteer 
he accompanied Gen. Putnam to one of the islands, where, in a 
a warm engagement, the enemy were defeated and one of 
their vessels destroyed ;* and his head had been grazed by a 
ball from the enemy at the batde of Lexington. 

Gen. Ward's quarters were at Cambridge, with about 8,000 
Massachusetts troops, and 1000 from Connecticut. The latter, 
with Sargent's and Patterson's regiments, were under the im- 
mediate command of Gen. Putnam, in a central and advanced 
posiuon near Inman's farm, where the enemy landed previou;3 
to the batde of Lexington. Some slight breastworks were 
throwii up by these troops, and a considerable redoubt erected 
near the Charlestown road, a mile and a half from Cambridge, 
where Col. Patterson's regiment was stationed. Four compa- 
nies of artillery with, and one without field pieces, were also at 
Cambridge. 

. The right wing of the army, consisting of about 2000 Mas- 
sachusetts, 2000 Connecticut, and 1000 R. L troops, was at 
Roxbury, under command of Lieut. Gen. Thomas, who had 
with him three or four companies of artillery, with small field 
pieces, and one or two large cannon. He extended a portion 
of his troops towards the seaboard in Dorchester. 

At Medford were about one thousand New Hampshire troops 
under Colonels Reed and Stark, and a detachment of the same 
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* Put nam headed liis men ou (his attack up to his middle in mud and water. 

N. H. Qaz. Jnei '75 
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troops with three companies of Crerrish's regiment at Chels^ar, 
forming the left wmg of the army, A large guard, part of Lit- 
tle^s and other regiments, were stationed at Lecbmere point, 
on the evening of 16th Jane. 

All these troops were hardy, brave, and athletic. ^ Almost 
every soldier would rival Tell as a marksman, and aim his 
weapon at an oppressor with as keen a refish. Those from 
the frontier had gained diis address against the savages and 
beasts of the forest ; the country abounded with game, all were 
familiar with hunting ; and the amusement universal through- 
out New England was the trial of skill with the rausket. These 
troops were also reKgious, and their respect for the opinions of 
the clergy unbounded. But the religion of their clergy was 
republican in its nature ; they had the most lively antipathy to 
church establishments, and dread of royal oppression. To 
avoid the expense of chaplains, the clergy in the neighbour- 
hood of the camp were invited by Congress to perform divine 
service, thirteen of them every sabbath ; a request they 
punctually complied with. Three or four chaplains, however, 
were attached to the army,* and prayed with Ae troops every 
morning on the common. 

The confidence of the array in their officers was implicit and, 
as it appears from the characters already described, richly merit- 
ed. But, besides their superior officers, many of the subordh- 
nate officers and privates had served in the army in the war of 
'45 or of '56. 

Their confidence was at present elevated to an excess by 
the recent and unexpected ccnquests, which their arms had 
accomplished. Besides the victory at Lexington, and success- 
ful skirmishes in the neighbourhood of Boston, they had just* 
learned, that Arnold,f who had received a colonel's commis- 
sion and troops from the Committee of Safety of Massachu- 
chusetts, had, in alliance with other New England forces, 
achieved the important conquest of Crown Point and Ti- 
conderoga. These troops were also sensible that they were 
fighting in their own cause, and were exalted into heroes by 
an ardent love of liberty, a maddening, indignant sense of op- 
pression. This indignation burned with new fury from a re- 
cent proclamation of Grov. Gage, denouncing them all as rebels, 

* Rev. Jos. Thaiter of Ed^ artown was one of them, who made an audible 
aad eioquent prayer belbre an atteniUy •€ iM),000 at the celebration on 17. 
June last. 

t Arnold came to Cambridge immediately after Lexington battle with an 
independent Conn, company, and oflOered his services for any dang»rouf cd- 
tftrprize, to the Com. of Safety. 
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aod especially the proseribed patriots Hancock and Adamsiy 
their abettors, adherents, and associates. 

Excepting diese characteristics, faoweVer, they were defi- 
cient in almost ev^ry important requisite of an army. Their 
arms were wretchedly defective, and the bayonet ahnost uni- 
irersally wanting. They were strangers to discipline and al- 
most to subordination. Though nominally oi^anized into regi- 
ments, these were deficitot in numbers, many of them only skele«>. . 
tons, and their respectire ranks not ascertained. Some of 4 
these troops were yet serving as minutemen,^ and the officers* 
in a number of regiments were not commissioned. Tents were 
not provided, the commissariat, quarter-master's department, 
and staff were yet unorganissed.f The several towns sent suf- 
ficient provisions to their troops, but with irregularity and 
waste. 

Col. Gridley was appointed chief, and Wm. Burbeck second 
engineer ; but the latter was attached to the ordnance depart^ 
naept, and Gridley had no assistant engineers. It was impos- 
sible for him to supply this defect, and he was almost too old 
for service ; but, if military science, skill, and experience could 
have overcome these difficulties, there was not an officer in 
America more capable of accomplishing it. 

He was bom in Boston, 1711, and brother of J. Gridley, 
^ the giant of the law." Uncommon genius, improved by su- 
perior education, prepared him for an elevated standing. Ap^ 
and learned in every branch of mathematics ; of romi^tic 
honor, chivalrous ambition, and adventurous bravery, nature 
made him a soldier ; and art could not make him a merchant. 
The attempt was relinquished, and, like Washington, he em- 
ployed himself as a practical surveyor and civil engineer. Af* 
ter the decease of his brother, who held the office, he was elected 
Grand Master of Masons. Military science he studied with 
enthusiasm and acquired with £%cility, and in '45 he commen- 
ced his military career. 

Massachusetts raised an army ^ three thousand tm> hun- 
dred men, New Hampshire added. three and Connepticut five 



* Minute men were raised, by advice of a aieeAiog of Boston patriots^ m 
early as '72, and 29 Oct. ^74 Mass. Congress enjoin on the militia to choose 
company officers, these field officers, the Matter to enlist | at least of their 
respective companies, and form into companies of not less than 60, who shall 
equip and be prepared at the shortest notice, officer theteselves in the manner 
of the militia, the company officers to form battalions of 9 companies. 

t John Pigfeon was appointed -Cammissary ; no depqties were appointed 
till L July. The first Adj. Gen. appointed was Wm. Henshawonthe 27th June. 
Sam'l Brewer was Adj. Gen. to Thomas. 
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hundred, to conquer the Island of Cape BreUm. In this army 
he received the appointment of engineer and commander of tiie 
artillery. Under the instruction of Bastide, a distinguished 
engineer, he became at once an adept in his profession, and, 
like Archimedes, acquired celebrity in the war of sieges. With 
scientific accuracy he pointed the mortar which, on the third 
fire, threw a shell into the citadel of Louisbourg, one grand 
cause of its surrender, and the conquest of Cape Breton. He 
was rewarded by a captaincy in Gov. Shirley's regiment on 
the British establishment ; peace left him on half pay, and in 
'52 he attended the governor to the Kennebeck, and erected 
forts Western and Halifax. 

In '55 he again entered the service as chief engineer and 
colonel of infantry. In '56 he was commander of the proyifi* 
cial artillery, under Gen. Winslow, in the expedition against 
Crown Point, and proceeded to Lake George, where he erect- 
ed fortifications. In '57 he sailed for Halifax, intended for. 
Louisbourg, but the expedition was arrested by the French 
fleet. In '58 he revisited his earliest field of glory, and was at 
the second taking of Louisbourg, under Gen. Amherst. He 
had the superintendence of the ordnance stores, and was so 
distinguished in the siege, as were all the New England troops, 
that the general tendered him the valuable furniture of the 
governor's house, a present which, from chivahrous delicacy, he 
declined. 

At the siege of Quebec, he enjoyed the distinguished lionor^ 
of commanding the provincial artillery under the immortal 
Wolfe.^ Gen. Amherstfounditimpossibleto join the expedition; 
notwithstanding which, the audacious commander, seconded by 
Gridley and his other officers, determined to achieve the con- 
quest without him. In the glorious battle, which ensued, Grid- 
ley proved himself worthy to fight by his side. Gridley's ser- 
vices were acknowledged and rewarded. The Magdalen 
islands with an extensive seal and cod fishery, and half pay as 
a British officer, were conferred on him. At the commence- 
ment of the revolution his British agent, by order of govern- 
ment, enquired to what party be devoted his services. His 



* With the utmost difficulty two pieces only could be raised to the heights 
of Abraham ; the g^rnpe sho% from these made great havoc among the enemy . 

Knox' 9 Camp, in ^mer. 

The respectable intelligent children of Col. Gridley, from whom we derived 
most of our information concerning him^ stated from recollection that he 
commanded these pieces. 
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magnanimoas answer was, " he never drew bis sword but io 
*^ the cause of justice, and such he considered to be his coun- 
<< try's." His half pay ceased, and the arrears ahready due 
he had too much spirit to receive. 

.The British army in Boston, at the time of Lexington battle, 
were about four thousand, under Gen. Gage, the governcnr of 
Massachusetts. He had served with eclat in Europe and 
America, had married an American lady, was popular in the 
country, and disposed to moderate expedientsy until he sacri* 
ficed bis own judgment to the advice of violent partizans. By 
the last of May, large rdnforcements arrived, and the whole 
consisted of the following regiments : the 4th, 5th, 10th, 14th, 
3 companies of the Idth, 23d, 35th, 38th, 43d, 47th, 52d, 59th, 
63d, 2 companies of the 65th, and the 67th. These amounted to 
about 10,000 troops, under Gens. Gage, Howe, Clinton, Bur* 
goyne, Pigot, Grant, and Robinson, Lords Percy and Rawdon ; 
Col. Abercrombie, Williams, and others ; the most distinguish- 
ed officers and choicest troops of the British empire. The 
52d, Royal Irish, and the 23d or Welsh fusileers,^ had been 
the most, signalised. There was also a squadron of cavalry, 
for whose use a house of God| was sacrilegiously assumed. 

The light in&ntry were encamped on the heights of West 
Boston ; there was a strong battery for cannon and mortars on 
Copps Hill, facing Charlestown, and strong lines and batteries 
across the neck on the side of Roxbury ; a battery at the 
northern extremity of the town, another on Fort hill, one at 
Fox hill on the common, where the marines, artillery, and 6th 
Regt. were encamped, 3 on the western shore of the common 
facing Cambridge, where the Royal Irish were stationed, and 
there were troops at Barton's point. 

The British were equally sanguine, and as confident of suc- 
cess as their enemy, for whom, as soldiers, they entertained a 
sovereign contempt. This opinion was nourished by their offi- 
cers who had served with those of the Provincials, when they 
were degraded below British officers of similar commissions, 
and the generals were allowed no rank with those of tlie mother 
country. They were confirmed in the same opinion from the 
ordinary arms and uncouth dress of the American troops,f 
worn by them unchanged from the plough or the workshop, 



* Prince of Wales's Reg^t. From a tradition that a former Prince had rid- 
den to England on a g^at ; one, with g\\6ed boms, was maintained by the 
corps, and they celebrated the anniversary of the feat. 

X Old South. 

t Many soldiers wore leather aprons on parade. 
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and Che want of discipline and subordination which signalisod 
their camp. They were also enthusiastic admirers of their 
government and constitution ; king and parliament they consid- 
ered omnipotent, and die Americans ungrateful, unnatural rebels, 
on whom they burned to inflict exemplary punishment. 

llieir narrow quarters galled their pride ; Burgoyne de^ 
elared they would have elbow room, and Gen. Gage proclaimed 
his mortification *^ that the Americans affected to hold th^ 
British army besieged." Notwithstanding the superior and iir» 
creasing numbers of the foe, they determined to leave thd 
town, and take Charlestown and Dorchester heights. The 
busy preparation had commenced to possess themselves of the 
latter on die 18th of June,^ but the Americans before th^ 
provided other occupation for their arms. 

•The Americans were impatient to be led against the enemy. 
They were unable to appreciate the necessity of discipline, or 
to understand the unorganized state of the army in every de- 
partment ; but the hardships and expense of service they sore- 
ly realized. Many of the officers were favourable to the wish- 
es of the men. They bad been used to the loose service of 
rangers, and could not weigh the requisitions of a regular army, 
and the country was growing dissatisfied with their inaction. 
Gen. Putnam, Col. Prescott, and other veterans, demanded 
that advantage should be taken of this disposition of the men; 
The udlity of the frequent and successful skirmishes they had 
already engaged in was immense. They promised themselves 
sdll higher advantage from an affair more important, but short 
of a general engagement. They knew, that, could the enemy 
be induced to engage a formidable detachment, their inferiority 
with the musket would make them deeply rue any advantage 
ihey might gain, while it would convert our army into soldiers ; 
and these beneficial results would be doubled, could the Amer«. 
icans be covered by intrenchments. Putnam urged his fa- 
vourite maxim, " the Americans are not at all afraid of their 
*^ heads, though very much afraid of their legs ; if you cover 
** these they will fight forever.*' Before the Council of War, 
in continual session, these arguments were under consideration. 

The same momentous question had been debated in the 
Committee of Safety. They received information, from their 
emissaries, that the enemy intended to advance into the coun- 
try, and possess themselves of the commanding heights of 
Charlestown and Dorchester. The necessity of anticipating 
them in a project so fatal to America for the purpose of pre- 

* Burgojnt, 



venting tbeir advance into the country, destroymg their ship- 
ping, and rendering the town too hot for them was stcoogly 
urged* 

But this course was opposed by formidable, and ahooost in- 
superable difficulties. The army seemed called on to keep 
themselves rigidly oo the defensive till they were better disci^ 
plined and prepared for battle ; and what was still miMre im- 
portant, they had not gunpowder. There were deven barrels 
only in the public depots, and but sixty seven in Massachusetts* 
These heights completely overlooked the town, and it was im- 
possible for the. enemy to suffer the Americans to keep them 
without the most desperate efforts ; and a general engaigemei^ 
This and the cannonade they would be compelled to maintain 
to answer that of the enemy, (f$»r if omitted it would betray their 
secret,deficiency of powder) were entirely beyond their means. 
Gen. Pomeroy, however, took council of his courage, and with 
imbouaded confidence in the skill of his countrymen ^^ would 
*^ fight the enemy with but five cartridges a piece. He was 
*^ practbed in bunting, and always broi^ht home two, and 
*^ sometimes three deer, with but three charges of powder ; die 
^' mien had generally supplied themselves with powder aa mili'- 
^' tia, and the pubhc could easily make good their deficiency.'' 
To Ward and Warren's objection, that the enterprize would 
lead to a general engagement ; Putnam aila^ered, *^ we wtB 
risk only 200CI men, we will go on with these and d^end our- 
selves as long as possible, and, if driven to retreat, we arb more 
active than the enemy and every stone wall shall be lined with 
tbeir dead^ and at the worst, suppose us surrounded and no re- 
treait, we will set our country an example of which it shall not be 
ashamed, and teach mercenaries what men can do determined 
to live or die free.'' Warren walked the floor, leaned on his 
chair, ^^ almost thou persuadest me. Gen. Putnam," said he ; 
*' but I must still think the project rash *, if you execute it, how- 
ever, you will not be surprised to find me by your side." ^^ I 
hope not," said Putnam, " you are young, and your country 
has much to hope from you in council and the field ; let us who 
are old and can be spared begin the fray, there will be time 
enough for you hereafter, it will not soon be over."* 

To encourage discipline and emulation, and brave the enemy, 
Putnam marched in face of them with all the troops from Cani- 
bridge to Charlestown, about the 1 0th of June. And about the 
same time, to suppcHrt the policy of engaging the enemy in as 



* €S«n. Potimm's stattmeBt t« kis son:. 
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affiur, he reconnoitred die country with other ofiicers. A po^ 
sition perfectly suited to their purpose, which does honour to 
their coup d'oeil and military skill, they found in the fields of 
Charlestown, and examined minutely.* 

By the direction of Gen. Ward, Col. Gridley and Col. Hen- 
shaw, accompanied by Mr. Devens, bad examined this part of 
the country in May, and reported in favour of fortifying Pros- 
pect Hill first, Bunker Hill next, and lastly Breeds Hill.f 

The settlement of Charlestown and the fields are situated on 
a peninsula, with Charles River on the south, and Mystic riv- 
er on the north. It is eleven hundred yards across from north 
to south, and one mile forty three rods in length from east to 
west, at which extremity the two rivers approach each other, 
and form a neck of land but one hundred and thirty yards over. 
Breed's. Hill, 62 feet high, is long, the eastern end rather steep, 
the western sinking gradually ; the south side is very steep, and 
at the bottom of it was Charlestown. The north side is steep, 
and protected at the bottom by a small impassable slough ; be- 
yond this, north, is a tongue of land, 20 feet above Mystic River, 
which bounds it on the north. This tongue of land runs east 
parallel with Breed's to within two hundred and fifty yards of 
Morton's Hilt. Morton's Hill, 35 feet in height, lies northeast 
from Breed's.^ The ground between the tongue of land and 
Breed's Hill, and beyond the eastern end of it and Morton's Hill 
was low and marshy. On part of this low land, however, were 
a number of brick kilns, and a sluice way by which the whole 
might be inundated at high tide, which on the 17th June was at 
\ past 9. The tongue of land at its western extremity termina- 
tes in Bunker Hill, which on this side has a considerable slope, 
and on all its other sides is exceedingly steep. It is 110 feet 
high, bears northwest from Breed's, which it completely com- 
mands ; their summits being distant from each odier one hun- 
dred and thirty rods only. A narrow road ran from the neck 
over Bunker Hill, between the tongue of land and Breed's Hiil^ 
and entirely round Breed's Hill, approaching very near its 
summit on the south. 

Even the daring enterprise of Warren hesitated at the difli-! 
culties, apparently insurmountable, which opposed our taking 
and maintaining possession of the heiglits of Charlestown. Bui 
the Committee of Safety, of which he was chairman, and in 
which he opposed the measure, and the Council of War, adopted 
a difiTerent opinicm. Like a genuine patriot, his own opinion 



* Stephen Codman Eiq. and Col. Putnam. 
t Col. Henshaw. 
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was fefgotten, Und he jdfied heart and hand widi his b^ethrta 
to command success. 

On the 1 5th of June, the Committee of Safety passed the 
following votes : 

'^ Whereas this Committee lately applied to the Hoft. theCon'- 
gress of this colony, for an augmentation of the army now in 
the ricinity of Boston, and as smne ciroamstances hare since 
taken place, which strengthened the arguments then used ia 
favour of the said augm^tation ; particularty that many of 
the &en expected reinforcements for Gen. Gage's army are 
Sffiived ; that Gen. Gage has issued a very extraordinary pro- 
clamation, in which the inhabitants of Massachusetts are, in the 
most explicit manner, declared rebels ; and various accounts 
have been brought to this Committee of the movements of Gen. 
Gage's army, and that he intends soon to make another attempt to 
penetrate into the country : From the consideration of all 
which premises, together with that of our army. Resolved, that 
the good and welfare of the colony requires that there be an 
immediate augmentation of said army, that such soldiers in the 
army as be destitute of arms be immediately supplied there^ 
with, that such regiments of militia as be destitute of officers be 
immediately filled up, in such manner as the Hononrabte Cknr 
gress may direct ; and that all the militia in the colony be (n> 
dered to bold themselves in readiness to march, on the short* 
est notice, comfdetely equipped, having thirty ronxids of cer^ 
fridges per man ; all which is earnestly recommended to the 
immediate consideration of the Honourable Congress now nt*- 
ting in Watertown. To which the Committee would beg leave 
to add a general recommendation to the people, to go to meetr 
ing armed on the Lord's day, in order to prevent being thrown 
into confusion." On the same day they passed the following 
vote, which, for secrecy, was not recorded until the 19di of 
June : — ** Whereas it appears of importance to die safety of 
this colony that possession of the hill called Bunker Hiii, k&* 
Charlestown, be securely kept and defended, and also sonei 
one hill or hills on Dorchester Neck be likewise secured, 
therefore resolved unanimously, that it be recommended to the 
Council of War that the above mentioned Bunker Hill be 
maintained by sufficient force being posted there ; and as the 
particular situation of Dorchester Neck is unknown to thie 
Committee, they advise that the Council of War take and pur- 
sue such steps respecting the same, as to them shall appear to 
be for the security of this colony." , On the same day it was 
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ordered, <* thai Captain Benjamin White and Colonel Joseph 
Palmer be a committee to join with the committee from the 
Council of War, to proceed to the Roxbury camp, there to 
consult with the general officers on matters of importance, and 
to communicate to them a resolve this day passed, in this 
Committee, respecting Bunker Hill in Charlestown, and Dor* 
Chester Neck." The Provincial Congress prepared an elo- 
quent and energetic answer to Grov. Gage's proclamation, to be 
issued on the 16th of June, in which Gov. Grage and Admiral 
Graves are excepted from die general amnesty, to respond to 
the proscription of Hancock and Adams ; but this paper con* 
test was forgotten in the bloody battle which ensued. 



THE BATTLE. 

ON the 10th of Jude '75^ the sun fell with its full force on the 
American camp,* the earth was parched up, but the vigorous 
frames and patriotic spirit of the soldiers were proof against its 
influence. With the advice of the Council of War, General 
Ward issued orders to Col. WiUiam Prescott, Col. Bridge, and. 
the commandant of Frye'sf regiment, to be prepared for an 
expedition, with all their men fit for service, and one day's 
provisions. The same order issued for one hundred and twen- 
ty of Gen. Putnam's regiment, and Capt. Gridley's company 
of artillery with two field pieces. 

With these troops Col. Prescott was ordered to proceed to 
Charlestown in the evening, take possession of Bunker Hill, 
and erect Uie requisite fortifications to defend it. His orders 
were to be kept profoundly seeret, and provisions and refresh- 
ments were to be sent in the morning, with as many more 



* Gen. Ward's camp was the town of Cambridge and vicinity ; the sol- 
diers were quartered in Colleges, and whatever buildings they could find to 
shelter them for a mile or two around, especially the country seats of refu- 
gees. The Episcopal church was used for barracks, and the organ pipes 
melted into bullets ; to our ancestors the whizzing of a ball against the enemy 
was more agreeable music than the profane strains of a church organ, they 
had quite as little respect for Episcopal churches as the enemy had for puri- 
tanical meeting houses. 

t Col. Frye was ill with gout, Pres. of a Court Martial, and a much older offi* 
cer than Prescott. 
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ttoops as should be necessary to reinforce him. Three of 
Bridge's companies did not join the detachment, but one or 
tfro small fatigue parties from other regiments joming, the 
whole amounted to about 1000 men. 

They were assembled early in the evening and attended a 
solemn prayer on Cambridge Common, offered up by the Rev. 
President Langdon, of Harvard College. 

Not an officer in the army could have been selected better 
deserving the honor of the appointment, or more able to exe- 
cute the arduous enterprise, than Col. Prescott. In this vet-* 
eran, age already began to display its ravages ; but the fire of 
his youth was undamped. He was of Pepperell, and early left 
in affluence by the decease of his father. He soon received a 
commission in the provincial army, and, with many of his neigh** 
bourhood, who enlisted, joined the forces under Gen. Winslow, 
and assisted in the conquest of Nova Scotia. His military 
talents attracted admiration, and he was urged by the British 
officers to accept a commission in the Toyal army. But he 
would not consent to be separated from his brave soldiers and 
eountrymen, and returned to his estate. The soldiers, who 
had served under him, still continued to consider him their 
head. Like the chief of a feudal clan, he received them all 
with open doors at his hospitable mansion, and in the habits he 
had acquired in camps his property was expended for their 
relief, comfort, or entertainment, as freely as they were ready 
on every occasion to shed their blood under his command* He 
was now a member of the Mass. C<»igress. 

His figure was tall and commanding, and his countenance 
grave, ardent, and impressive as his character. With this 
presence, and his formidable sword, he needed no uniform to 
distinguish him as a leader. In a simple calico frock he head- 
ed the detachment which left camp at dark, and proceeded to 
Gharlestown. Col. Prescott led the way with two sergeants, 
having dark lanterns open only to the rear, about six paces in 
front of the troops. 

Gen. Putnam, having th^ |Mrkicipal direction and superinten- 
dence of the expedition, and the chief engineer, Col. Gridley, 
accompanied the detachment. Putnam's eldest son was a 
Capt. under him ; his youngest, only 16 years old, a volunteer, 
tells us, ^^ At sunset my father said to me, ' you will go to 
Mrs. Inman's to-night as usual ; stay there to-morrow, and if 
they find it necessary to leave town, you must go with them.' — 
From this order, and attending circumstances, 1 knew there 
was to be a military movement, in which my father would par- 



ticifiate. My imagmaboa figured faim as mangled with wovndi^ 
aad no one to aid him ; and I earnestly entrealed permissioa 
to accompany him. ^ You, dear fatbery' I said^ ^ may need mf 
assistance much more than Mrs. Inman, pray let me go wber^e 
you are going.' ^ No, no, Daniel, do as I have bid you,' was 
the reply, which he affected to give sternly, while, bis voice 
faltered and his eyes filled, as if entering into my feelings, he 
added, ^ You can do little, my son, where I am going, and 
there will be enough to take care of me.' " Hia 900 reluctant 
ly obeyed. 

Profound mystery hung over the object of the expedition 
till they crossed Charlestown neck and found the wagons load* 
ed with intrenching tools, fascines, gabions, and empty 
hogsheads. 

. The officers were hastening to order arms to be stacked, 
and the fortifications comxtteQced, when a most serious Gonfu** 
sion arose as to the point tp be fortified. None of the heighta 
excepting Bunker's wfre yet distinguished by name, and tbi3 
was expressly designated as the one to be fortified ; though th# 
most commanding and defensible position, it was too far from 
the enemy to annoy their army and shipping ; Breed's HiU 
was far better adapted to the important objeetg of the expedi"< 
tion, and better suited tlie adventurous spirit of the command** 
ing officers* Their most invaluable momaits were wasted 
without coming to a conclusion, though the wary and ^cientificr 
engineer again and again urged them to determine at once m 
the ground, or it would be impossible to complete the requisite 
fortifications*^ 

Breed's Hill was at length concluded on, and Gridley laid 
QMt the works immediately' with skill which would honor any 
engineer in the highesft advance of military science. The te^ 
*doubt on the summit of the hill was about eight rods square. 
'The strongest side, or front, in form of a redan, faced Charlesh 
Ipwn, prote.cting the south side of the hill. The eastern side 
commanded a very extensive field, and a breastwork ran in a. 
line with it north down to the skHi^b^i) between the 9Quth md 



* Gov. Brooks's statement. 

Mass. Congress, in the hiirry of the times, say, Breed's Hlit was taken hy 
autnke. J here coutd be no mistake. Patoam, as we know from fait son 
and Stephen Codman Esq., — and Gridley, as we know from Col. Henshaw,-r« 
had previously reconnoitred the ground. That Bunker Hill was ordered to be 
fortified is certain from Gov. Biooks and the vote copied from the records of 
Qong. on our 17th pa^e. Coagreas meant to say, delicately, the order to forti- 
fy Bunker Hill was not conopUcd with. 



of ibe hmMWtfk ft&cl the redoubt was a narrow passage wajr 
or sally port, {^oteeted in front by a blind, and an open passage 
way in the north side of the redoubt. It was determined, at 
the same time, that a work should be erected on Bunker HiB 
«6 a new post and rallying point to resort to, should the enemy 
drive them from the first, ^nd for. the protection of the rear. 

A large guard, Capt. Maxwell and his company, some Con- 
necticut and other troops were detached to the shore of 
Cbarlestown to observe every miovement of the enemy ."^ 

The works marked out, tools were distributed to the men^ 
but midnight arrived before the first spade entered the ground, j 
These brawny yeomen, however, were working for their lives 
as well as their liberties, and performed prodigies of labour. 
They were instructed and stimulated by Putnam, Prescott, and 
ether officers, among whom was Maj. Brooks, distinguished by 
the well deserved confidence of the army. Just entered on 
manhood, he relinquished a lucrative profession, commenced 
Ins military career at the battle of Lexington, as Maj. of 
Bridge's regiment, and received the same rank in the army. 
He had been called home by sickness in his family, and receiv<^ 
ed no order to march with bis regiment ; but the danger of bis 
MloW soldiers was a suftoieat summons, and he hastened to 
join his corps, which he overtook at the neck. 

it was ctear starlight, and the proximity of the enemy de- 
manded vigilant observation. Col. Prescott proceeded to the 
shore with Maj. Brooks to reconnoitre them. Every thing was 
quiet ; they ^stioctly heard die enemy relieving guard, and 
were rejoiced at the welcome ory from the sentries, however 
anfounded, "_ AlPs well !" 

* The men quietly at their labours. Gen. Putnam repaired to 
his camp to prepare for the anticipated crisis, by bringing on 
reinforcements, and to be fresh mounted ; his furious riding re* 
quired a frequent change of horses. 

Watchful as Argus, Prescott could hardly imagine that the 
en^ny wcto so negligent of military caution, as to suflTer his 

Ekwerful force to approach their very threshold unobserved, 
e advanced anew to examine their situation ; again all was 
quiet, and the guard from the shore of Cbarlestown was or- 
dered in. 

The Uazing sun, however, began Iris approaches, and the 
grey of Ae mcnmmg was dissipated. The veil was lifted 



* The couiitenipi this night was " Domingo, 

4 M««a /^Mnor 
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from the astonished eyes of the Britidiy but they would hardly 
credit their senses on perceiving their daring enemy above 
them, overlooking their position, with formidable works, which 
had sprung up as if by enchantment. The cannon of the 
Lively opened on the Americans, and roused their country- 
men from secure repose, to participate in the same surprise 
jand astonishment. 

Gen. Gage was thunderstruck at the unwelcome information, 
and sent an immediate summons to his officers to meet him in 
a council of war.^ 

Some other frigates, floating batteries, the Somerset line of 
battle ship, a formidable battery of the heaviest pieces, and a 
mortar on Copps Hill, opened a tremendous fire on the Amer- 
icans, sufficient to appal even veteran troops. 

This fire was for some time without efifect, but the men ven- 
turing in front bt the works, one of them was killed by a can- 
non shot.f A subaltern informed CoL Prescott, and inquired 
of him what should be done. *^ Bury him," he was told.— 
^^ What," said the astonished officer, ^' without prayers !" A 
chaplain, who was present, insisted on performing service over 
this first victim, and collected many of the soldiers around him, 
heedless of peril. Prescott ordered them to dbperse ; but re- 
ligious enthusiasni prevailing, the chaplain again collected his 
congregation, when the deceased was ordered to be taken and 
buried in the ditch. At this time. a number of the men went 
ofi* and never returned. 

To dispel the terror which this death occasioned, Poescott 
mounted on the works, and directed the labor. Heedless of 
all the fire of the enemy, he was wrought up to the highest 
pitch of enthusiasm, and transferred his own exaltation into ev- 
ery private under him. Owing to the oppressive heat, and the 
vehemence of his address, his bald head was exposed entirely 
uncovered, waving his sword, he sometimes upbraided his men 
in anger, and sometimes encouraged them with approbation and 
humour. Perfectly understanding his countrymen, they were 
entirely under his control ; the great Suwarrow was never more 
negligent of bis personal appearance, and never inspired his 
faithful followers with a confidence more implicit or better de- 
served. 

Gen. Gage, reconnoitring the enemy, handed his telescope 
to Willard, a mandamus counsellor, and inquired of him, *^ who 

* In the old State lioute. 
t PoUacd, of BiUerica. 
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^' is that officer commanding ?" He instantly recognised his 
brother'in4aWf Col. Prescott* " Will he fight f " asked Gage. 
" Yes, sir, depend upon it, to the last drop of blood in him, 
" but I cannot answer for his men,'' was the reply. 

When the patriotic priest found that his professional services 
were out of place, he bravely buckled on the armor of flesh, 
volunteered as a soldier in the ranks, and fought with distin- 
guished bravery.* 

The sufferings of the men were great ; the heat was exces- 
sive ; during a sleepless night they had unremittingly labored, 
without even water, and their small stock of provisions was ex- 
hausted. Their officers felt for them, and wished Col. Pres-* 
cott to send to Cambridge a request to be relieved. He con- 
vened a council of war, but instantly crushed the slightest hope 
of a relief. " The enemy would not dare attack them, and if 
" they did would be defeated. The men who had raised the 
" works were the best qualified to defend them. They had al- 
^* ready learned to despise the fire of the enemy. They had 
*^ the merit of the labor, and should enjoy the honor of the 
" victory." With renewed ardor the men continued their 
labors. 

Capt. Nutting with some troops was ordered into Charles- 
town, near the ferry, by Col. Prescott, to guard against the en- 
emy's approach on that side. 

, (3en. Gage met his officers in council. They did not hesi- 
tate as to the indispensable necessity of driving the enemy from 
their formidable position, but found it impossible to agree on the 
mode of attack. Gen. Clinton and Gen. Grant advocated at- 
tacking the enemy in rear. '^ Their men could embark at the 
" bottom of the common in boats, land at Charlestown Neck, 
" under jMrotection of a fire from the floating batteries and fri- 
^^ gates, and would have the enemy in their power ;" and this 
appeared to be the prevailing opinion. But Gen. Gage would 
not adopt a measure so adventurous. It was perhaps opposed 
to well founded military rules and the dictates of prudence* 
They would have exposed themselves between two armies, one 
of them superior to their own in number, and the other strong- 
ly posted and fortified ; they might have been attacked in front 
and rear, and been completely surrounded indeed, without 
the possibility of a retreat being secured to them in case of 
disaster. It was finally determined to land and attack the 
enemy in front. 



* Rer. Ino. Martin, fee note H. 
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At daybreak Putnam directed Uieut. Clark to send to Gen. 
Ward for a horse. The lieut. went Mtnaelf, but the general's 
impatience could not await an ansi^er. On his return be found 
him mounted and departing. The summons from the Lively bad 
frustrated, his intention of carrying on the reinforcement him- 
self ; he reminded Gen. Ward, however., that the fate of the 
expedition depended on his being reinforced immediately, ac-* 
cording to the preconcerted plan, and flew to join his men on 
the hill. 

The result of Gage's council of war soon became apparent* 
The enemy were observed movuig with rapidity through the 
I3treets of Boston ; a corps of dragoons, manoeuvring within view 
of the Americans, suddenly galloped off their parade ground ;* 
the rattling of artillery carriages and wagons was heard, and 
every note of preparation for a military movement. Presoott, 
then believing the enemy would hazard an attack, was de- 
lighted ; " Now, my boys, we. shall have a fight, and shall beat 
" them too," he observed. Fearless himself, he thought the 
world so too, and his confidence was too implicit in the raw 
troops and inexperienced commanders just collecting only, and 
hardly to be considered an army. 

It was nine o'clock ; the men were exhausted from hunger, 
thirst, fatigue, and want of sleep* Putnam had again repaired 
to Cambridge to procure provisions and a reinforcement become 
indi^ensable, but neither one nor the other had arrived* CoL 
Prescott called another council of war ; he refused, as before^ 
to hear a word about displacing his men, but consented to send 
again for refreshments and a reinforcement. Maj. Brooks was 
selected to proceed to Cambridge and wait on Gen. Ward for 
this purpose. For greater expedition he was directed to take 
one of the artillery horses, but the order was veh«n«!jtly oppo- 
sed by Capt. Gridley, who feared for the safety of his pieces; 
Prescott then directed him to proceed on foot, with as muck 
despatch as possible. He arrived at bead quarters about 10, 
and made known his instructions to Ward. The general hesJ-^ 
tated as to the policy of sending reinforcements to Charlestown, 
and doubted whether the intention of the enemy was to make 
his attack on that point. The scanty depots of ammunitioay 
ordnance stores, and materiel of every species belonging to 
the army, on which the salvation of the country depended, 
were at Cambridge and Watertown, and he presumed the ene* 



* The scite of the present Hospital. 
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my designed to seize the present opportunity to make an attack 
at head quarters and gain possession of these stores. 

The Committee of Safety were sitting at the same house* in 
which the general quartered, and he communicated to 
them the information and request brought by Maj. Brooks.*— 
Richard Devens,f of Charlestown, was one of the committee ; 
from deep anxiety for the success of the expedition and the 
protection of his native town from the inroad of the enemy, his 
importunity with the general and the committee for an am[rie 
reinforcement was impassioned and vehement, and hb opinion 
partially prevailed ; the committee recommended a reinforce- 
ment, and the general consented that orders should be des- 
patched immediately to Cols. Reed and Stark, at Medford, to 
join Prescott's detachment with the New Hampshire troops. 

Gen. Warren, Chairman of the Committee of Safety, was 
l^esent. The day betbre he had officiated as President of 
C<mgress at Watertown, and had passed the night there in the 
accumulated concerns of the public. His friend, Hon. Elbridge 
Oerry, having learned the determination to occupy and fortify 
Bunker Hill, remonstrated with him against tlie glaring impru- 
dence of the enterprize, with our feeble resources. ** We had 

not powder sufficient to maintain the desperate conffict which 

must ensue, and should all be cut to pieces." Warren con- 
fessed he entertained the same opinion ; hue it was determined 
otherwise, and he was resolved to share the fate of his coun- 
trymen. His friend conjured him not to expose his invalua- 
ble life where bis destruction would be useless and inevitable. 
" I know it," said the hero, *' but I live within sound of the 
" cannon, and should die were I to remain at home while my 
'* fellow citizens are shedding their blood for me." " As 
" sure as you go, you will be slain," repeated Gerry. Warren's 
final answer was, " Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori."| He 
arrived at Cambridge by daylight, sick with nervous headache, 
and threw himself on the bed. On receiving information that 
the enemy were coming out. Ward sent to notify him. He 
arose immediately, declared ** his headache was gone," and 
after meeting with the Committee of Safety, mounted his horse, 
and with his fusil and sword repaired to the post of danger. 

At eleven, the New Hampshire troops received orders from 
Cambridge ; but not being provided widi ammunition, were quite 






* Now Dr. Holmet *s boase. 

t Devent, afterward commistary general, mounted an officer's horse, and 
used his pistols to press teams to carry on provisions, but the British cannon 
prevented their arriving^. 

I Senior Pres. Adams. - 
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unprepared to obey them. Every man was iifimediateiy sup- 
plied with two flints, and a gill of powder with fifteen balls to foim 
into cartridges, but nearly all of them were destitute of car- 
tridge boxes, employing powder-horns only ; and scarcely any 
two of their guns agreeing in calibre, they were obliged t6 hanw 
mer their balls to a proper size for the pieces. The companies 
posted at Chelsea, were immediately recalled. 

About noon, at the long wharf in Boston, twenty eight barges 
I r were filled with the principal part of the first detachment of 
\ \ British troops, consisting of the 5fii, 38th, 43d, and S2d battal- 
ions of infantry, ten companies of grenadiers, and ten of Lt. In- 
fantry. Some of these troops were taken from the tram^rH, 
and were to land now for the first time since iheir Toyage, not 
like Antaeus to gather new strength from the earth, but to shed 
their life's blood On her bosom. The barges formed in two 
parallel lines of single files, six resplendent pieces of camion, 
and howitzers in the bows of the leading boats, with the gor- 
geous unilmn, and brilliant armour of the troops, throwing 
back the splendour of the sun, as if in rivalry : they move iti 
exact time and perfect order, and aibout one, land at Morton^s 
point J the novel and alarming spectacle filling the Americafts 
with dismay. 

Immediately on landing they discovered a disastrous mis- 
tlike, most of the cannon balls sent over, were too large for 
the pieces ; they were immediately sent back, and a new supply 
obtained. At ^ same time. Gen. Howe, the commander, difi- 
eovering on his n^r approach the formidable nature of the en- 
jemy^s position, their present numbers and the troops marching 
on, requested a reinforcement of Gen. Gage. These first Iroops, 
while waiting for the remainder of the detachment, were entirely 
unmolested, and very quietly dined, most of them forthe ksttime, 
from their crowded and cumbrous knapsacks. About two, th^ 
remainder of the forces leave Winnisimit ferry, in the same for- 
midable array of barges, and land at Morton s Point $ and soon 
afterward the reinforcements, a few companies of grenadiers and 
light infantry, the forty seventh battalion, a battalicm of marines, 
except a few of this corps who were preparing to embark, land 
under the eastern end of Breed's Hill, at Mad&i's shipyard, the 
present navyyard. AH these troops cannot be e^stimated at less 
than five thousand ; if the corps were but half full, there were 
four thousand three hundred and fifty. While the enemy were 
landing, Putnam ordered Capt. Knowlton^ .with the Connecti- 
fcut troops, to take post behind a rail fenee, which ran at^ross the 
tongue of land, from Mystic river to the road, about two hun- 
dred and fifty yards. In front of this line of fence, were some 
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«ipple»treea, «nd a few alio io the rear* Tbese troops puUed 
up the neigbbotiriiig fe&cesy and placing them near the one ac 
m\mh they were posted, threw io the new mown grass betweeii; 
A small part of this fence, had stones under the rails, t^ the 
height of two feet ; the whole ibrmed only the shadow of a 
{HToteelion. This rail fence was 190 yards in rear of the breast*- 
wf^k, awd 80 yards in rear of the slough, leaving a very exlMi* 
siire opening between the breastwork and rail fence, by wbkk 
tlie left flank of the troops at the breastwork was exposed to 
tbe eowny's fire, and about 100 yards between the slough attd 
rail fence, open to the advance of infantry ; the only defence 
beiug. a few standing trees, stones, or whatev^ could be found 
en the spot. This was the key of the American position* 

The detachments in Charlestown were now recalled by Pres* 
eott, and took post at a cart way, which ran from the road to 
the sQutheaateon angle of the redoubt. They placed the feifces 
tfi^etber, and threw in grass, as was done on the left* 

The thundmng cannonade of the enemy soon spread the in^ 
formation of an af^oaching engagement. The Americans in 
the ne^hbourbood flocked to the scei», and the soldiers volun- 
larily ran to arms, and entreated to be led against the foe* 
CoL Little's regiment had lately arrived from Essex asd the 
officers were not cenmissioned ; without awaiting ordet s, they 
left their quarters in Menotomy and Cambridge, marched te 
Cteor Ward and tendered tbmr services. The Comieciiciit 
tiro(^s were eijually anxious to join their general ; they wem 
all under arms, and sent to head quarters for orders* But 
Ward informed them, they had already the post of honor, as 
^British were expected to land near Inman's £irm, their pres- 
mht position* The brave New Hampshire troops, at the same 
p«9t, imder Col. Sargent, were also as earnest to be led againei 
tbe enemy, and the Col. sent the most pressmg requests fo 
Wurd for permission to conduct them on* 

Capt. Callender with his artillery company was ordered to 
the Hill, and, for greater caution, Gardner's Regiment wae 
nHMrdbLed to Patterson's atatiim, at the opening of the road to 
Lechmere Point, there to wait forther coders* Doolittle's Re^* 
giment had been stationed (m the Charlestown road the night 
before, and was a little in advance of them* 

Prescott had stretched the endurance and exertions of his 
detachment to the utmost of the human constitution. They 
had tI»own up a defence good against muskets, and most of it 
against artillery. But the commanding summit of Bunker 
Hill, of vital importance in case of a retreat, was not yet ^tili- 



\ 
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ed, though Putnam, mortified at the neglect of a portion on 
which his success and reputation depended, had been incessant 
and unwearied in his eflbrts to have it acc(Nnplished ; bnt in 
vab, as no reinforcements arrived. At length he ordered off 
a large detachment from the Redoubt mth the intrenching tools 
to break ground there. From experience, under the most dis* 
tinguished masters of the day, he perfectly comprehended the 
importance of intrencbmg, seemed to have seized intuitively the 
learned maxims of Cesar, and to anticipate the result of such 
modem defences as Jackson's* Most of the detachment, or- 
dered off with the tools, never returned to the lines. 

Putnam, on perceiving the preparations of the enemy for an 
attack, again hast^aed to Cambridge for reinforcements, and 
had to pass through a galling enfilading fire of round, bar, and 
chain shot, which thundered across the neck from the Glasgow 
frigate in the channel of Charles River, and two floating batte- 
ries hauled close to the shore. He learned from Gen. Ward 
the orders which had been sent to the New Hampshire liroops 
at Medford, and immediately returned to his post. 
' At last, the New Hampshire troops arrived ; it was the poli- 
cy of Stark to march his men slowly, observing, that ^^ one 
^^ fresh man in battle is better than ten fatigued ones." Put*- 
nam .reserved a part of this force to throw up the work on 
Bunker Hill, and ordered the remainder to press on to the lines 
as quick as possible, and join the Connecticut troops at the r«l 
fence. Stark encouraged them by a short, spirited address, 
ordered three cheers to animate them, and they moved on rap«- 
idly to the Jine. 

The intention of the enemy being now clearly pronounced 
^by their landing in Cfaarlestown, Gen. Ward, reserving still his 
own regiment, Putnam's, Sargent's, Patterson's, Gardner's and 
part of Bridge's, from his excessive caution lest an attack 
should be made at Cambridge, despatched the remainder of 
the troops* as a reinforcement to Charlestown. The enemy 
directed a schooner, with 5 or 600 men on board, to the Cam- 
bridge shore, as if aware of this tender point ; but the wind and 
tide proving unfavorable to this landing, they retumed.f 

Near five thousand British troops had now landed, under the 
immediate command of Gen. Howe, distinguished, like all his 



* Gen. Ward had a hogshead of rum before his quarters, which was sermi 
to the soldiers before they left the common. By a resolve of Mass. Congress^ 
spirit coald be allowed the men by a Geo. officer only, and on extraordinary 
occasions. 

t Col. P. D. Sargent. 
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family, for undaunted bravery. Under hini were Gen. Pigot, 
Cols. Nesbitj Abercrombie, Clarke ; Majors Butler, WilfiaRis, 
Bruce, Spendlove, Smelt, Mitchell, Piteaim, Short, Small and 
Lord Rawdon, all officers of renown. The troops were in col- 
umns, waiting the signal to advance. They and the enemy op« 
fM>sed to them, were in a vast amphitheatre of nature, formed 
by those lofty hills which rise from Boston bay and surround- 
ed them. These towering heights overlooked both armies, and 
were covered by Americans, who had been brought from a dis- 
tance, by their anxious curiosity, to witness a scene so sublime, 
and learn the event of a contest, on which the fate of a new 
world depended ; and many of them from a deeper interest in 
die fate of a parent, a brother or husband engaged. The 
heights and the steeples in Boston were crowded in the same 
manner, by the inhabitants and the British militaiy ; and many 
a soldier's wife witnessed the events, with a melancholy fore- 
boding that she was left a widow, and her home three thousand 
miles across die ocean. The prospect was rendered still more 
terrific by a tremendous cannonade and bombardment from 
Boston, which opened on the camp at Roxbury to contain the 
Americans at their post, who were there under arms. This, 
added to the continued roar of the batteries and shipping on 
the side of Charlestown, and the battle was commencing. 
The whole formed a scene beyond the reach of the human im- 
agination. 

The British artillery on Morton's Hill opened on the Amer- 
icans ; Col. Prescott ordered the- men to keep under cover of 
the works, but Lieut. Spaulding standing by his side, bad his 
head completely ^battered by a ball. Gridley's pieces which 
had fired a few useless shot from the redoubt against Copps 
Hill and the shipping, were now ordered out ; there were no 
embrasures, and the sUght platform was broken. They were 
carried with Callender's to the space between the breastwork 
and rail fence, and returned the fire of the British, which serv- 
ed at least the important purpose of keeping the enemy in 
respect, who secured themselves under the eastern side of 
Morton's Hill. The artillery companies were just enlisted from 
the infantry, and grossly ignorant of their duty ; this arm re- 
quires science, experience, and knowledge of position. The 
officers complained that their cartridges were unsuitable for the 
pieces ; Gridley drew off his to the rear, one of them being al- 
ready disabled in the unequal contest with the British .batte- 
ries and field pieces ; and Callender was marching off over 
Bunker Hill to a secure place for preparing his ammunition in 
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safety, when Putnam met him and was fired witii indignatton 
at this appearance of a retreat. He ordered him instantly to 
his post ; Callender remonstrated, but Putnam threatened him 
with instant death if he hesitated, and compelled him to r^nrn* 
His men, however, were disgusted with a part of the service 
they did not understand ; most of them had muskets, and imzi« 
gled with the infantry ; the pieces were entirely deserted and 
left on Bunker Hill, from which position they were fired a few 
times on the enemy. 

Col. Little arrived with his troops ; Putnam ordered them 
to their posts, Captain Warner's company to the rail fence oa 
the right of the redoubt. Captain Perkins' to the exposed po<( 
sition between the breastwork and rail fence on the left, the re- 
mamder found their places in the line. Col. Jonathan Brewer^ 
who had been a ranger in the French war ; Col. Nixing 
who had served in the same war ; Col. Woodbridge i aad 
Maj. Moore of Doolitde's Regiment, the CoL and LieuU 
CoL being absent, — brought on their troops, each about SOCk 
men. Col. Woodbridge sent a detachment off to the right, ia 
the main street of Charlestown, and carried orders to Ma|« 
Moore to do the same, who accordingly sent one undet 
Capt. Wheeler. Col. Re§d sent a detacfafioent also, under 
Capt. Crosby. 

Col. Scammans, with a large Regiment from Maine,* was 
ordered by Gen. Ward to go where the fighting was ;f he ao* 
ONrdingly marched to Lechmere point, understanding fix)m 
some one on the Charlestown road that the enemy were land* 
ing there. On his arrival, he was undeceived by Gen. Whit- 
comb, who advised him to march to the Hill. From an egre* 
gious error, or deficiency of spirit, he went to Cobble l^iH in*^ 
stead of Breed's, and took post in that perfectly useless po- 
sition.j: 

The veteran Gen. Pomeroy heard the pealing artiUery» 
which seemed to invite him to battle ; be was a soddier toa 
brave, and a patriot too ardent, to resist a summons so agree*^ 
able. He requested a horse of Gen. Ward, to carry him to 
the field ; delighted at an aid so important, one was instantly 
supplied. With his musket, he repaired immediately to th« 



* Whom he called <' Yorkshire Boys." Be c^iae from Sftfio, but, before 
this, bad belonged to Haverhill. 

t Jer. Hill, Esq. of Saco, heard the order . 

X Lieut. Morgan Lewis belonged to this Re^t. since then a Gen. of the army 
in the late war, and Gov. of the State of New Torfc. 
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neek ; inquiring of a i$entr)r posted there, and viewmg the 
ground and the tremendous fire across, he was alarmed, not 
KM* himself but for the horse he had borrowed ; he delivered 
him to a seirtinel, and coolly marched across. He advanced to 
the rail fence, his approach gave new confidence to the men ; 
they >l5Ce?^ed him with the highest exultation, and the name of 
PomeR)y rang through the line. In early life he had been an 
iiigetiMiufi mechanic, and many a soldier was supplied with 
srme of his manufacture. Had Vulcan supplied the Gre** 
eian« with armor, and appeared in their ranks, they could not 
have been more certain of victory. 

The Britltsh now formed their columns, with their field train 
id centre, ready to advance on the American line. 

Capt. Ford arrived with his company. He served under the 
veteran Lieut. Col. Parker and Maj. Brooks, had learned the 
duties of a soldier, and signalized himself in Lexington battle 
by killing five of the enemy. He was proceeding down Bun- 
ker Hill, when Putnam met him and was delighted with an aid 
so opportune ; Caliender's deserted cannon were on the hill, 
amd he ordered Capt. Ford with his company to draw them 
to the line. The captain remonstrated that ** his men were 
" entirely ignorant of the discipline and management of ardl- 
♦* lery.'* But the general persisting in his order, he obeyed ; 
his company moved with the cannon, accompanied by the gen* 
eral himself, to the rail fence. 

Putnam was now pmed by Warren, to whom he observed, 
" Vm sorry to see you here. Gen. Warren. I wish you had 
** left the day to jis, as I advised you, firom appearances we 
" shall have a sharp time of it ; but since you are here, ITl 
" receive your orders with pleasure." Warren replied : " I 
*' came only as a volunteer ; I know nothing of your dispo»- 
*♦ tions, and will not interfere with them ; tell me where I can 
^* be most useful," Putnam, intent on his safety, directed him 
to the redoubt, observing, " you will be covered there." — 
** DcMi't think," said Warren, " I come here to seek a place of 
** Srafety ; but tell me where the onset will be most furious."-— 
Putnam again pointed to the redoubt ; ** that," said he, ** is the 
^* enemy's object, Presoott is there, and will do his duty, and 
" if it can be defended, the day is ours ; but, from long experience 
" of the character of the enemy, I think they will ultimately 
" succeed and drive ts from the works, though, from the 
^ mode of attack they have chosen, we shall be able to do them 
" infinite injury, and we must be prepared for a brave and or- 
" derly retreat when we oan maintain our ground no longer*" 



\ 
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Wtrren assented to his opinions, and, promisiag to be governed 
by them, went to the redoubt. The soldiers received him with 
loud hurras. Prescott offered him the command ; but he had 
not yet received his commission, and tendered his services to 
the Col. as a volunteer, observing, ** He was happy to learn 
^' service from a soldier of experience."* 

The field-pieces of the enemy opened furiouslyf on the 
works, the signal for their army to move. Their columns ad- 
vanced slowly, aud halted at intervals, to give the artillery an 
opportunity to render a passage over the works practicable*! 
Howe, remarkably tall, and a prominent mark, advanced two 
hundred yards in front of the troops to reeonnoitre.|| 

The American drums beat to arms. Putnam left his workSi 
commenced on Bunker Hill, and led the troops into action. 
The tune of the Americans at Bunker Hill was Yankee Doodle^ 
\ it was now first employed by them, but was to become 
their favourite national air, and the far-famed harbinger of vic- 
tory on the land, the lake, and the ocean.} 

Capt. Walker,^ one of the bravest of the brave, beat up for 
volunteers to accompany him down into Cbarlestown to hang 
on the left flank of the enemy. He had been detailed for. 
guard duty the day before, and his company* had been sent on 
without him under the Lieut. The picket guard, of which he 
was the commander,' had not been relieved on the day of the 
battle, and be could not brook the misfortune of being drawn 
for a place of safety, when his country required his services in 
the place of death. He made use of the most earnest persua- 
sions with bis Lieut, by repeated messengers, to exchange pla^- 
ces with him, till at length he succeeded. He now collected 
about 50 kindred spirits, whom he led down as a forlorn hope 
on the enemy's left, and gave them five or six rounds with the 
most deadly execution. But the little desperate band were 
soon driven in with severe loss. The Capt. however escaped, 
and was determined to tempt fate again by another daring at- 
tack on the opposite flank of the enemy. He had the sagacity 
to discover the danger of their turning our left, by the shore of 
the Mystic, and changed his attack to that quarter ; but was 
wounded and taken prisoner with Frost, one of his company. 



* This conversatioB w« have from Col. Putnam, and most of it likewiM 
from Dr. Jeffries, to whom it was related by Lieut. Col. Parker, dressed by 
#im at the redoubt, the next day, on a fascine. 

f Stedman, Marshall, Ga|^e, and all authorities. 

llfoteK. n Dr. Jeffries. § Of Chelmsford. 
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who was very badly wounded at the same time. They were 
carried to Boston jail, where the Capt. died of his wounds ; 
but Frost has escaped through all his perils, and yet live* to 
tell us.* 

The British right wing, consisting of the fifth regiment, one 
of grenadiers, and another of light infantry, move under cover 
of the tongue of land, at the foot of it display, and advance in 
front toward therail fence ; excepting nine of the light companies, 
who move by the right flank on the shore of the Mystic to turn 
Uie American left* This attack was led by Geo. Howe.f 

The left wing, composed of the fifty-second regiment, thirty- 
eighth, thirty-fifth, forty-seventh, three grenadier and three 
light companies, and the marines, under cover of Breed's Hill, 
display, and are led by Geo. Pigot against the redoubt and 
breastwork. 

On a sudden, as they were advancing, the fire from their ar- 
tillery ceased ; Howe sent to inquire into the cause of this ill- 
timed remission, and learned, that owing to a fatal blunder, the 
cannon-balls sent over, were too large for the pieces ; but that 
they had grape-shot ; and he ordered them forward to maintain 
their fire with grape*! 

The British lines soon opened to view, and tlni American 
marksmen are with difficulty restrained from firing. Putnam 
rode through the line, and ordered that no one should fire till 
they arrived within eight rods, nor any one till commanded. 
** Powder was scarce and must not be wasted^ They should 
** not fire at the enemy till they saw the whites of their eyes,. 
'^ and then fire low, tsike aim at their waistbands. They, were 
^* all marksmen, and could kill a squirrel at a hundred yards ; 
" reserve their fire, and the enemy were all destroyed. Aim 
^^ at the handsome coats, pick off the commanders." The 
same orders were reiterated by Prescott at the redoubt, by 
Pomeroy, Stark, and all the veteran cheers. 



* Col. James Varaum, aow of Dracutr, a Serjeant in Coburn'i company, was . 
one of the volunteers with Walker on his first attack, and had the top of his. 
hat shot off, and two bullets through his jacket. See Note L. 

f De Beroiier^, Conduct of the War by Howe, and all authorities. 

At thiatime, ih front of the cannon, the air was filled with innumerable swal- 
lows. Another si^ht at this time was most tantalizing to the parched lips of 
the Americans — the enemy were supplied with large tubs of drink to prepare 
them for the onset. 

f Conduct of the War, by Howe, p. 13. 
5 
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Putnam now, with the assistance of Captain Ford's compa- 
ny, opened his artillery upon them. He had on this day per- 
formed every species of service, and now turned cannonier, 
with splendid success, and to the highest satisfaction of his. 
countrymen. Each company of artillery had but twelve car- 
tridges, and these were soon expended. He pointed the can- 
non himself, the balls took effect on the enemy, and one case 
of canister made a lane through them. As in Milton's battle, 

** Fdvl (UnipirtiMi Mtomd and fiMrotd rwrt." 

With wonderful courage, however, the enemy closed their ranks, 
and coolly marched on to the attack. 

The enemy were within gunshot of the redoubt ; a few of 
the sharp shooters could not resist the temptation and fired.-— 
Prescott was indignant at this contempt of his orders ; waving 
his sword, he swore instant death against the first who should 
disobey ; appealed to their well-known confidence in him, and 
pnunised to give them orders at the proper moment. His Lt. 
Col. Robinson, who, with Col. Buttrick, had gallantly led the 
troops at Concord, ran round the top of the parapet, and threw 
up the muskets. 

The enemy now at eight rods distance only, the deadly 
muskets were levelled. Prescott commanded, his men to take 
good aim, be sure of their mark» and fire. He was effectually 
obeyed. Nearly the whole front rank was swept away, and 
many a gallant officer laid low. 

As the cloud of smoke passed away, the ground was seen 
covered with dead, and the wounded and dying exerting their last, 
feeble remains of strength to crawl out of the line, many^ on 
their hands and knees, to save themselves. The enemy, how- 
ever, were countrymen of those who gave the fire, and received 
it with the same cool courage with which it was given. Rank 
succeeded rank, and returned the fire, but the odds was fear- 
ful ; the Americans were well protected by the works ; the ef- 
forts and courage of the enemy were in vain, and with surly 
reluctance they were at last compelled to retreat, as they were 
commanded to do by Gen. Pigot himself.^ 

Warren animated and encouraged the men, and with the 
rest of the officers, set them an example with his musket ; there 
was scarcely an officer of any rank, excepting Putnam and 
Prescott, widiout one. 



* Conduct of the War by Gen. Howe, p. 13. 
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The British right wing arrived, about the time of this attack 
on the redoubt to within one hundred yards of the Americans. 
They were throwing down a fence,* when a few marksmen 
fired on them. Putnam was enraged at this disobedience of 
an order on which the salvation of the army depended ; he 
rode to the spot, with his drawn sword threatening to cut down 
the first who dared to fire again without orders. The dis- 
charge from these few muskets, however, drew the fire from 
the enemy's line,f which continued moving on, and when about 
eight rods from the fence, the fatal order was given ; the fire of 
the Americans mowed them down, with the same terrible 
severity, as at the redoubt, the ofiicers especially fell victims to 
their deadly aim. 

During this tremendous fire of musketry and roar of cannon, 
McClary's gigantic voice was distinctly heard, animating and 
encouraging the men as though he would inspire every ball 
that sped, with his own fire and energy. 

The British fired their •heaviest voUies of musketry with ad.> 
mirable coobess and regularity, but without aim, at the Ameri- 
cans, and almost every ball passed harmless over them. Their 
artillery had stopped in the marsh near the brick kilns,| and 
produced little effect. This wing of the army having covered 
the ground with their dead, were at length compelled to retreat ; 
and the hurra of victory re-echoed through the American line* 
So thorough was the defeat of the enemy, that many of them re* 
paired to their boats. Fortunately for the Americans, the ene«- 
my neglected to charge with the bayonet ; if, instead of display* 
ing and firing, they had filled the intervals between their col- 
umns with light troops to keep the Americans under the worky 
by an incessant, fire and rushed on at the charge, they roust 
have secured an easy victory, especially as the Americans al- 
most to a man were destitute of the bayonet. 

General Ward bad by this time despatched reinforcements 
£rom Cambridge, but many of them did not reach the field. 
The fire across the neck wore an aspect too terrific for raw 
troops to venture in it. Putnam flew to the spot to overcome 
then: fears and hurry them on before the enemy returned. He 



* The fences were a formidable obstacle to the enemy's advai^ce, a rery 
freat portion of the housekeepers in Cbarlestown hariug^ separate paiCaret 
here. 

t Dr. Dexter. 

i These were numerous, tor the sake of employing^ the poor of Bosto* att4 
CharlcstowB, and donbttess prerenlcd the advance of the eaaimi. 
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entreated, encouraged, and threatened them ; lashing his horse 
with the flat of his sword, he rode backwards and forward 
across the neck, the balls threw up clouds of dust about him, 
and the soldiers were perfectly convinced that he was in- 
vulnerable, but were not equally conscious of being so them- 
selves.* Some of these troops, however, ventured over. 

The battalion of artillery under Maj. Gridley had proceeded 
but a few hundred yards down the road to Charlestown when 
they were halted, and this officer determined not to proceed 
to the hill, but wait and cover the retreat, which he considered 
inevitable. He was young, inexperienced, and totally inade- 
quate to the important command which had been conferred on 
him in compliment to his father, Col. Gridley. He was con- 
founded with the dangers and difficulties of his situation, and 
never recovered his self possession during the day. With his 
two famous brass pieces, which alone had horses attached to 
them, he advanced farther down the road. While the artillery 
was halted in this situation. Col. Frye, (who was absent from 
his regiment on duty the day before, but the battle approaching, 
had found his way to the field,) riding from Charlestown gallop- 
ed up to them, and demanded of the senior captain,f " why 
this unseasonable halt !" He was astonished at the reply, and 
ordered them instantly to the field. This veteran also animated 
their courage by the glorious recollection " this day thirty 
<< years since, I was at the taking of Louisbourg when it was 
^' surrendered to us ; it is a fortunate day for America, we 
" shall certainly beat the enemy." 

The artillery proceeded. Gridley joined them ; but his 
aversion to entering into the engagement was invincible, and he 
ordered them on to Cobble Hill to fire at the Glasgow and 
floating batteries. The order was so palpably absurd, with 
iheir three pounders, that Capt. Trevett absolutely refused obe- 
dience, ordered his men to follow him, and marched for the 
Hnes. Gridley was sensible his artillery would be hazarded 
without infantry to cover , them. Col. Mansfield had been 
ordered with his regiment to reinforce the troops at Charles- 
town, but being peremptorily commahded by Gridley, whom 
be considered high military authority, to cover bis pieces, be 
complied in violation of his orders. 



* Tb« principftl fact here is proved by the deposition of Mr. Samuel Bas- 
sett ; the other ciroumstancet by oral testimoBy. 

t Capt. Trerett, from whom we have this accoant. 
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Putnam left the ii6ck fo/ Bunker Hill, to bring up the rein- 
forcements. He there found Col. Gerrish with part of his reg- 
iment and other scattered troops. Gerrish had been a captain 
in the provincial army of '56, and was unwieldy from excessive 
corpulence ; the fatigue from his oppressive march, and active 
exertions to carry on his troops, was too great for the faintness of 
his military ardour to overcome ; he declared that he was 
completely exhausted, and lay prostrate on the ground. The 
men were disorganized and dispersed on the west side of the 
hill, and covered by the summit from the fire. Putnam order- 
ed them on to the line^ ; he entreated and threatened them, and 
some of the most cowardly he knocked down with his sword, 
but all in vain. The men complained they had not their offi- 
cers ; he offered to lead them on himself, but " the cannon 
" were deserted and they stood no chance without them." 
The battle indeed appeared here in all its horrors, the Brit- 
ish musketry fired high and took effect on this elevated hill, it 
was completely exposed to the combined fire from their ships, 
batteries, and field pieces, and their attention was forcibly at- 
tracted* to it from a strong apprehension of its being fortified. 

The British General had now rallied and reorganized his 
heroic troops, who with undaunted bravery and firm unwaver- 
ing step appeared again before the murderous lines which hac^ 
already compelled them to retreat. They had nearly the same 
obstacles to overcome as before, their cumbrous knapsacks 
arms and accoutrements of 1251b weight,* tall unmown grass, and 
the sun blazing in front of them, they had to contend against, 
as well as an enemy their equals. One new obstacle, they had 
to pass, the dead bodies of their fellow-soldiers, which covered 
the ground ; but this served rather to stimulate them to still 
more daring efforts to revenge their fall, and some of them, 
with terrible desperation, piled up these dead bodies into a 
horrid breastwork to fire from.f 

Maj. Small, who had been sent to Boston for the purpose, 
returned with the last of the reinforcements, a few companies 
of the Marines, and was accompanied by an eminent surgeon 
Doct. Jefiries. 

The Americans were now more confident and perfect than 
before in a manoeuvre which had been crowned with success. 
It was indeed perfectly simple, but equally fatal to the foe. 



* Stedman. 

t This fact is unquestionable ; we have it fi'om a most respectable eye wit- 
nets, Mr. Smith, of Salem. 
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They received orders to reserve their fire till the enemy ap- 
proached still nearer than before. At six rods only they were 
permitted to return the fire. The British artillery approached 
by the narrow road between the tongue of land and Breed's 
Hill, within three hundred yards of the rail fence,^ and almost 
/ in a line with the redoubt, and opened on the lines to prepare a 
'^ way for their infantry. 

To add new horrors to the scene, vast columns of smoke 
were now observed over Charlestown, and passed to the north 
over the American lines.f General Howe on his first advance 
had sent word to General Burgoyne and General Clmton on 
Copps Hill, that his left flank was annoyed by musketry from 
Charlestown, and desired them to burn it down. A carcass 
was fired,'but fell short near the ferry way ; a second fell in the 
street, and the town was on fire. The conflagration was com*- 
pleted by a detachment of men who landed from the Somerset. 
The whole town was combustible. The flames ascended to 
heaven on the lofty spire of the church, and resembled the 
eruptions of a vast volcano in solemn grandeur and sublimity. 
The advance of the enemy, however, was not obscured by the 
smoke from Charlestown ; they were in full view of the Ainer* 
icans, who sufiTered them to approach still nearer than before. 
They soon commenced a regular and tremendous volley by 
platoons, and their fire became general. But unfortunate- 
ly for them, though perfect in drill discipline, and regular move- 
ments of parade, they were as grossly deficient in what was a 
thousand times more important, a knowledge of their weapons. 
Their aim was too elevated, and the enemy were hidden be- 
hind the works. Some of their balls however took effect, and 
/ j a number of the privates fell victims. Col. Brewer was woundv 
' I ed, and Col. Nixon very badly wounded, and carried off. Lt. 
Col. Buckminster was crippled for life by a ball through the 
shoulder, and the brave ^aj . Moore received a ball through his 
thigh, and as he was carried^ to the rear by his men, another 
ball through the body which proved mortal ; faint firom loss 
of blood, and with the terrible death thirst upon him, which 
is ever the consequence, not a drop of water even could be 
found for him nearer than Charlestown neck, to which place 
two of his youngest men were immediately despatched. 

The Americans were at length permitted to throw in their 
murderous blaze of fire on the foe, it fell on them like lightning, 



* Stedman's map and others. 
t Gen. Winslow, Capt. Bullftrd. 
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prostrating whole ranks of them, officers and men, in promis- 
cuous heaps. The British bore the fatal fire with astonishing 
fortitude, but it could be withstood by man but a few moments 
only, their most daring efforts were in vain against the insuper- 
able difficulties they encountered.* Nearly a thousand of their 
number had fallen, with an incredible proportion of the bravest 
officers. 

The undaunted Howe still led on his men in the hottest of 
the battle. His aid de camp Balfour's life was saved only by 
the ball which passed throughjbim, being slightly diverted by his 
canteen. His volunteer aid, Gordon, and Capt. Addison, t 
descendant from the author of the Spectator, were slain, and 
almost every other officer of his staff or near him was shot. 
Mortified and indignant at so much blood wasted in vain, he 
seemed to court an honourable death to hide him from the dis- 
grace of a second defeat by an enemy he despised as peasants 
and rebels. But his life seemed charmed, and he was compell- 
ed to follow his army, who again retreated, and yielded their ene- 
my a second time the joys of victory. 

The gallant Maj. Small was left standing alone, every one 
shot down about him. The never-erring muskets were levelled 
at him, and a soldier's fate was his inevitable destiny, when 
Putnam at the instant appeared. Each recognized in the other 
an old friend and fellow soldier ; the tie was sacred ; Putnam 
threw up the deadly muskets with his sword, and arrested his 
fete. He begged his men to spare that officer, as dear to him 
as a brother. The generaPs human? and chivalrous generosity 
excited in them new admiration, and his friend retired unhurt. 

Col. Little in the redoubt was covered with blood from one 
of his menf shot by his side. 

The exultation of the Americans was glorious and well de- 
served, but alas, short lived. They had leisure to realize the 
entire hopelessness of their situation. Their ammunition was 
expended, and they were as destitute of every offensive weapon 



* The history of this reserred close fire is remarkable, it was employed by 
Gea. Wolfe, and probably tauf^ht the Americans by his provincial officers. De 
Bemiere, sent by Ga^e to reconnoitre the country in the spring of '76, satiri- 
cally describes the earnestness with which it was ei\joined on the Yankees. It 
has ever since been their favourite and successful mode of fighting by sea and 
land. De Berniere says, *' at Framingham a company of militia came and 
exercised under our windows, one of their commanders spoke a very eloquent 
speech, recommending patience, coolness, and bravery, (which indeed they 
much wanted) particularly recommended to them to charge us coollpj and 
wait for our fire, and every iMng would mcceed.'' 

t Story of Ipswich. 
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as the naked savages, their predecessors. Prescott found a 
few artillery cartridges, which he distributed to his men, and 
they determined to show a resolute front to the enemy, to club 
their muskets, and even employ the stones thrown up with the 
parapet against them. Their only hope, however, was from a 
want of fortitude in the foe, who had ahready twice proved any 
such expectation absolutely groundless. 

Ward was without staff officers to bear his commands, ex- 
cepting one aid and a secretary, who were the whole day on 
full speed between Breed's Hill and head quarters. Loss and 
/ neglect of orders were the mevitable consequence. Gardner's 
regiment and others who had been left between Cambridge and 
Charlestown, to wait further orders, were overlooked. The 
battle was raging, and no orders arrived. The colonel was a 
gentleman of rank, had been a member of the legislature, and 
commanded a regiment of militia, which, marching to Lexington 
to join in the engagement there, suddenly opened on the British 
artillery ; being entirely void of. cover they dispersed. His 
gallant soul felt their conduct as a stigma on himself, and he 
resolved on the earUest opportunity to wipe the spot from his 
escutcheon. A glorious opportunity was before him, and he 
panted to embrace it — to reap the honour of victory, or death 
and lasting fame. The latter fate was decreed him. He called 
/ his officers together, and offered to lead them mto battle ; they 
^ consented to follow him with about 300 men. The Col. march- 
ed them on to Bunker Hill, where they were met by Putnam, 
whose anxiety concerning this neglected post, never slept for a 
moment, he ordered them to take up the intrenching tools and 
complete the works he had commenced there, declaring, how- 
ever, his conviction that the enemy would not rally again, they 
had been twice so thoroughly beaten. 

Col. Scammans still remained inactive on Cobble hill, and 
contented himself with sending a serjeant and otlier messengers 
to Gen. Putnam, to see if he was wanted in the battle. 

The detachment of Gerrish's regiment from Cambridge 
marched down and ascended Ploughed hill, under Mjghill, the 
oldest Captain, but the Adjutant Ferbiger, a Danish^soIclTer of 
experience, assumed the command, called on the men to follow 
him, and marched for the lines. 

Charlestown being burnt, the detachment there perceiving 
the enemy could not march up on that side, quitted their post, 
and joined the troops at the lines. 

Howe gave his men orders to prepare again to advance. 
Some ef &e officers remonstrated, that it would be mere butch- 



svinaui mix B^irtK^ 41 

Ibrf to lead them on ftgain^ but the generals^ biid n^aHy eveir^ 
officer, were indignant at the most dtstant sUsfiicioD of their 
yieldk^ the victory to the^e retels, an Undisisij^lined rabble, of 
infei'tor ndmlswrs^ agi^o'^ whoiti they had potired out every epi- 
thet of bohl^pt. To codqcier ot die wad their reisolve. 

Bloddy ex{ieriedce*at last b^en^d their eyes tt> their effre^ 
^ious errors. Theit overweeiiing eonfideAoe wtss laid aside, and 
a deliberate and juditMM phn of attack adbpted; The oveN 
haded knapsafsks were relinquished ; fitink with ti^ttsketry i»in 
prohibited^ and a cfaar^ with the bayonet rbsoited to. The 
dttack was to be nrore boncedtrate^ ; wHUe tbe troops dt thO 
rail fence were amused by a sfaoi^ of ibrce, ihe gmnd effort waa 
to be against the i^dbubt arid breastwbrk, and especially on \he 
right flank. 

The accomplished and ciiivairou§ tien. Clinton now jblti^ 
his cduntrymen^ bringing his splendid talents intb the couneiL 
and hlii dfstingtsiilhed gallantry into the field. Immediate filnd 
inconceivable Was the sensation his appearance pt-oddted at thb 
moni^rit of lieBp despbndence. Frbhi Copps Hill be hUd ob- 
served, with shame and indignation^ the double rout of his couti- 
dymen, knd particulMy thdt the two celebrated battalions, the 
marines and forty-sei-enlh, were staggered and waveHiig. 
Without Waitihg for orders; he threw himself into a boat, pass- 
ed qver; dnd soon breathed iktto them his own exalted heroisrn. 

Hdire agdin cbnihiknded a forward movement to scale the 
^rks^ ahd rdsh on the bnemy with the baybnet. He cam^ to 
the Ibft to tead dn to th^ r^dbubt himisrelf. Clinton joined C^eii. 
Pigot and ihe marinfes on (he left ib turn the right Satk 6f th^ 
ettetey. Howe at last disQovefed the most tulnfefable pointy 
and the ki^y of the enemy's poi^itioh ; the aftiilefy Wefe oi-deN 
ed to advance still farther than befbrfe on their old rfeute, and 
ttttA the left of the breastwork, to eriftlade the line. 

The Americans made every p]repara[tiii>n p6sSib)e to repel 
tWi last desperate etfort of the erreWy. Putnam agi^fti i-dde to 
th« te^i and exhausied every art and effort ib bi'log on thfe ^(JMt- 
tefed reinforcements. Capt. Bayley, oriyy of 6ei*rtsh's i^egf* 
nient, feabhed the finesi. The General otdered CblonSl 
GardAer'sr Regin^ent into aetion^ the Cdlotaf^t cohfitiand^d hi§ 
men to throw dbwA the intrericbiiig tobls^ and rush oh, viewed 
unconcerned the battle scene before him, terrible as Sinai, and 
was just descending into the engagement, when a musket ball 
entered his groin, which proved mortal. He gave his last sbl- 
emn injunction to his men, to conquer or die ; and a detachment 
were just carrying him off the ground, when he was niet by hfe 
6 
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son, 2d Lieut, of Capt. Trevett, marching on, a mere youth erf 
nineteen, and the interview which ensued between them, was 
melancholy and heart-rending, though at the same time heroic. 
The affectionate son in agony at the desperate situation of his 
father was anxiously desirous to assist him off the field, but was 
prohibited from doing this by his father, who notwithstanding 
he was conscious that his wound was mortal, yet encouraged 
his son to disregard it, reminding him that he waf^ engaged in a 
glorious cause, and whatever were the consequence, must 
march on, and do his duty. The distracted son obeyed his 
parent's last command, and in the battle, now raging, proved 
himself worthy of him, by a fearless imitation of his example, 
and afforded him his highest consolation in the hour of death. 
In consequence of the loss of the Col. his Regiment did not 
reach the lines. Capt. Harris's company only with a few oth- 
ers of the troops on the left, went to the rail fence. Capt. 
Trevett who had lost one of his pieces on Bunker Hill, by a 
cannon shot, marched to the rail fence with the, other. 
. The enemy stripped off their knapsacks, and many of them 
their coats ; the artillery pushed on by the road on the nortli, 
the forty-seventh and marines near the road on the south side of 
t)ie hill, and the remains of the royal Irish and other regiments, 
and part of the grenadiers and light infantry in front. Their 
past efforts had exhausted the strength and spirit of many of 
the soldiers who lingered in the rear, and their gallant officers 
were compelled to urge them on with their swords. Some of 
the less resolute fired their pieces, but the great masses obey- 
ed their orders, and with firmness moved on to the charge. 
They arrived under the fire of the ^^mericans, who improved to 
advantage their last opportunity for vengeance. Every shot 
took effect. The gallant Howe at last received a ball in the 
foot,^ where only like Achilles he seemed to be vulnerable, but 
continued to animate his men. 

The distinguished Col. Abercrombie, who commanded the 
grenadiers, Majors Williams and Spendlovef were slain ; and to 
die noble heart of Abercrombie, Putnam was so dear as a sol- 
dier, patriot, and friend, that dying he remembered him, and 
enjoined it on his surrounding countrymen, '^ If you take Gen. 
Putnam alive, don't hang him, for he's a brave fellow."| 

^ w I ■ ■■ I ■ w !■■■ » II II I !■■■ ■ mri^imm^m I ■■■ ■ I' M II I I f 

* Dr. Jeffries. 

t Much distinguished for 40 yeai-s in the 47th "Reg. and 4 times in tb6 Ga- 
S«lte for wounds in America, from Wolfe's battle to the present. 
I From ft Lend, paper, see Jf, E. Cbron. Not. 75. 
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Near tbe top of Breed's Hill were a few houses, which es- 
caped the general conflragation of the town ; these were judi- 
ciously manned by the Americans, who, from this cover, an- 
noyed the British extremely on their advance, and made great 
haVoc on their left flank, before they were able to surround the 
redoubt. 

The artillery advanced toward the open space between the 
breastwork and rail fence ; this ground was defended by some 
brave Essex troops, covered only by scattered trees. With 
resolution and deadly aim they poured the most destructive 
voUies on the enemy. The cannon, however, turned the 
breastwork, enfiladed the line,^ and sent their balls through 
the open gateway or sally port, directly into the redoubt, un- 
der cover of which the troops at the breastwork were compelled 
to retire. 

The enemy bravely bore the deadly fire, and continually 
closing his broken ranks, deliberately advanced on every side 
of the redoubt except the north. They were now under the 
eastern side of the redoubt and covered from the fire. The 
Americans retired to the opposite side to take them as they rose. 
Lieut. Prescott, nephew of the colonel, received a ball through 
the arm ; it hung broken and useless by his side. The col- 
onel ordered him to content himself with encouraging his men^ 
But he contrived to load his piece, and was' passing by the sally 
port to rest against the enemy, when a cannon ball cut him to 
pieces. A few only of the Americans had a charge of ammu- 
nition remaining. They had sent for a supply in vain ; a bar- 
rel and a half only were in the magazine. They resorted next 
to stones, but these served only to betray their weakness, and 
l^nt new energy to the foe. 

Young Richardson, of the royal Irish, was tbe first to mount 
the works, and was instantly shot down ; the front rank which 
succeeded shared the same fate. Among the foremost of the lead- 
ers was the gallant Maj. Pitcaim, who exukingly cried " the 
day is ours," when Salemf a black soldier, and a number of oth- 
ers, shot him through and he fell. His agonized son received him 
in bis arms and tenderly bore him to the boats. It was he who 
caused the first efiusion of blood at Lexington. In that battle his 
horse was shot under him, while he was separated from his 



* Marshall, Ci^t Baocrofr, Mass. Coag. 
1 JNote M . 



44 AGi^'Scs Hiuu SAnx#Ji^ 



troops ; his pistols.^ were token from hia faolstfura, uod hm was 
left for dead, whea be seized the oppojctuoit; wi escaped. 

The heroic but duiiiautive Pigot raa vp this southeastern 
corner of the redoubt, assisted by a tree kA staoding there, aftd 
desperately led on hisi mea. Tropps succeeded troops over 
the parapet, and Prescott exhausted every resource to repel 
them, even with the buis of his guna. 

But be had now hia last great victoxy to achieve, to. which 
all his past toils, dangers, and privation^ were nothing. He 
bad twice conquered the enemy ; he had now, a more, difficult 
tadc, to conquer himself, to bend down his lofty soul, and turn 
his back to die enemy. Perfectly careless of his ova life, he 
nad no right to tride with the lives of his men. It was a sacred 
deposit they had entrusted to. hia honor, a bond which he never 
forfeited. Instead of an useless waste of life, with a ^\ ml desr 
perandum," h& quelled his revoltii^g spifit, and ordered a. re- 
treat. , 

It wa& not till the battle was n^9i oyer, tbat^ Oen* Ward orf» 
deced doara his own regiment, Putoam^a, and S«rg«nt% ta a^r 
sist th^ir countrymen at their utmost oeed ; buti before tbe^ 
could arrive, the batde ended. Gapt. Clarji^, of Putnani's regir 
ment, had, before this, joined in the battle, and Dnrkee's. mk^ 
patieoce. l^d brought him mounted to the fi^ld, to Join, his, old 
commander and comrade of former war^.t Putnam'^ imaginar 
don had ahready inscribed the victory of Ifonk^r Hill on bis 
coat of arma, when the retreat of the right wing bprst upon tim^ 
and his hopes were blasted. 

The. veteran Gridley now received a ball through the leg, 
and was. carried o£ He had served a]l night at the entrench^ 
ments, and assisted all day in defending bis own works^ and 
proving their excellence. Pregcott's troops fought^ their way 
through the surrounding enemy. The veteran C^t, Bancroft 
was charging his piece, a British, soldi^ leapedefiiom the para-, 
pet, touching him as be. came^ to the gnound* %9d£ levelled at 
him^ they fired; together^ the. captain^ tore hica to pieces and 
escaped unhurt. One of the men. without, amisuoition . perceiv- 
ed Lieut. Prescott's baded musket by it& deceas^di ost^ner ;. 



* These with the initial? on them, belonged afterward to Putnam, and are 
yet in his family. Gage says the horse was shot, the other fects come from the 
man who brought in the pistols. 

t In thejournal of the famous Ranger, M«j. Rob. Rogers, is recorded an in- 
stance of the adventurous bravery of Putnam, his capture by a party of sava- 
ges, and the desperate resistance of Durkee, who, though mangled with a num- 
ber of woands continued fighting till he conquered. Lond. 1765, p. 118. 



one of tke^ eiMViy of)|x>8edi hii passage ; seizing di» mudcel he 
brought his anybagoivkst to t^ ground. Co). Bridge, whp cane 
with the first detachrvdat, was one of the lasb to retreat, and 
Uras tvice sevesely wounded, in the head and neck by a bioad 
sword. Hia liBot. cojonel, the veteran Fajrker, who had ea^^ 
caped ^ough the. whole wa^ of ^56, in which he had signalised 
himself, especially at the desperate siege of Fort Frontinac, re* 
eeived a haft ia tiie thigh, and wa& left raortaitf wounded in 
the redoubt. 

Moore'3 soldiers found no one at the neck; to. supply then 
with drink for him ; they entered a stc^e, the. ownei^ was in the 
cellar to secure himself fsom the cannonadie, and reftisedto oomm, 
up, finding spidt and water howoTes, they hastened back to wi^- 
i|ess only that all tiboir- efibrts were labor* lost, the enemy beins 
in the redoubt^ and Moore in thalast^ eigtvemity ;^ hia men made 
^yery ef&st to remove^ him^ but he order^e^ them^ to leave him, 
^nd save themselx^es^ aa he had bulj a moment ta live. } thej^ 
were immedialely compelled to. do. this by the enemy^ in tb^ 
pidat of whom, tlusy saw himi for the last time, as they* retijted, 
on the gixxind. 

WiUt not % frif n^ to t^lose Itfs ^^." 

The British now enjoyed the satisfaction of responding to thg 
hurras of victory, which had been twice enjpyed by tjie eqemj;,^ 
and expressed dieir melancholy exultation by a feeble hurra. 

The chivalrous Warren lingered to the last. His exalte^ 
spirit disdained a^ a disgrace a retreat the most ine^vitable*. 
fie animated the men to the most desperate daring ; and when 
hope itself had fled, he still disdained to fly. With sullen re- 
fliictance hq slowly followed his countrymen, and seeqied to 
court dea^h from th^ enemy, tp hide him ll'om shaxpe. 

As he left the redoubt he wa^ recognized by his. friend; M^j. 
Small, whp honorably repaid the (Jeht qi gratitqde he qw^d the 
en^mv, he ca)led to Warren for Gqd's sake to stpp and ss^ve his 
life, W?urren, turned s^nd seemed to recognize him, but, still: 
continued on. Small" o^'dered his men, not to Qte at him, and* 
threw up the Q|us,ket3 with his. sword, but in vain, die fatfj^balf. 
had sped ; eighty ygrdg from thq redoubt Wafren r^c^ved a^ 
musket ball through the head, which killed him instantly, secur- 
ing to him immortal famq, and. the eternal gratitud^ofllis 
country.* 

^ . " ' : : ' — T "n ; 

* Putnam remarked on the similarity of Lord Howe's fate, who fell by his 
fide 17 years before, and Gen. Warren's, both he had entreated in Tain to keep 
out of the engagements in which they fell. 
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Col. Scammans arrived at last on Bunker Hill with part ol 
Us Regiment, the remainder yet kept aloof under Maj. Wood, 
v-./ Putnam ordered these troops into action, but it was too late, and 
they joined in the retreat.— C ol* W hitcomb^s men under Maj; 
Sawyer yet remained in the rear. Capt.Toster arrived on the 
top of Bunker Hill with his field pieces, but rapidly retreated 
to save them from the etiemy. 

Gardner's Reg. had now approached near the fort ; Major 
Jackson, who had served in the former war with the British, 
1 j and was well aquainted with their officers, being in advance was 
immediately recognized by one of them as they issued 
/ ^ /rom the redoubt, who indignantly accosted him with " what, 
you damn'd Rebel are you here," and levelled his piece at him, 
Jackson at the same instant levelled at his antagonist, and they 
fired together ; the ball passed through Maj. Jackson's side, 
though his life was preserved by his sword belt, which partially 
glanced the ball, but nothing could save a British officer, fairly 
pitted against an American as a marksman, he was slain. 

The British came on, exhausted by their desperate efforts, 
under a blazing sun, and broken by the well diretced fire. 
They had not force to employ the bayonet, and were too much 
broken and mingled with the enemy to fire their pieces. Their 
right and left wings were indeed facing each other, with the 
Americans between ; their fire would have cut down both 
friend and foe. While they formed themselves anew, the 
Americans collected, and made a brave and orderly retreat. 
Putnam put spurs to his foaming horse and threw himself be- 
tween the retreating force and the enemy, who were but twelve 
rods from him ; his countrymen were in momentary expecta- 
tion of seeing this compeer of the immortal Warren fall. He 
entreated them to rally and renew the fight, to finish his works 
on Bunker HiU, and again give the enemy battle on that unas- 
sailable position, and pledged his honor to restore to them an 
epsy victory. Lieut. Col. Ward reached the rail fence with, 
a few troops, while some of his companies under Capts. Cush- 
/ ing, Smith, and Washburn, between Bunker and Breed's Hills, 
courageously covered the retreat by a brave and well directed 
fire, they were joined by Capt. Lunt of Little's Regiment, just 
arrived, Capts. Chester and Coit with fresh troops, and other 
soldiers, whose ammunition was not expended. This despe- 
rate devoted rear guard, effectually kept the enemy at bay^ 
but the laurels gained by them, were by no means bloodless^ 
a great number of these troops were killed or wounded. 
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*• The Americans bad retreated about twenty rods before the 
the enemy had time to rally and pour in a destrtfctiire fire od \'j 
them, which destroyed more than they had lost before during • ' 
the day. Prescott's adjutant was shot and crippled, his Capts. 
Maxwell, Dow, and FarweU, badly wounded, the latter carried 
off for dead ; Lt. Fawcett mortaUy wounded and fell into the 
hands of the enemy. Capt. Bancroft had a part of his hand 
carried off and his Lieut. Brown was wounded. 

The American left wing were congratulating themselves on ] , 
their victory, when their flank was opened by the retreat of the 
right. The enemy pressed on them, and they were in their 
turn compelled to retire. Putnam covered their retreat with, 
his Connecticut troops and others just arrived, and, in the 
rear of the whole, dared the utmost fury of the enemy, wha 
pursued with little ardor, but poured in their thundering vollies, 
and showers of balls fell like hail around the general. He ad-* 
dressed himself to every passion of the troops, to persuade them 
to rally, to throw up his works on Bunker Hill, and make a stand 
there, and, threatened them with the eternal disgrace of desert- 
ing their general. He took his stand near a field-piece, and 
seemed resolved to|j^ave the foe alone. ^ His troops, however, 
felt it impossible to withstand the overwhelming force of the 
British bayonets ; they left bun. One serjeant only dared to 
stand by his general to the last ; he was shot down, and the 
enemy's bayonets were just upon the general, when he retired^ 

Gen. Pomeroy continued to animate the men, and cut down 
the enemy himself, till a well hove ball shattered his musket. 
The retreat having commenced, he disdained to turn from the 
enemy ; but with backward step and lowering front shouldered 
the fragments of his piece, and carried off his men, encour- 
aging them to pour in their formidable fire on the foe. 

Capt. Trevett, like Callender, was deserted by his men. 
His lieutenants, Swasey and Gardner, stood by him, with but 
seven others, one of whom was Moses Porter, already a prona- .^ 
ising artillerist. He persuaded about tliirty of the infantry to N 
join in saving one of his pieces, the other he was compelled to 
abandon. A British company noticed the piece, and determin- 
ed to seize the prey ; they pursued, on the top of Bunker Hill 
were within thirty yards of them, levelled their muskets and 
fired. The captain gave up all for lost, when but one drqpped 
dead, and another wounded, the remainder rapidly descended 
the hill, and carried off with honor the only piece saved out of ^ 
six taken to the field, Putnam ordered it to Cambridge. 
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The ClUriestowa complin^ of GhirdAer's regith«[it wad IM 
kst to retreati Th^ wer^ figbting at their oWn doors, ob 
their own Heial doil-. They v/^re on the extrenke left, covered 
by sOkne l(k>0e MoniM thromi up on the shore of the Mystic^ 
during the diiy^ fay 6rder of Qei. Stark. At this most inipob>' 
tant pasl vMh the cdiialry, against which the eiiemy made the 
Aiost deiperate efibrts^ like Ltonidad' band^ they had taken 
post, and like them they defended it^ till the enemy had dis- 
covered another. 

Oae piece o^ eanftte at the neck opened on the enemy and 
eov^red the retrelit.* But these tvere in no condition, and 
diaeovered no idclihation to reneW the engagement, or pursue 
A^ir advantage^ except by a formidable fire from their ' field 
pieces on Bunkor Hill^f where they ^mained, and lay on their 
arms during the night. The same was done by most of the 
Araeriiians On Prosp^et Hill^ directly iii the face of the eiiemy^ 
and by Reed's and Starks' trdops on Winter Hill. 

MaJ4 Bi'ook^ wai^ retained at Cambridge by Ward, till die 
last reinforeementfe were sent to Charlestown, when He march- 
M with the two remaining compknles of his re^iment^ and met 
at the netk the Americans retreating; Benjamin Thoinpson^ 
better knoWn as Count Rumford, attended him as a volunteer. 
He was asftisting the army by his mathematical learning, hH 
estimates and surveys, but had solicited an dppointmeilt in vmO| 
aikd had made great but fruitless interest far the comrhission in 
the artillery which was bestowed on Maj. Oridley. J For this 
gross injustice done to bis distingiiisbed merit, his country suf- 
fered well deserved punishment lu the misconduct of his rivalj 
and by th^ final loss of his liervices, Except what they I'eceivedf 
in common with all mankind, from his splendid philosophical 
discoveries, bis glorious and beneficent political labori^. 

Henry Knox, afteifward the distN^igOkbed General, assisted 
Wi^d, as a* volufiteer, in tee6Arioitrin|} the enemy's movc- 
Hients duritig the day. 

M'Clalry, as attentive to the wahts of bi^ men as desperate 
in fi^biing them» galk>ped to Medford^ and ^etnmed with dNres«- 
skiga for the wowided. He ordered Capllv DdirHorn to ad- 
vtode towaf d the ireck with Ins oompany^ while he of ossed otdr 
t^ reooniioitre the enetioy. He was returning widi Lietft'. QtA. 
Robinsito and othersy and obseiK^^d that the shot coimlibS'ssiotieci 
t^ ki£^ him vr^wcft yd east^ wimk ^ dmma bril from iis& Gis^ 



* Gov. Brooks. f Dr. Dexter. t Gov. Brooks. 



SUNKEA Hill battle. 49 

gow tore htm to pieces. No smaller weapon seemed Vrdrthj 
to destroy the gigantic hero. 

The veteran Col. Oridley entered his sulky at Bunker Hill td 
be carried off. The enemy shot the horse, and riddled the 
«ulky with balk ; but their rage was impotent ; meeting some 
obstruction in the road, he had left the carriage a moment be* 
fore. 

Prescott repaired to Cambridge, furious as a lion driven 
from his lair^ foaming with indignation at the want of support 
when victory was in his grasp, — a victory dearly purchased 
with the precious blood of his soldiers, family^ and friends. 
He demanded but two fresh regiments of Ward, and pledged 
his life with these to drive the enemy to their boats. He had 
not yet done enough to satisfy himself, though he had done 
enough to satisfy his country. He had not indeed secured 
final victory, but he had secured a glorious immortality. 
. Two young men in Boston were employed in taking the 
wounded from the boats to the hoi^itals ; and a young lieute* 
nant, shot through the body, was carried by them in a chair to 
his encampment, passing the streets, pale and faint with 
loss of blood, he attracted the humane and generous compas-* 
sion shown by the inhabitants to the wounded ; enmity forgot- 
ten, they were all at their doors with refreshing drink for 
them. At the encampment they met Capt. Pitcairn covered 
with blood. Struck with the appearance, the lieutenant in- 
quired of him the cause, but his grief was too big for utterance, 
" vox faucibus haesit." A serjeant informed him, the captain's 
father was shot at the breastwork, and carried by his son to the 
boat, where he died in his arms. The hospital they found was 
established in a different place,* to which they repaired, and 
witnessed a scene to melt the most obdurate enemy. Not 
only the hospital but . the yard was overloaded with wounded, 
praying in vain for the surgeons to arrest the current of life, 
fast ebbing from their wounds, which, from their numbers, it 
was impossible, for a long time, to dress. 

Loud and melancholy waitings for the dead, from widows 
of the common soldiers, were heard in every street, and struck 
on the heart of the passenger. 

The American surgical department was quite unorganized,f 



* In the old factory opposite the granary. 

f The hospital was in the house now A. Bigelow, tlsq.'s. Sooo afterward it . 
was removed to Mr. Fairweatlier^s, and put under the superintendence of th« 
poet and traitor, Dr. Church, who in one of bis intercepted letters attribytei 
the loss of the battle, to the cowardice of the clum^ Col. Germh and Col. 
Scamnans. 

The above account of Maj. Jackson p. 46, is from Mr< Baldwin see Notes p. 16 

7 
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Poet Foster, of CbarlettoWDy was principal siurgeoa ; many of 
the wounded were carried to a place of safety on the backs of 
their comrades, and the best litter for the highest officer was a 
blanket and rails. Doct, Eustis,^ of the artillery. Doctors 
Thos. Kitteridge, Walter Hastings, Thos. Welsh, David Town* 
Sfod, and Jno. Hunt, were in attendance this day, principally at 
a house under the western side of Bunker Hill ; they were join- 
ed by Lieut. Col. Bricketf a physician, who came off with the 
first of the wounded* Doct. Welsh was afterwards near Winter 
Hill, by which route the troops, who went to Cambridge, re* 
treated ; he and Sam'l Blodget assisted in arresting the retreat 
of the N. Hfimpshire troops. Col. Gardner was orertakea 
here by the flying soldiers, which roused him to make bis last 
effort for his country ; with his feeble remains of strength he 
raised himself up by the rails on which he was carried, and 
beckoned them back to the fight. 

The number of the Americans during the battle was fluetu- 
atmg, but may be fairly estimated at 3500 who joined in the 
battle, and 500 more who covered the retreat.]: Their loss 
was one hundred and fifteen killed and missing, three hundred 
and five wounded, and thirty captured, in all four hundred and 
fifty .^ The following was the estimated loss of the respec- 
tive corps : 

^ Colonels Stark and Reed 15 45 

Colonel Scaramans 2 

-I Crerrish 3 2 

s.^ ' Whitcomb 5 8 

,... Brewer 7 11 

■ Little 7 23 

■ Gardner 6 7 

Gridley • 4 

. * Afterwards Secretary of War, Minister to Holland, and Gov. of Muss. 
of nrbane manners and respectable talents. 

t It is said Warren, as be went on, obtained his arms from him. 

Dr. John Warren, brother to the General, hearing a rumor of an approach- 
ing engagement^ cama from Salem to join the iirmy as a soldier en the day 
of the battle, was engaged as Hospital Snrgeon, and much distinguished as 
such during the war. 

t The average numbers in a Regt. according to the returns of 17 the 
author has, were 469. Qreat allowance must be made for those unable, and 
those unwilling, to go on ; the men went on or off as they pleased, and when 
they pleased. 

§ Qw. Wftrd's trd. book. 
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lUfiaeatf. SUM. Wowndcd. 

General Putnam's re^ment, ^ 

Captain Coit, and r ' ' ' ^^ ^^ 
Captain Chester's companies, ) 

General Ward 1 6 

Colonel Bridge 16 5^9 

Prescott . 42 28 

Frye 15 31 

•Nixon 3 10 ^ 

' Woodbridge 1 5 

— Dooiittle • . . 9 A- 

Prinfidence mwipap§rj Juty IS^ 177$- 

The British loss was about 1600,* Gage acknowledges but 
1054 ;f including eighty-nine officers ; two hundred and 
twenty-siiL killed, including nineteen officers, and eight hun- 
dred and twenty-eight wounded, seventy of them officers. Th6 
52d regt. lost 5 officers, four of them the highest in the regi- 
ment } their only complaint was that they Were wouuded in tih^ 
back. The marines lost six, and Howe's aid-de-camp ; and 
had 12 wounded. The grenadiers of the Welsh fdsileers 
were reduced to eight, and twenty-two out of thirty-nliie grena- 
diers of the fifty-second regiment were killed. All the grena- 
diers fo one company were shot storming the works except five, 
and these were led on by the oldest soldier .t Lord Rawdon, 
afterwards Cu-l of Moira and Marquis of Hastings, led on a 
corps of grenadiers, and escaped with a ball or. two throng hte 
cap.^ 

Stark's Capt. Baldwin, who had been in twenty actions, 
Nixon's Capt. Moses, and Lieuts. Dix of Gerrish^s, West i 
of Whitcomb's, and Bailey of Bridge's regiments, were kilted ; \ 
Ward's Capt. Wood, Putnam's Lieut. Grosvenor, Stark's Lieut 
Scott, II and Little's serjeant afterwards Lieut.Peurson^wounded. 
Capt. Warner carried on but 23 men, 17 of them were killed or 
wounded. He received a ball through his hat, another through 
his waistcoat pocket which destroyed bis knife handle^ on^ 
through his coat, and, by a fourth, lost his gun, easily replaced 
now from those which bad lost th^ owners. Capt* Cobom 
had two balls through his jacket, and five through his s^irt ; 
and Capt. BuUard^s clothes were cut as remarkably, both were 

* Mass. Cong. 

t His crafty exprettioo that he tent over, s$^mething abow ^000 hat de- 
ceived many. 

t Gentleman's Magazine Cor 1775 p. 397. 

i Biirgoyne says, ** be behaved to a cbarmy his name is established forever." 

n Not caked Lieut. %n record, bat doubtless the same who was taken prisoner. 
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unhurt. After the retreat, Col. Sargeftt was slightly wounded 
by a cannon ball, which carried off Lieut. Col. Ward's car- 
tridge box and knocked down a subaltern. Many were in- 
jured, and Capt. Bancroft lost an eye, from the percussion of 
the air by cannon balls. Col. Nixon's life was saved by a dol- 
lar in his pocket, Judge Winthrop and James Swan, Esq. vol- 
unteered in the battle, fought valiantly with their muskets, and 
the former was wounded.* 

Thirty-one Americans, taken prisoners, were confined, offi- 
cers and men, in Boston jail. Washington complained to Gage 
of their treatment, who declared they fared as well as the Bri- 
tish,! though destined to the cord by the laws of the country ; 
but that, not acknowledging rank unless derived from the crown, 
he made no distinction in favour of officers. 

In this battle the British gained a nominal victory, but the 
Aipericans the only prize contended for ; they destroyed en- 
tirely the physical and moral force of the British army, impris- 
oned them within their narrow limits, and prevented their ex- 
cursions. The enemy never after recovered their enterprise 
and confidence in America, and by this single battle the final 
success of the American revolution was secured. 

The Rev. Doct. Saml. Macclintock of Greenland, Chaplain 
of Stark's Reg. and in the war of '56 Chaplain of Goffe's Reg^, 
was in the battle of Bunker Hill, intrepidly by " his exhortations 
prayers and example epcouraging and qinin^ating them to the 
unequal conflict," 

* Philip Johnaoo, Esq. then of Little's regiment, was wounded. His Capt. 
Perkins, finding it waxed warm when they arrived at the neck, threw away bis 
wig, and led bis men over at single file, the mode generally adopted. 

Mr. Abbot, now postmaster at Andover, received a ball through his leg ; Mr. 
Barker carried him off ^ a mile on his back. A hall passed through the body 
Qf one man and wounded another in the knee ; the first recovered, the latter 
died. Braddish received a ball in the back of his head or neck, which came 
out through his forehead, was cured, and served again. Gates's jaw 
was broken by a ball ', he served a year or two, till sent home as disabled, and 
has been compelled to dress his wound every day for ^ a century. Another 
has. worn a bullet in his leg the same Icngtli of time. The heart of Pollard, 
the first killed, continued beating for some time after it was cut out of him by 
the cannon ball, 

Capt. Wheeler, going 6n, a 24-pound cannon shot passed between his leg^ 
oq top of Bunker Hill, threw him into the air, prostrated him, and broke his 
waistband string \ his leather smallclothes secured him from further injury. 

Fear fastened on Capt. *** like night-mare ; heartily tncKned to fight in 
the cause, and deeply mortified, it was impossible for him to break the apeU. 
He honestly confessed his weakness ; a serjeaot led on the company y and^ 
against their unanimous wish, he resigned. 

t Boston suffered extremely A-omwant of fresh provisions ; owing to which 

many of the prisoners and British died. A present, from Putnam to Gen, 

Gfige's lady, of a quarter of veal, was of consequence enongh to be recorded 

in the newspapers. The respected Master Lovell was imprisoned, and after^ 

vards carried to Halifax, on account of his letters found on Gen. Warren. 

The Americans us^d no colors, and the British neither colors nor muslCv 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER. 



Ward was appointed by the National Congress first major 
general and second in command of the army. He assumed 
the command of the right wing at Roxbury on the arrival of 
Washington, 2d July, by whom his disposition of the troops 
around Boston was approved.* From ill health he resigned his 
commission in April. '76, but continued in command at the re- 
quest of Washington and Congress till March '77. He was af- 
terwards in Congress under the old confederation and present 
constitution, and died in 1800, ^ged 73.f 

Thomas was appointed first Brig. Gen. under the United 
States ; in '76 Maior Gen. and on the death of Montgomery 
repaired to Canada to command the army before Quebec. 
He found their situation desperate ; but was too adventurous 
to relinquish the enterprise without one attempt to secure the 
favours of fortune. He endeavoured to bum the enemy's naval 
force before the city by a fire ship, designing to attack the 
place during the conflagration; the fire ship miscarried, he was 
compelled to retreat, and died of the small pox at Chamblee. 

Pomeroy expressed his strong sense of the blindness of for> 
tune, that, of the two volunteer generals in the battle, Warren, 
the young and chivalrous soldier, the eloquent and enlightened 
legislator, should fall, and he escape, old and useless, unhurt. 
From age he declined the honourable appointment of first Brig. 
Gen. of the U. S. army, and retired from service. But, like 
the veteran war horse, when the echoes of his majestic Connec** 
ticut rang with the clarion of battle, he spumed the peaceful re-- 
treat which his long life and long services demanded. H& 
preferred even a regiment to inaction, and as a colonel mareh-i^ 
ed to join the kindred spirits who composed our army in the 
Jdrseys. His exposures produced a pleurisy, which proved 



* MarshaU, 242. 

t Two days after the battle he informed Mass. Congress, that spears might 
have saved the redoubt, the army were immediately supplied with them } and 
they were kept greased to prevent their being effectually grasped by the ene« 
my. Ward's Aid de camp was Saml. Osgood, his Secretary Jos. Ward, after- 
wards a highly respected Muster-master^general duriog mosiofthe war][undei( 
Washiagton. 
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fatal at Peekskill in New York, where his country owes him a 
monument, and bravery and patriotism perennial fame. 

When Putnam* was ordered on what may well be styled a 
forlorn hope, to land with a detachment at Boston, in face of 
the army and batteries of the enemy, Prescott solicited of him 
the honor of participating the desperate enterprise, which was 
arrested however by a hurricane, and the enemy were expelled 
from a different quarter. The Col. continued in service, accom- 
panied Washington to New York, and on the disastrous retreat 
through the Jerseys, was the only officer able to keep his men 
in the ranks. They proved worthy the hero of Bunker Hill, 
•ad kept the enemy in respect ; Washington applauded them 
as an example to the array, and tendered his thanks to the Col. 
in general orders* In '77 he joined Gen. Gates with a corps of 
volunteeri, and continued with him till the capture of Bw[* 
goyne. 

On the return of peace he again entered the state legislature^ 
and distinguisbed himself in '87 as a magistrate, as he did in '75 
as a warrior. From the miseries and poverty produced by 
war, many of the sufferers in Massachusetts were driven to an 
armed opposition to government ; this enlightened patriot em^ 
ployed his powerful influence to stay the torrent of insurrection ; 
he collected bis friends and proceeded to Concord armed to 
protect the court there against the insurgents. He was reli-* 
gious and died, 1790, in tli^ 70th year of his age- 
Immediately after the battle, the rank of major general was 
conferred on Gridley. America commenced her revolution 
with but four pieces of cannon, and to his mechanical science 
and ingenuity she was indebted for the first mortars and cannon 
ever cast in the country. After being confined some months by 
bis wound, be repaired to Cambridge and superintended the 
fortifications erecting round Boston. On the 4th March, '76^ 
he was again engaged in erecting fortifications in the night, and 
the address, science, and prodigies of labour, displayed at Dor-> 
Chester Heights, were perhaps never exceeded, except on 
Breed's Hill. These works compelled the enemy to evacuate 
Boston, the heights and the islands of which, vttre fortified by 
Gridley. Wasluogton urged him to accompany the army, Mit 
his advanced age forbade, and he retired on half pay. In '95 
he assisted in laying the corner stone of the state house, as in 
laying that of the state in '75, and lived to the age of 86, a 



* Patnam cooimenced the fortifications at Prospect Hill, and after Washing' 
toB*s arrival, at Lcchmere Point likewise, and Cobble Hill, the work at tiio 
last place was named Putnam's impre^aable Fort. 



model of courtlbes9> beneficence, and hospitality, as well as 
military exeeUence* 

Stark will be reeognised as the hero of Bennington, where 
he practised an ingenious deception to strike a panic into the 
enemy. He had one iron cannon, but neither powder suffici«it 
for it, nor balls ; he ordered an officer to load it, who objected 
the want of balls ; ^* no matter," said the colonel, '* load it 
*^ with blank cartridge, and let the discharge be the signal for 
" all the troops to rush aaJ^ The Hessians were panic-struck 
at the thundering report, his traces rushed on with loud hurras, 
and the victory was complete.* 

The veteran Coh Jos. Frye, brodier to James, had served 
with reputation in the wars of '45, and '66, conunanded aU th« 
Mass. forces in '57,f was captured at fort Wm. Henry, stripped 
naked, and gashed with tomahawks]: in the subsequent massa- 
cre ; was appointed Maj. Gen. by Mass. €k>ngress, 21 June 
'75, served some time afterwards, and died very old at Frye- 
burgh, named after his family. 

Col. Gardiner lived a few days after the battle, being asdced 
if he was well enough to see his son, " yes," aiKswered the 
hero, '^ if be has done his duty." He had the satisfaction to 
see him, and learn that he bravely distinguished himself. 

The Hfe of Brooks since the battle ^ Bunker Hill has been 
far too distinguished in the militaory and political history of 
America to be noticed satisfactorily in a supplement. His 
regiment, when Washington arrived at Cambridge, was distin* 
guiahed for its superior discipline, and Gates pronounced inm 
one of the first disciplinarians in service. He was appointed 
first inspector of the army under Steuben, and afterwards Adj. 
Gen. for the army on the North River, and was distinguished in 
Qearly all the important battles of the revolution. He was in 
the battle on Long Island with the reinforcement, and in that 
of White Plains ; history has recorded him among the most dis- 
tinguished commanders in the army which captured Burgoytie ^ 
and he was in the batde of Mcmmouth as Adj. Gen. From 
their earliest acquaintance, be was a favourite of Washington, 
enJQ3redliia uniform friendship, and wia bonouraUy extinguish- 
ed, from being selected by him as one of the general officers, to 
serve with him again in '98. During the last war h« had the su- 
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perintendenceof the militia of Mass. and secured the country from 
inroads of the enemy. For many years he was elected govei^ 
nor and commander in chief of Massachusetts, to the universal 
satisfaction of all parties. Over the liberties and free constitu- 
tions he established as a warrior, he presided as a legislator with 
distinguished ability. In 1823 he declined a reelection, and 
died in '25 universally lamented. 

The brave Knowlton, from the first moment of the battle to 
the last of the retreat, showed himself worthy the honour of 
being selected as the first among the Connecticut captains. 
He was promoted, and on the night of 8th of Jan. went, in 
command of 200 men, directly under the enemy's batteries, 
and burned some houses left standing near the neck, killed or 
captured the British in them, and came off witliout loss under 
a heavy fire. He was afterwards Lieut. Col. and at the bat^ 
de of Harlem heights, was sent by Washington to gain the ene^ 
my's rear ; a bloody action ensued ; Knowlton and his men 
fought the whole forceof the enemy, of vastly *^uperior num- 
bers, before the Americans could attack in front, and gained 
the advantage. By this gallant afi[air, he restored to the army, 
a glorious moral force, nearly extinguished by disasters ; but at 
the expense of many of his brave men in the unequal contest ; 
his Major Leitch was slain, with three balls through him, and 
the victory was dearly purchased with his own invaluable life. 
Washington paid due honour to his memory in general orders^ 
declaring, *^ he had died a glorious death, which every soldier 
^^ ought to wish for, and would have been an honour to any 
" country on earth." 

The indignation felt by Prescott, at the loss of the battle, 
was general, in the army and throughout the country ; a scru- 
tiny, severe and unrelenting, was instituted into the conduct of 
every one who could be suspected. Even the dangerous and 
honourable wounds of Bridge were insufficient to secure him 
from passing the ordeal of a court ; from whose relentless se- 
verity he narrowly escaped condemnation, on the charge of 
keepmg under cover too cautiously in the redoubt. 

Notwithstandrng this severe inquisition, and the great num-^ 
ber of Americans engaged, most of them for the the first tinxe^ 
five only were discovered guilty of misconduct. Of these, 
Maj. Gridley was tried for neglect of duty, Gen. Green presid- 
ing, the court '* find him guilty of breach of orders, and there- 
" fore dismiss him from the Massachusetts service ; but on ac- 
'^ count of his inexperience and youth, and the great confusion 
" which attended that day's transaction in general, they do not 
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<< consider him incapable of a Continental commisaiony ahdidd 
^ the general officers recommend him to his Excelleno^.'^ 

Mansfield was obviously guilty of an error only, arising froiii 
inexperience ; be was cashiered. Col. Gerrish evinced cer- 
tainly a want of military ardor and activity, but this was in part 
a constitutional defect. He was mot accused before the com- 
mittee of Congress by Gen. Putnam, iind in the opinion of the 
highly respected judge advocate of the court was far too harshr 
ly treated.f 

A complaint was lodged against him with Ward immediately 
after the battle, who refused to notice it on account of thi» 
unorganised state of the army. He wa^ stationed at SewalPs 
point, which was fortified ; in a few weeks a floating battery 
made an attack on the place, which be did not attempt to 
repel, observing, ^^ the rascals can do us no harm, and it would 
'< be a mere waste of powder, to fire at them with our 4 
'* pounders ;'' it was evening, the lights were extinguished, and 
ell the British balls flew wide of the fort. For his conduct on 
this occasicm, and at Bunker Hill he was arrested immediately, 
tried, found guilty of ^' conduct unworthy an officer,'* and 
cashiered. 

Capt. Callendef apparently guilty of cowardice is a ^rious ior 
stance of the buoyancy of genuine herot«n, and the redeeming elr 
ficacy of the '' mind conscious of rectitude." The furioas denun- 
ciation of Putnam, the sentence of court, and thundering proscrip- 
tion of WashingtcH), would have crushed any one foretBr, not 
«rmed widi a panopfy^ so divine. A committee of Congress ap- 
pointed to inquire into the truth of a report, that some ciffioers of 
the army had been gwlty of mtsconduet ; report, that they had 
made inquiry of Gen. Putnam and other officers who wera in the 
hottest of the battle, and that the general charged Capt. Cdien- 
der and another artillery officer, wkh infamous cowardice, one 
of the principal causes of the defeat, i|nd ififi3rmed them tliat 
he would quit the service if these officers were not made an ex- 
am[^ of, and that one of them ought to be shot. The court 
martial oondemQed Cailender, and Washington approved the 
judgment, ^' not only from die particular guttt of Gapl. CaUeii- 
^' der, but die fatal c(»isequence of such conduct to the army, 
'' and to the cause of America in general." 

Notwithstanding this, our hero resolved to compel the W4ir|d 
to acknowledge, by his future conduct, that his paet had been 
mietaken. He continued widi his corps as a vohinleer} and 
desperately exposed himself m every auction. The brave and 
beneficent Knox extended to him lus frteadsdiip. At the bat- 
tle on Long Island, the Capt. and Lieut, of the artillery eom- 
pany, in which he served, were d?oC ; he assumed the com- 
mand, and refusing to retreat, fought hie pieces to <ihe test ; 

.__. . II I — . . — »«^— ■— ^— .1.— - 

"" Ofd. Book. t f «4pe Tw^or. 

8 



58 BUNKER HILL BATTLE. 

the bayonets of the soldiers were just upon him, when a Brit-^ 
ish officer, admiring his chivalrous and desperate courage, inter-^ 
fered and saved^ him. Washington expressed the highest ap- 
probation of his conduct, gave him his hand and his cordial 
thanks ; ordered the sentence of the court martial to be erased 
from the orderly book, and restored him his commission. He 
held this during the war, and left service at the peace, with the 
highest honour and reputation.^ 

Capt. Dearborn was afterwards distinguished during the re- 
volutionary war for his bravery and enterprise. He volunteered 
at the head of a company of men, selected from the regiment 
to accompany Arnold, in the winter of '75, through the track- 
less wilds, to Quebec ; an enterprise, which, in daring hardi- 
hood and courage, is not surpassed by Hannibal's passage of 
the Alps. He commanded a battalion of Lt. infantry, at Sara- 
toga, and his services were acknowledged by Gates in the high- 
est terms of approbation. Cilley's regiment in which he was 
Lieut. Col. was highly distinguished in the battle of Monmouth, 
and the salvation of the army was owing to their courage. 
Washington acknowledged the service, and sent to inquire what 
regiment it was. " Full blooded yankees by . . . sir," was 
the answer of the commander. Dearborn was afterward sec- 
retary at war under JeiSerson ; and during the last war first 
major general and senior officer of the army. 

Porter, who stood by his captain and cannon to the last, 
rose through every grade of office, to be a distinguished Gen. 
in the army. He was intrusted with the command at Norfolk, 
the last war, and in 1818 was at Boston in command of the 
district which in '75 as a private he so bravely defended. 

Howe, notwithstanding his wound, remained on the field the 
whole night, watching the movements of the enemy; supporting 
himself against some hay, .he ordered his attendants to prevent 
him from falling asleep. 

In ^the morning* young Winslowf of Boston, recognised the 
body of Warren, and announced the fact. Howe would 
scarcely credit the account ; it was so improbable that the 
president of Congress was in the battle. Dr. Jeffries was on 
the field dressing the British wounded, and the wounded Amer- 
ican prisoners, with his usual humanity and skill. Howe in- 
quired of him if he could identify Warren ; he recollected that 
he had lost k finger nail and wore a false tooth, and informed 
the general that Warren had five days before ventured over to 
Boston in a canoe to get information, invited Jeffiries to join the 
Americans as surgeon, and informed him that he was himself to 
receive a commission in the army. Warren was instantly 
recognised, and the enemy declared this victim alone was worth 
five hundred of their men. 



* Lt. WoQdir«rd wa« »l«o f«und guilty of mi|M:oDduct. t Gen. Wioslow. 
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Note A, 

» 

Conduct of Gen, Putnam during the battle. 

Gov. Brooks's statement. The author being in the staff of 
Gov. Brooks and enjoying his friendship, received every assist- 
ance from him he could desire in writing an account of the 
battle. This battle was probably never understood by any 
one better than by him. Meeting the troops who went on, 
over night, at the neck ; continuing with them on duty as a 
field officer till the forenoon following, when he was despatch- 
ed to head-quarters at Cambridge, where he arrived at 10 
o'clock and was retaihed till permitted to rejoin the troops at 
the neck on the last of the retreat ; solicitously inquiring at 
the time, and ever after, into the occurrences, nothing important 
could have escaped him : and the author is without apology 
if, with the information derived from him, he has committed a 
single mistake of the slightest consequence. 

Gov. Brooks stated,* he was informed by Col. Webb, a distinguish- 
ed Connecticut officer, who signalized himself in Bunker-Hill batde, 
that Gen. Putnam (whoso Aid he was afterwards) on the retreat, 
remained in the reac by a cannon, with a iserjeant, the only man he 
could persuade to stand by him, till the enemy were just upon them 
with their bayonets, when the Serjeant was shot down and he was 
compelled to retire. Gov. Brooks, going to Cambridge in the 
forenoon, met Gen. Putnam riding toward Bunker Hill. 
, i ' ■ ' 

* This, and every other statement referred to by the author, were taken down in writ- 
ing at the time *, any person who pleases may haye copies taken of any documents in his 
possession. 






The following testimony is from the Boston Centinel. 

As the original documents have long been lost from 

jUyvy^'^^ the Boston Athenaeum, we can only say, the copies • in the 

U Centinel and N. A. Review are known to have been made by 

two gentlemen of as high honour and integrity as our country 

ever produced. 

Judge Grosvenor says, under the immediate superintendence of 
Gren. Putnam, ground vas broken and a redoubt formed. The next 
day Gen. Putnam was extremely active and directed principally the 
operations. After the British landed, a detachment of four Lieuten- 
ants and 120 men of Gen. Putnam's Regt. under Capt. Knowlton 
were by the Gen. ordered to take post at a rail fence on the left of 
the breastwork. The Gen. inspired confidence by his example ; 
of the officers the most active were Putnam, Prescott, and Knowlton. 

Abner Allen, of Western, deposes before a Judge of the . Su- 
preme Court : — was in Grosvenor's company ; went on the night be- 
fore the battle ; Putnam was then and there called Gen. and acted 
as such. I was at the rail fence, and do know that Gen. Putnam 
was in the engagement. I saw him on horseback urging the men iQ 
fight with great earnestness ; he was as much exposed as any man 
engaged. 

JosiAH Hill, Tyringham, Putnam's Regt. testifies : ^ I know thai 
Gen. Putnam was in the battle, took part in the engagement, and wair 
as much exposed as any body in the battle." 

The Rev. Army Chaplain. — Gen. Putnam did all that man could 
do to induce the men to go on to the Hill. He led on Capt. Knowl- 
ton with part of a Connecticut Regt. [After adding some other 
facts,] I was the intimate friend of Col. rrescott and Lt. Col. Rob- 
inson, and from the mouths of those heroes I had this account. 

He adds in his letter, which we have, 

Thos. Cooke, Esq. member of Mass. Congress, signer of noord 
in hand money, says : he went to one of the neighboring hills to view 
the battle ; saw G^n. Putnam, whp did all that man could do to get 
on the men to Breed's Hill ; he appeared firm, resolute, thoughtless 
of personal danger ; his praise was in the mouth of every one at 
that time, he never heard a disrespectful word against him. 

Reuben Kemp, Brooklyn,Con. Stark's Regt. testifies r" arrived at 
the high grounds over the neck ; were furnished with infrenching 
tools and began to throw up a breastwork ; in ten or fifteen minutes 
the drums beat to arms, and we were marched immediately. Gen. 



Putnam seemed io have the ordering of things. He cbarged the 
men not to -fire till the enemy came close to the works, and to take 
good aim and make every shot kill a man*- A few pieces were dis- 
charged before the order, Gen. Putnam passed along the lines quick'* •: t , 
ly and threatened to stab any one who fired without order. The 
enemy got pretty near the works, we were ordered to take good 
aim and fire. At this time Gen. Putnam was constantly passing 
backward and forward from right to left." 

Isaac Bassett, Killingley, Gen. Putnam's Regt deposes : was 
at the redoubt and breastwork just as the action commenced ; saw 
Gen. Putnam there with his sword drawn, encouraging and anima- 
ting the troops. My father was going o^ with a wounded man. 
Gen. Putnam stopped him, pricking his arm with his sword, and 
told him not a soldier should leave the ground. I saw Gen. Putnam 
in the hottest of the fight, calling on the men to stand their ground ; 
I am sure he was at the same post when the enemy scaled the walls 
of the redoubt. 

Ebenezer Bjsan, Conway, Stark's Regt. at the Redoubt, about 
12. Gen. Putnam was there and very active, was urging the men 
on, giving orders, riding from one end of the line to the other as far 
as I could observe, and continued active through the action ; in my 
opinion fought with great bravery. ' 

Judge Advocate Tudor : soon after the arrival of Gen. Washing- 
ton, courts-martial were ordered for trial of officers for misbehavior 
17th June. In the inquiry which those trials occasioned, I never 
heard any insinuation against the conduct of Gen. Putnam. 

Pres. Adams, senior. ** This I do say without reserve, I never 
heard the least insinuation of dissatisfaction with the character of 
Gen. Putnam during his whole life." 

Capt. John Barker, formerly of Pomfret, ^^ knew Putnam perfect- 
ly ; between the first and second attacks he came on foot to about 
the centre of ours (Reed's N. tt; Regt.), warmly praised the men 
for their bravery and encouraged them to fight well should the ene- 
my come again. 

Major Elihu Lyman, Greenfield, a Lieut, in the battle, deposes ; 
well remembers, Gen. Putnam was present directing the retreat, ri- 
ding backward and forward betweai us and the British, and ap- 
peared cool and deliberate, frequently speaking to the men. He 
continued with us till we were out of the reach of small arms. I 
now perfectly remember, that I then expected every moment to see 
Gen. Putnam shot from his horse. I knew Gen. Putnam perfectly, 
was in the army with him in the French w^ar, and 5 years in the 
revolutionary war. 



Anderson Miner, Maj. Lyman's company : saw Gen. Putnam 
riding through the American ranks amidst showers of balls undaun- 
ted, with his sword drawn, exhorting the troops < in the name of 
God' to form and give the British one shot more, and then they 
might retreat. 

Gen. Keys, many years adjutant-general of Conn. 1st Lieut. 
Putnam's Regt. : saw Putndm after the repulse of the ienemy near 
the field-pieces deserted by Callender, as I was going towards the 
Redoubt, very active, found our troops giving way and immediately 
retreated. 

Ariel Bugree, Pomfret, Putnam's Regt. : posted on left of the 
line 'behind rail fence ; Gen. Putnam was riding backward and for- 
ward encouraging the men during the fight ; when we retreated, Gen. 
Putnam was on horseback within ten rods of the enemy, and ordered 
us to take some tools as we retreated. 

John Dexter, Pomfret, Vt. Putnam's Regt. : knew him well ; 
saw him on the hill the night before the action ; heard him tell the 
officers they must exert themselves, for the British would fire as soon 
as light appeared. Saw him there again in the morning. One of 
the centinels jumped from his post on the fort ; he ordered another 
to be placed there who was not a coward. The fire from the British 
was very severe, the Gen. appeared unintimidated, as if they had 
not fired a gun. • 

Alexander Davidson, Edgecombe, Ford's company, deposes : 
Putnam ordered our company to carry the cannon, deserted by Cal- 
lender, to the rail fence ; he accompanied the pieces himseli, saw 
to the placing them and until they commenced firing them, I well 
recollect his expression at the second firing of one of the pieces, it 
was loaded with cannister and seemed to make a lane through them. 
What time Putnam left our company I cannot say, but he was with 
us at the rail fence when the battle began, animating the men and 
telling us not to fear. 

Eren'r. Bancroft, Esq. Tyngsborough, jCapt. in Bridge's Regt., 
Lieut, with Putnam when a Maj. in the French war, together seve- 
ral campaigns : has seen him often in the midst of danger ; his 
courage could not be doubted, nor his character impeached. 

Was at the laying out of the works on Breed's Hill, the lines were 
marked out by Putnam. A party of Connecticut men under the di- 
rection of Gen. Putnam formed the rail breastwork, and lined it. 
Cannon were used on both sides. I loaded one piece myself twice ; 
we received from the field pieces of the enemy several shot through 
our gateway at time of the retreat. 



He remarks J I believe (in a lost letter) that Coh Prescoti 
and some of his officers informed some southern gentlemen j 

% hat in time of the action Putnam placed himself on the top of the 
hill where he could see the whole of the action. 

Jas. Clark, Capt., Gen. Putnam's Regt : commanded 100 men, 
arrived at rail fence ten minutes after the action began, and before 
Charlestown was burnt. Qn the retreat saw Gen. Putnam for the 
fourth time that day, actively engaged in managing the retreat. 
Whenever I saw him on Bunker Hill, he appeared like a good sol- 
dier, firm, composed, vigilant, active, undaunted, in the discharge 
of the important duties of his station. 

17th June last, he says, he was i mile from the Hill when 
small arms began. * 

Major John Burnham, Londonderry, Lieut, in Little's Regt. : 
when arrived near the rail fence, saw Gen. Putnam. He appeared 
busily engaged in giving directions to the troops as they came up. 
He ordered my Capt. to get to the fort if he could ; passed by the 
fort and went to the south of it till we saw enemy's left flank ; Web- 
ber of my company was there with me and wounded. 

A Committee of Mass. Congress report : we applied to Gen. 
Putnam and other officers who were in the heat of the engagement 
for further intelligence. Gen. Putnam informed us, as he was riding 
up Bunker Hill, he met an office^ in the train drawing his cannon 
down in great haste ; he ordered the officer back, who replied he 
had no cartridges. The Gen. dismounted and examined his boxes, 
and found^a considerable number of cartridges, upon which he order- 
ed him back ; he refused until the Gen. threatened him with instant 
death, but soon deserted bis post and left his cannon. Another offi- 
cer, who had direction of another cannon, conducted much in the 
same way. Gen. Putnam declared one of these officers ought to 
be punbhed with death, and that unless exemplary punishment was 
infQcted he would assuredly leave the army. That on the defect 
of these officers, the reinforcements ordered up the Hill could not be 
prevailed on to go ; the plea was, the artillery was gone, and that 
they had no chance for their lives, declaring they had no officers to 
lead them. 

Col. Putnam informed me,* that about this time bis father 
offered to lead them on himself, entreated, threatened, and 
broke his sword over them knocking down a non-commissioned 
officer. 

* His letter. 
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The following statements were published * in the Patriot, by 
Gen. Dearborn. 

Gbn. M. M'Clart, Epsom, was in the battle from beginning to 
end ; on the retreat saw Gen. Putnem oo: top4)f Bunker Hill 
with a spade in his hand ; has no recollection of seeing him in the 
battle. 

Gen. PsiBCEy Hillsborough, Ford's company, went on to the Hill 
about 11 ; Patnam requested our company to drag^ Callettder'^ 
cannon down Bunker Hill ; at Capt. Ford's persuanon, drew them 
fo rail fence ; thinks he saw Gen. Putnam at that place, looking, fo* 
some part of his sword ; did not hear him give any orders or assume 
any command except on top of Bunk^ Hill; . 

17th June last he says^ *he thinks Putnam Was as brave a$ 
any man. % 

In a letter to Alden Bradford^ Esq, he adds, 

He thinkis the action began a little before 1 ; thinks 15 or l600 
men were in Redoubt ; there was but one N. H. Regt. in the en- 
gagement, of which Poor was a field officer with Stark and M'Clary^ 
tiiis Regt. left Medford at 10, and was on the battle ground one hour 
or more before action. 

fVe need not say how worthless his recollections are. 

Capt. S. R. Trevett, Marblehead, Capt. Art. — About 1, the 
17th, left Cambridge ; saw Putnam riding toward Cambridge, and 
back toward Charlestown in 10 or 15 minutes ; when -arrived at 
the N. W. side of Bunker HiU, 

^TTiis was some time after the battle commenced, and after 
the first retreat of the British, as Capt. Trevett has very often 
informed me.] 

saw Gen. Putnam dismounted and several others ; went to select a 
station for my pieces, saw Gen. Putnam on my return,, the ^igago- 
was then ^oing on ; arrived at rail fence when retreat commenced ; 
descending N. W. side of Bunker Hill, again saw Gen. Putnam in 
the samie place putting his tent on his horse, asked him wbene I 
should carry my field piece, he said to Cambridge. 

Maj. Caleb Stark, son of the Col. : arrived at top of Bunker 
Hill, saw Gerrish, and Putnam I was told it \iras, standing together* 
Gen. Putnam performed no part in the operations at Breed's Hill? 



his Station was Buakef HilL The baUia cojaunenced about the mid- 
dle of the afternoon. 

I believe Col. Reed was not in tlie aetion* 

fkVitnesses to prove Putnam was not in the action, because they 
not see him in a line of | of a mile ! Could not see Col. Reed, \/\ 
who was fighting and commanding beside them, as well known and 
as easily proved as that Col. Stark was there !] 

According to Dr. Snow [Bost. Centinel], there was the same rival- 
ry and jealousy between Reed and Stark, as appears on the side of 
Stark and his officers against Putnam ; the latter, Judge Advocate 
Tudor attributed to Gen. Putnam's interference with the irregularities 
of the N. H. troops, particularly some violence committed by Stark 
and his Regt. against Col. Hobart, the N. H. paymaster, on which 
m coort was held under Gr^i. G#een, which r<$ported unfaroraibly to 
CoL Stark ;* but the matter, I believe, was adjusted by the parties. 

RoB. K. WiLKiNS, Concordj [after a ridiculous peregrination] — 
saw Putnam and Gerrish about a hundred rods from our line, as I 
was going to rail fence, before firing with small arms commenced ; 
just before the retreat of the enemy from the fort, passed on to Bun- 
ker Hill, where I found Putnam and Gerrish again. 

Rev. Wm. BfiNTLET. Col. Stark said : " My Chaplain — Had he 
{Gen. Putnam] done his duty, he would have decided the fate of his 
country in the first action.'* He then described the " pen," as he 
called the inclosed works, and the want of judgment in the works." 

Was this all he blamed Putnam for ? 

Abex Paeker, Esq. Jafirey. At the breastwork till wounded by 
the enemy, who flanked it ; then went into ^e fort ; remained tttl 
Prescott ordered a retreat. Has no hesitation in dedairuig Col. 
Small's story totally unfounded. 

Hon. Thos. K1TTRED6E, surgeon. About 11, going off, saw 
Putnam at the foot of Bunker HiU ; heard him request some of the 
men to go the fort and see if they could get some of the intrenching 
tools. 

Rev. Dam'l Chaplin, D.D. Groton, and Rev. John Bollard, Pep- 
perelL Were intimate with Col. Prescott ; he told us repeatedly, 
that when the retreat was ordered and commenped^ and he was dc" 
scending the HiU, he met Gen. Putnam and said to him, ^^ why did 
you not support me. General, with your men, as I had reason to ex- 
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pect according to agreement ?" Putnam answered, << I coidd not 
drive the dogs up." Prescott pointedly said to him, ^^ if you coidd 
not drive them up, you might have led them up." 

It is well known, as Hon. Mr. Webster observes in N. A. 
Review, that Putnam and Prescott were on terms of respectful 
friendship as long as they lived. 

Deacon Lawrence, Groton. Gen. Putnam was not present ei- 
ther while the works were erecting, or during the whole battle. I 
continued in the redoubt during the whole of it ; I could see distinct- 
ly the rail fence and the troops stationed there during the battle, 
but Gen. Putnam was not present as I saw. I saw Warren shol, and 
from that time till he expired. 

This gentleman's memory is so impaired, that he has stated 
Col. Proscott to have been in a blue coat, and Warren in a 
blue coat and killed in the redoubt. 



The following evidence is from the statements taken down 
in writing by Gen. SuUivan and other Directors of the Bunker 
Hill monument, assisted by Judge Thacher and one or two 
other gentlemen, at the request of the Directors, from survi- 
ving soldiers of the battle present at the celebration the 17th 
June last, 

Joshua Yeomans, Norwich, Gen. Putnam's Regt* — Helped build 
the fort the night before the battle, led on by Gen. Putnam. Was 
well acquainted with Gen. Putnam ; saw a great deal of him in the 
acdon encouraging the men. I saw Gen. Putnam split a field-piece 
in the fort ; he could not get the ball into the piece. He went to 
his saddle-bags [haversack] and took a canvas bag of musket balls 
[grape], loaded tiie cannon, and fired it at a number of officers who 
were consulting under a row of tree^. I then went to rail fence ; 
there saw Gen. Putnam riding along the whole line and crying out, 
^ stick to your posts, men, and do your duty ;" he was gready ex- 
posed. 

Ricn'n Gilchrist, Dublin, Stark's Regt. At the rail fence the 
whole action. Putnam rode up as we went on, said, ^^ push on, Col. 
Stark, the enemy have landed and formed." I saw Gen. Putnam 
several times on foot encouraging the men. 

Ben j'n Mann, Capt in Reed's Regt W|usi stationed at rail fence ; 
was at dinner when the alarm was fi^t given, and orders to march. 
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111 the latter part of the eogagement I saw Gen* Putnam on my right, 
toward the redoubt. 

IsRASL Hunt, Dunstable, Bridge's Regt. Gen. Putnam and Capt. 
Ford brought an iron field-piece to the rail fence, and fired it a num- 
ber of times. 

Joseph Trask, BiUerica, Gardner's Regt* Gen. Putnam ordered 
us down to right of fort ; rode back of our Regt. and said, '^ if any 
one offered to desert, run him through." 

Francis Davidson, Londonderry, Ford's company, at rail 
fence. The enemy marched toward us under a heavy fire from 
their ships and their field pieces. We were ordered to He down till 
the enemy were near enough to be within good gun shot ; this order 
was given by Gen. Putnam, who was near us at the time. 

Job Spafford, Berlin, a Serjeant, Gen. Ward's Regt. We went 
to the rail fence. Gen. Putnam was employed in different places ; 
but the first time I remember distinctly to nave seen him was about 
the time the retreat was ordered. He ordered us to retreat, by 
speaking, and by motion of his sword. He seemed to have the chief 
command on the hill and where we were. 

Jesse Smith, Salem, (a respeetabJe Merchant j) was at rail fence ; 
fired 16 rounds : went off* to get his musket fixed. Going up Bunker 
Hill saw Col. Gardner wounded, and saw Gen. Putnam on his horse 
riding about frothing at the mouth, urging the men there down to 
the Ime of battle ; returning to the line, retreat began. 

A. DicKERSON, Amherst, Woodbridge's Regt. This and Col. 
Brewer's Regt. were led on by Gen. Putnam as a reinforcement. 

Wm. French, Dunstable. By order of Putnam and Pomroy, we 
carried tools to neck ; heard British were conbing ; some slunk off*, 
a number went on. I went to rail fence, and was there all the ac« 
tion. I saw Gen. Putnam a number of times. 

Russell DEWET,Westfield, went on just after action commenced ; 
saw (len. Putnam urging the men into the action with his drawn 
sword. 

Bbnj'n Bullard, Hopkinton, Capt. in Brewer's Regt. was in 
fort ; heard Putnam say, ^ Gods curse you," and saw him riding up 
and down ; knew him in French war. 

Enos Lake, Ringe, Reed's Regt. Went on just as battle began ; 
fired all my cartridges ; was at rail fence ; saw Putnam behind me 
once. 
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Wm. Low, Gloucester. Patnam ordered us to carry off intrench- 
iDg tools ; our company went, followed him in Indian file down the 
Hill ; the shot flew as thick as hailstone. Putnam was as cool as 
ever man was. News came the British were laiuling ; Putnam then 
said it was too late, ordered every man to take a rail on his back, 
took one himself, went to the other rail fence, and we worked at 
doubling it. Fired 18 out of ray, 19 cartridges. 

Philip Bagley, (a respectable Dep, Sheriff at Newhvryporijfor 
nearly SO years past^) Frye's Regt. Went over night ; fought at 
the breastwork till they turned the comer of the rail fence and began 
to rake the whole breastwork. Saw Putnam pass up and down the 
line on horseback during the battle, encouraging the soldiers. The 
shot were very thick where he was ; he had a very calm, encourage 
ing look. Knew him because I had seen him at Cambridge. 

Tros. Davis, Holden. Saw Gen. Putnam on Bunker Hill ; he 
told a negro he would cut him down if he attempted to run ; he XneA 
to get past, and Putnam struck him down with his sword. 

John Uoloen, Leicester, Doolittle's Regt Capt. afterwards in 
the army. In his statement and letter to the treasurer he says :•**«* 
Early in the morning Putnam came to our Regt. stationed, the night 
before near Prospect Hill, and ordered it on to the Hill by 9 o'clock. 
We went, and soon took post on left of Col. Stark by rail fence. 
During ^e action I often saw Gen. Putnam come up to our Bje^. ; 
he appeared very actively engaged in the action. One of the Regt 
rot down behind a haycock ; Gen. Putnam rode up and cried, 
^ Gods curse him ! run him through if he won't fight P' gave him 
one or two blows with his sword and drove him into the ranks. 

Sam'l Jokes, Sudbury, Doolittle's Regt 

i' This gentleman^ and the next witness' of E. Sudbury, are 
I known by Dr. Bigelow the distinguished Botanist, as wit- 
nesses of the highest respectability.] 

Was at the rail fence ; saw Gen. Putnam and spoke with him, he 
encouraged us very much, and rode up and down behind us, his 
horse was all of a lather, and the battle was going on very hotly at 
the time. 

. Mr* Jones has since informed me. 

Our cannon were brought down behind the rail fence ; ^^ I recol" 
lect with perfect distinctness they were fired a number of tipies." 
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Nathanicl Rics, £. Sudbory. Was in the fort ; find a musket 
i took from the Britbh at Concord 26 times. Saw Putnam riding 
loundy encouraging the people to the utmost, before the battle and 
daring the battle. 

JosiAH Cleveland, of Canterbury, Conn, in '75, Putnam's Regt 
Helped build Redoubt ; fought at riul fence.' Jin a detafled state- 
ment before Wm. Stevenson, Esq. he says :] Went night of l6th ; 
halted at neck by Gen. Putnam and ordered to load with 2 balls ; 
to march in profound silence; Gen. Putnam at our head.. There 
was a consultation of officers on Bunker Hill. Gen. Putnam was 
advanced to front ; suppose he led us to Breed's Hill. Saw him 
soon after arriving there. He ordered out a guard to the shore ; I 
went ; returned at daylight ; found Putnam and others directing the 
works. He was doing this most part of the time till enemy landed ; 
he then ordered Conn, and part of Mass. troops to make the breast- 
work at rail fence. Before fire of muskets began, Putnam ordered 
us to lie down, and not to fire till we «aw their buttons. An old sol» 
dier wanted to go off, he said, for water. Gen. Putnam told him, he 
depended on him as one of his best soldiers ; he persisted, and Gen. 
Putnam ran his sword through or into his arm aiid made him return 
to his duty. Fired 40 cartridges, borrowed 3 more. British bad 
several pieces of field artilUery ; one of our pieces was used at the 
rail fence. Knew Gen. Putnam very well. 

SiMKON Notes, Salem, Litde's Regt. was in the fort. He depo- 
ses before B. Merrill, Esq. Salem : — The bell was ringing, I know 
not whether for 1 o'clock, or the alarm. Adjutant Jenkins rode up 
and hallooed, ^ Torn out ! the enemy 's all landed at Chariestown.'' 
Col. Little and our Capt. went into the fort. Gen. Putnam rode up 
on his old white horse, and said to Lieut- Whitmore, the Capt. be- 
ing out of hearing, ^ Draw off your men here (pointing to the rail 
fence,) and man the rail fence ; the enemy are flanking us fast.'' I 
was an eye-witness of this. Gen. Putnam was not in the fort during 
the engagement ; he was riding to and fro in all parts of the line, 
encouraging the men, pressing them forward, and giving orders to the 
officers. He did not stop long in any one place. I saw him sev^ail 
times during the battle. When we were retreating, he rode up to 
us with his tent and tent^poles on his horse, and asked why we were 
retreating. He said, we had been wishing to have the enemy 
eome out, and now we had retreated, and had left the tools for them 
to fortify with ; — that we ought to be ashamed of such conduct. But 
our officers thought he was too fierv« and refused to eo back as he 
wished. 
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Wm. MAKDENy PoHnnouthy Genish's Regt deposes before. N. A. 
Haven, Esq. Chi reaching the tc^ of Bunker Hilt, saw Gen. Putnam 
on horseback, riding backward and forward, urging the men onwards 
to the charge, and presently saw him ride down the hill toward the 
enemy. Before we reached breastwork, retreat commenced. 

The statements of the two following witnesses were taken by 
the Author. 

Amos Foster, Tewksbury. Putnam came afld ordered some men 
to take tools, and he took some and went to Bunker Hill to fortify. 
The enemy's fire was so hot to the top of the hill, they had to leave 
and retreated to us. While we were firing at the enemy, heard 
Putnam tell us, to fire low. He was on horseback. I was at the 
rail fence, near breastwork. Two of our field-pieces were near me 
and fired a number of times. Hill, a British deserter, said we fired 
too high. The pieces were lowerc)d ; he said, with an oath, ^^ you 
have made a furrow through them." He watched British field-pie- 
ces, and, when they were about to fire, we all laid down. One man 
was burned very badly by a cannon cartridge. I knew Putnam soon 
after Lexington battle. 

Col. Wade, of Ipswich, Treasurer of Essex county, Capt. in Lit- 
tle's Regt. '^ The British field-pieces fired a great deal before small 
arms. I was at the rail fence. I saw Putnam, while we were en- 
gaged with the enemy, riding down Bunker Hill toward the rail 
fence. He was the only oMcer I saw on horseback. He seemed 
busily engaged bringing on troops. One of our capnon, deserted by 
Callender, was filled a number of times at rail fence very near me ; 
two men in our Regt. Halliday and Dutton, of Newburyport, fired 
one of the cannon 3 or 4 times and hurraed very loud. On the re- 
treat, I saw Putnam on Bunker Hill ; there were intrenching tools 
there, and he tried to stop our troops to throw up works there. 
He said, ^ make a halt here, my lads, and we can stop them yet.' " 

The following statements were made at Adj. Gen. Sumner* s 
office. 

John Stevens, Andover, Frye's Regt. wont over night. Was in 
the fort. Saw Putnam in the fort before small arms fired ; told 
them, not to fire till they saw the white of their eyes. Threatened 
to kill some who fired too soon. 

George Leach, Salem, Whitcomb's Regt. Our company detach- 
ed to the hill in the evening. Was at rail fence. Saw Putnam 
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repeatedly dariog the march to the Hill, urging and directing the 
men where to station themselves. In the height of the action, saw 
Putnam again at the fence encouraging the men. 

David Brewer, Framingham. Our Captain, afraid to go on, 
was marching off, when Putnam met us at the neck, and turned us 
back on to the hUl. 

Jos. Trask, Billerica, Gardner's Regt. Putnam ordered them 
to make a breastwork on Bunker Hill, which they commenced. A 
short time afterwards, Putnam came back, and ordered the Col. to vj 
march and take a position. Saw Putnam repeatedly at the fence 
during the action, encouraging the men and officers, calling out to 
the officers to drive the men up, and not let them flinch. Knew 
Putnam well ; for some time one of his guard. 

Before publishing the Sketch, the Author received the fol- 
lowing testimony. 

A Certificate from Thomas Day, Esq. Secretary of the State of 
Coonecticut, that, from the records of that State, it appears, Gten. 
Putnam was in April, 1775, appointed by the General Assembly of 
Connecticut, Brigadier-General, Colonel of the second Regt and 
Capt. of the first company of that regiment. 

Elijah JouRDAN, Bucksfield, deposes before a very respeC' 
table Magistrate^ SanCl F. Brown^ Esq, who certifies j with au" 
other person^ that Jourdan possesses an unblemished char" 
acter : 

^^ Helped build the intrenchments, and fought within the intrench- 
ment till the British took possession of our fort ; during which time, 
I perfectly well remember that Gen. Putnam was in the said in- 
trenchment [breastwork^ very frequently during the engagement, 
giving orders as commander in chief ; and I perfectly recollect, that 
he was in the fort* when the reinforcement of the British came up. 
While we were wtiiting for the British to come up the Hill, orders 
were given to us not to fire till we could see the whites of their 
eyes ; and this order, I was then told, came from Gen. Putnam ; 
but I did pot hear it from him. I knew Gen. Putnam's person per- 
fectly well at that time, having frequently seen him before." 



* This was a little before tbe battle ; daring the battle the distingnished bero and patriot 
GoL Preacottbad tbe entire and ancontrolled commaid in tbe Redoubt. 
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Col. J. Pa«£, of Atkinson, stated before Joha Vose, Esq. : 

^ Was in the action. Saw Gen. Putoaniy before the action com* 

mencedy conducting cannon to the fcrt ; taw haa after the firing 

commenced. WeU recollects he thought Putnam did not want 

courage.^* 

Aaron Smith, Shrewsbury ) statement before S. D. Ward, 
Esq. 

^< I assisted in preparing the intrenchment at the raul fence, under 
Putnam's orders ; and was, during the whole battle, at that place. Put- 
nam was active, so far as I saw, in discharge of his duty. Though 
I served a considerable length of time^ never heard that he was 
chargeable with any misconduct. He appeared to me to have, and I 
always understood he had, the command of the troops." 

Ezra Runnsls, Middleborough, deposes before Wilkes 
Wood, Esq. 

^ I belonged to Capt. Gridley's artillery company. Went on to 
the HiD wildb the company, and 2 small pieces, the evening before 
die batde ; and was at and near the redoubt during the battle, until 
our party retreated. 1 well remember of seekig Gen. Putnam at the 
breastwork doring the battle, fiefore that time, residing in Groton, 
Connecticut, was personally acquainted with him. I repeatedly saw 
him during the action walking upon the breastwork and animating 
the men to exert themselves. . Capt. Gridley, having received some 
ccutridges which were too large for our pieces, said that nothing 
could be done with them, and left his post, and our company was 
scattered. General Putnam came to one of the pieces, near which I 
stood, and furiously inquired where our officers were ? On being told 
our cartridges were too big, and that the pieces could not be loaded, 
he swore, and said they could be loaded, taking a cartridge, he broke 
it open, and loaded the pieces with a ladle, which was discHarged ; 
and assisted us in loading two or three times in that manner." 

Col. Jos. Whitmore, Newburyport, Lieut, in Little's Regt. well 
known as a most respectable witness, a native of Charlestown, 
brought up as an apprentice by Richard Devens, Esq. stated before 
a Magistrate, Hon. Cbenezer Mosely. ^^ Went with part of his com- 
pany down to the left of Redoubt, near some trees which were stand- 
ing, and there received the attack. On the retreat, Col. Whitmore 
was wounded in his thigh. The Col. states, that, at the very moment 
he was wounded. Gen. Warren fell, and was within six feet of him. 
As it respects Gen. Putnam, Col. Whitmore states, that he knew Gen. 
Putnam perfectly well ; that he was well acquainted with him in the 
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M Frepch war ; that hp h^w Gen. Putnam on Breed's H91 when he 
went on with bis company, apd also on the retreat soon after he was 
woondedy on the side of the IJilL He z^ays, that, well knowing Gen. 
Putnam and the Gen. knowing buaiy he said, ^ General, shan't wq 
rally again ?" Gen. Putnam said^ ^^ Yes^ as soon as we can, are you 
wounded ?" 

Phjlip Johnson, Esq. of Newburyport, same company, 
states before same Magistrate : 

Was at the rail fence. While thece, just before the action 
began, he saw Gen. Putnam on horseback very near him, and dis* 
dnctly heard him say, ^ Alen, you know you are aH-insrksmen, you 
can take a squirrel from the tallest tree. Don't fire till you see the 
whites of their eyies." Immediately after the first retreat of the 
British, Gen. Putnam rode up and said, , << Men, you have done welt, 
but next time you will do better, aim at the officers.'^ The British 
entered the redoubt without much firing,and tlie retreat commenced. 
Just as Mr. Johnson left his place at the rail fence, about half a gtiR 
shot from the redoubt, General Putnam rode up, his horse covetred 
with foam, and said something, he does not distinctly know what, 
and rode off. " The balls were flying as thick as peas." More 
unexceptionable witnesses than these two never testified. 

Col, Smaix. Col. Putnam, son of the General, states, that, soon 
after the battle, Col. Small sent a present to his lather by a flag, with 
warm acknowledgments for the great obligation he was under. Col. 
Putnam requesting an explanation, his father said, he had long been 
.an intimate friend of Small, and loved him as a brother. That, after 
the enemy were repubed from the left and centre where he was, the 
firing continued brisk on the right, to which he rode quickly ; the 
enemy were just retreating. The smoke and dust clearing off, the 
first thif^g he saw was Small, standing alone, close to the breastwork, 
deserted by his men. An American drew up hb piece to level at 
him ; Putnam prevented him, and hallooed aloud to those near who 
were preparing to fire : " don't fire, he's a friend of mine." He was 
obeyed, and Small, thanking him, escaped. 

Small, in a subsequent billet, invited Putnam to meet him. By 
Washington's advice, he complied ; received pressing invitations 
to join the British, and promise of high rank and emolument for 
himself and sons if he would. These offers were spurned, and com- 
municated to Washington, who advised him, .as the times were 
jealous, to say nothing of it. 



so 



[N.B. Thei« « no difficulty in raeoncilil^ the fafregoing 
monyy as to Putnam's being -at the BreastwoiiL wben tlie actioo befM 
there, as it did ^rsl, and at the rail fence whmi it tommiencadl 
there, aftenrard, if they, were 40 rods apart ; but if necessary, to 
reconcile witnesses, we may soppose, with Stedamn and odiar high 
authorities, that the rail fence and breaatw«rk afipnoaclMd very near 
each other, and were leren in contoct. 



Note B. 
The hot fire to the top of Bunker Hill. 

The musketry (ire appears sufficiently from the evidence imme- 
diately preceding, tliough we have more ; and from Col. Gardner's 
inortal wound from a musket-ball, when Capt. Treyett statea he was 
beside him, on top of Bunker Hill. We know tliat British muskets^ 
elevated, will carry near a mile, from our own experience ; and^ 
from the opinion of Gen. Millar, Gen. Boyd, and Maj. Brooks, the 
distance here was little more than \. 

The forwidaUe camMmade is asserted by Benj'n Butean, Post- 
master of* 1>ixnient, Amos Foster, before mentioned ; Capit. Trevett 
lost a gun carriage and one of his men by it. I>r. Diexter says, this 
fire ke|>t the iap of the Hiti clear of troofis after 12 o'clock. 



Note C. 
Gen. PutnairCs command in the Battle. 

No orders for the -condiict and commafld of this expedition can be 
found. Gen. Ward's ordeily book is silent in regard to it. They 
must bo gathered from circumstantial evidence and parol testi- 
mony. Gen. Putnam's papers were destroyed by his son emigra- 
ting to the western country. The only orderly books I find of his 
troops commenced directly after the battle. 

Putnam, according te the official certificate of Mr. Day, Secretary 
of the State of Connecticut, was appointed Brig. Genu by that colony 
in April, Y5. He came to Cambridge immediately after Lexington 
battle. 27th April, ^b^ Col. Huntington, of the Conn, troops, writes 
Gov. Trumbull, from Cambridge (Mass. Hist Lib.), " Gen. Ward 
beiner at Roxbury, Gen. Putnam is Commander in Chief at this 
■place** His son, who was tben with him, states, he had a separate 
command of 3 Regts. near the place where the British landed pre- 
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vkMis to Lexington battle. Maj. Daniel Jackson, the 16. Jime, Y5, 

made the following entry in a journal kept by him at the time :— * 
^ Gen. Putnam with the army went to intrench on Bunker Hill.'' 

Capt. Trevett, senior Capt. of artillery, on the day of the battle 
inquiml officially of his commanding officer, Maj. Gridley, then in 
command of all the artillery at Cambridge, and whose father, Col. 
Gridley, was inferior to no one in the councils of war, " who had 
command of the troops ?" and was informed by him, ^^ Gren. Put- 
nam ;" he observed at the time, ^^ then there is nothing to fear.'' He 
consequently applied to Gen. Putnam for orders, and received them. 

Doctor Aaron Dexter, in a statement from written memoranda, 
made at the time and preserved by him, says : That, the day after 
the battle, he was at Gen. Ward's quarters, and was inforraad by the 
officers there, that Gen. Putnam had command of all the troops 
which were sent down over night, and which might be ordered there 
the next day. 

Col. Humphreys, in his life of Putnam, says, Gen. Warren 
went to Breed's Hill over night, and had the command. We 
learn from Col. Putnam, that all the biography of his father, 
during our revolution, was written at Mount Vernon, without any 
communication with Gen. Putnam on the subject, and without his 
knowledge. An account of Gen. Putnam's life, preceding the revo- 
lution, was communicated to Col. Humphreys, by Dr. Waldo, a man 
of genius, who obtained his information from the Gen. at Col. 
Humphreys' request. 

On the statement of Col. Humphreys, the Rev. Mr. Whitney, in a 
note to his funeral discourse on Gen. Putnam, remarks. ^^ The true 
" state of the case was this : The detachment was at first put under 
'* the command of Gen. Putnam ; with it he took possession of the 
" Hill, and ordered the battle from the beginning to the end. These 
^^ facts Gen. Putnam himself gave me soon after the battle, and also 
" repeated them to me after his Life was printed." 

Gen. Putnam made these same declarations to his son. In sup- 
port of his declarations we have his unsuspected honor and scrupu- 
lous religious principles. The Rev. Mr. Mosely states, he was one 
of the main pillars of Mr. Whitney's church ; on account of the 
profanity he had committed during the war, he made a public con- 
fession and humiliation before the whole church and congregation, 
though his pastor deemed it needless. 

The only tittle of evidence we know of, in opposition $o this testi- 
mony, is, that Col, Scamman published in a newspaper the report of a 
Court Martial, held on him, and to the very unfavorable testimony of 
Col. Whitcomb^ as he is called by the Court, (who remark that the 
witnesses call him Gen.) Scamman, undoubtedly, if not, the printer, 
by way of revenge annexes the following <' N. B. CoL Whitcomh 
" acted as a Gen. Officer, and as there was no Gen, Officer who com- 
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'^ manded on Bunker Hiilj was it not kis duty to have been 
there ?''* 

It appears from the witnesses in this trial, under oath, that Col. 
Scamman, while the battle was going on, sent to Gen, Putnam at 
Bunker Hill to see if he was wanted, (his Serjeant swears he was 
thus sent, and it is not denied,) and that the Regt. went to the top 
of Bunker Hill ; ^^ after which Gen. Putnnm came up and ordered 
^< the Regt. to advance, within hearing of Col. Scamman." 

We can only say, 3000 of our ancestors would never have gone 
out to battle without some one to command the whole. 

The conduct of Gen. Putnam the night before the battle, and dur- 
ing the engagement, has been sufficiently detailed and proved. 



Note D. 
The number of the British was about 5,000. 

This is stated in the Pennsylvania Packet, July 3d, TS, from a 
number of authorities ; the N. H. Gazette, June 27, 75, from a 
number of authorities. In a letter from Capt. Job Bradford, a near 
relative of Alden Bradford, Esq. 19th June, '75, published in those 
papers, he says : he came out of Boston the 18th, and the British 
troops, which went over the day of the battle, were 5000. The 
corps of the enemy sent over can't be estimated at less ; they can 
be ascertained from various sources, especially De Berniere's plan of 
the battle, of the highest authority. His high standing appears from 
Gen. Gage's employing him, (with another distinguished officer, 
Capt. Brown, son-in-law of the patriot James Otis, afterwards woun- 
ded in the battle,) on the dangerous and difficult service of reconnoi- 
tring Suffolk and Worcester counties, preparatory to hostilities. His 
opportunities for gaining information from the battle ground, and 
other sources, were the best which existed. 



Note E. 
Duration of the Battle an hour and a half or two hours, 

Penn. Packet, June 26, '75 : ^^ An express says, the battle lasted 
about two hours. This account is from Elijah Hyde, a spectator of 
the battle the whole time from Winter Hill." N. H, Gazette, 27- 
June, ^b : " Bore as heavy a (ire as was ever known of musketry 
and cannon, for 2 hours.'' -Capt. Mann, 17* June last, states : 
Battle began about 3, and retreat about 5. Gen. Winslow 

* Scamman met Wbitcomb early in the day, near Lechmere Puint. Perhaps he knew 
that Patnam was ahsent from the HIU at that time, and meant Whitcomb ought then t« 
bare been there. 
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Stated, the reinforcement arrived a little before 3. [battle began soon 
after.] Gov, Brooks met the troops retreating about 5. 



Note F. 
JVo Battery in Mystic River. 

Gov. Brooks ; also Dr. Dexter, who was very advantageously sit- 
uated on Chelsea marshes to view the engagement, is confident of 
this. We might add a multitude of names ; but this point is almost 
the only one on which witnesses disagree, except as to the time of the 
clock when any thing occurred, in respect to which the mistakes of 
the soldiers are almost ludicrous.* 

There are authorities, perfectly decisive and satisfactory against 
the presence of a battery in the Mystic. In a very valuable work, 
'* Detail and Conduct of the American War under Sir Wm. Howe," 
&c, praised in the Monthly Review, and which rapidly passed to a 
third edition, it is adduced as gross neglect, in the British commander 
that no such battery was placed there. The same charge is repeat- 
ed in the history of Stedman, a British officer. There was not any, 
or the Mass. Cong, would have mentioned it, in their official account. 
The mistake arose from the profusion of balls which flew in so many 
durections, and from a floating battery's going up the river directly af- 
ter the battle. 



Note G. 
Cannon were employed a great deal on both sides. 

Although this has been formally denied, it would be as ridiculous 
gravely to prove a fact so notorious, by accumulating the vast mass 
of uniform testimony on this point, as to show that the breastwork did 
not point up toward Cambridge^ but ran down toward the Mystic. 
We might dwell on the emphatic declarations in the official accounts 
of both belligerents, the indisputable testimony of De Berniere, Sted- 
man, and the mass of evidence preceding ; we merely add, Capt. Ford 
himself stated to Professor Stearns of the University, that Putnam 
gave him orders concerning Callender's cannon ; his men carried them 
to the rail fence ; and that he tired one of them a nnmber of times 
himself. 

* They were^erymach in the sitnaiion of the kins' of Prussians serjeant, who wore a bul- 
let for a watch, and when his nujesty who liad learnt this, asked him the time of day by hia 
watch, lie answered that his only reminded him that he was to be ready to die at any tine 
in his Mi^esty's service. The bin; presented him his own watch -, our ancestors i^ined a 
greater reward. 
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Gen. Winslow stated to me, he was informed by the British offi* 
cers that the mistake as to the oversized cannon balls was rectified, 
and a new supply sent over before the engagement. From subse- 
quent evidence, however, it appears that they were not there in sea- 
son to be employed on the first attack. 

Dr. Jeffries informed me, that the mistake in sending over cartridges 
too large for the British cannon was committed by a young son of 
Master Lovell, who received his appointment in the ordnance de- 
partment from old General Cleveland the head of it, who was. in love 
with his sister. This mistake perhaps, which rendered the first at- 
tack by their field pieces faint, was decisive of our success on their 
two first attacks, and secured to us all the advantages of a victory 
throughout the engagement. The very authentic and satisfactory 
work we quoted above, " the Conduct of the War by Gen. Howe, 
&C.'' observes on this subject, " The wretched blunder of oversized 
* balls came from the dotage of an officer of rank in that corps, who 
^^ spends all his time with the schoolmaster's daughters. God knows 
^ be is old enough ; he is no Samson, yet he must have his Dalilah." 



Note H. 

We related in the first edition of our Sketch, a remarkable anec- 
dote of a Clergyman, who was on the battle-ground at Bunker Hill, 
and extremely desirous of saying prayers over the body of Asa Pol- 
lard, the first victim who fell. We did so on the authority of Col. 
Prescott himself, and one of his Capts. as reported to us by Hon. 
Wm. Prescott, of Boston, the only son of Col. Prescott, and who has 
ever worthily supported the honour, of his name. To those, who 
have taken trouble to peruse the newspapers of that period, it is per- 
fectly well known, that the Clergyman, who was present and highly 
distinguished himself in Bunker hill battle, by valiantly fighting the 
foe, was the Rev. John Martin.* He was justiy rewarded for his gal- 
lantry by a chaplaincy in a Rhode Island Regt. ; and soon after the 
battle he preached a discourse from the following very appropriate 
text. Neh. 4. 14. ^^ And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, 
^^ and to the rest of the people. Be not ye afraid of them : remember 
*^ the Lord which is greeiX and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 
^^ your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses.'' This 
text and chapter were selected with peculiar happiness for the oc- 
casion, and the application was peculiarly congenial with tbe taste of 
our ancestors. 



p. 8. The minute eeeurrencei of Bmlier bill battle faaTe never been published. This wfll 
be done hf tbe «ather,if tbe Poblie can tolerate any further notes on tbe subject 

* N. H. Gasette, 18 July 1775. 



25 

Note K. 

tteltert StfeM^ (of D^ham) dtHhnin^r, l^at yankee clo6tlte oft thb 
4iiy of th6 bftt^, Was ift-Aft ittajdr during the #ar, iDstructed by 
SteM^D^tee^iv^ t^ ba%es of o(^rit, abd had the honotitr of cahy!toi 
cvei-y #ig iirhil6 the fti'tty ^re oppo^ to Bargoyoe. On 17tn 
June last, he had the satisfaction of beating the same tune, on th6 iame 
spot, for the ph)(!e^ioll w\i\ch Ihid th<6 corner stone of a tnonum^nt to 
co]binen]t!)¥a«6 thi6 ^ngjag^tiieilt, iet^d of meeting 200 of his surviving 
bMlfNii^ions fnltike BatUe on the siatae day, Who aH decUred it the hap^ 
pt^^ of thlHr Kvte. F^rkky (of CambHd^) who blew the ^r-piercing 
me kr O^rdnier's 1r^^., ^ferWards filfe m^jor in the army, says yanked 
d^eh^ was first eihploy^ %.i dii§ thne, heitlg introduced by the 
B^iti^ 16 rik)!akle th^ y^ttk^Bes. I^arks' t^nts arife i^ill in requisftioh 
alsbn iiccOnJtilisH^d M^t^htd by labour and iiidustry he has hotaora- 
My «d^ati^ sM mfcrntalned hte faUaiiy (^ 25 children. 



Note L. 

FWm t$ays, w^ fbughi b^hltid soht^ txm^a We threw up, ^oii the shor^ 
df the My^tij; ; I rev«ltt»d « ball tfanMigh tite hip^, ^nd could not re** 
tf%ttt) b«lt cf^pt Id afiiMfg the British WiMthded. tn tbo morning 1 
wit» di!k:dt«lred^ kM ftn office ord^d m^ to be carried to the fort i 
the k^df^h MiiTi«fd M^ tiiid threatened to mh tiie through if i dSd 

lm Hm and Willk^ l^«it f Wlul too sriff td ihdVe. They hauli^d khe about 
tH! i bgtaih^ nK$r6 WMfint^ I took hold orth^it^hoiilders,h6pped to 
th^ fbtt) W«s 'e<niftil«d in Bost^fa Jail, and carried tb lEialifhk ; In abo\it 
a yekty bto^e jaSi attd went to R. Isktid to enlist Again, but they 
would not accept me on atewaiH bf My IdHnelMiss. 

Note M» 
Oe». Window Itaf^, d ^omiib^t)<m w«s DMid^ th tM firwy foi* 

Salem and he was presented to Washington as having slain Pi<fcilfrtr^ 
who was killed oh ih^ firill^h Mi, diccoittfng to all authbi^M. tie 
BkttAerb places his tAaHfiHeis lh^6 opt)ds«d to sbhio hOti^ ti^arthfei^ 
dodbi ahd tfib << Ct)nd«ct dfiUm wat^ ^." ^y% ft^ w^s shot k6m sofihe 
Charfe^tbwn hotescH^. Fomr b^lU wt^re lodged hi him. . fib Was itiuth 
betov^d fn Bbift6tt, wtiA the English p4pei^ e<mtaitt the hlghieA eulo^l^ 

on him as a gentleman, Soldier^ Yms^ni difO ^th^h Wheh ^laih^ 
M^ ion trt ttgofty %srcl«iiht^a ^ i^m tot ttiy (kth^i^," his soidiew ci^^^d 
fitl<tfgi liid t^i^oiMi^d With that mmt e1o^«efit feMo|:y^ we^e an of d» 

kAt a fatfaef)' His fi»rMlt W«r^ pcffisicfnfed^ ffild Ms ^(tt pH3iftdtea 
Befbf 6 his tih-fi i<i his f^ttter^ ^corpi;. 

Many northern blacks were ext^Hl^ift ^dtefS> \m iotfA^ tl«o6pl 
could not brook an equality with negroes, Nov. 15, 177^9 Washings 
ton prohibited their enlistment Besides Salem, Cufiee Whittemore 
fcWght bravely in the fedo^t Bo had a baH through his hat on 
Bttfikiet HiH, fotight to «h« last, md i^^i con^lMd to ristreat, though 
Wdtihdel the s^tendid atMs of tli6 British officers were prices \6o 
tempting for him to come oif empty handed, he seized the sword of 
one of them slain in the redoubt, and came off with the trophy, tHfioii 
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n a few days be unrotnantically sold. He served faithfully through 
he war, with many hair-breadth 'scapes from sword and pestilence. 

It was not till the 29th June, that some other coloured allies joined 
the Americans, principally out of respect to Putnam, some Indian 
warriors from Canada ; but they were unmanageable and soon dis- 
missed. 

Col. James Reed, a highly respectable officer, was stationed at Ti- 
conderoga, in Y6, and took the small pox, by which he lost his 
eye-sight for life. Col. Stark was dissatisfied at Col. Poor's bemg 
promoted to a brigadier gen. over him, and his letter to congress, com- 
plaining of it, not being noticed, he left the service, joined the N. H. 
militia as Brig. Gen. marched with these troops to protect the fron« 
tiers, independently of the national army, and gained his famous vio* 
lories. Congress had resolved that the instructions which he had re- 
ceived were destructive of military subordination, but they now in- 
quired of him why he did not inform them of bis success. He an- 
swered that his correspondence with them was closed, as they had 
not attended to his last letters ; they presented their thanks to him, 
his officers and troops, and promoted him to a Brigadier General. 

The excessive variations in the military career of Col. Nixon are 
scarcely paralleled ; those only of Col. Morgan perhaps can be com- 
pared with them. We believe, when he first entered service, a mere 
lad, he was tempted by two other soldiers much older than himself to 
desert, they were taken and condemned to be shot, but on account 
of hb youth the platoon was ordered to fire at the two others only, 
and spare him. He fell senseless at the shock, and was afterward a 
brave Brig. Gen. But in the new organization of the army, at the 
latter part of the war, was left out of service. 

Putnam's Capt, now CoL Clark, having been promoted, is the old- 
est surviving soldier of the battle, being 9^9 his bodily and mental 
powers are in astonishing preservation, he was one of the most lively 
of diose at the celebration in June last, and his son, 64, was kept away 
by old age* 

The oath for Off. and men was to serve faithfully in the Mass. army for 
defence, and security of estates, lives and liberties of the good people 
of this and sister Colonies against ministerial tyranny, and to all other 
enemies and oppo6ers,&c. to adhere to rules and regulations of army, 
obey officers over them, and disclose to said officers any conspiracies, 
attempts, &c. against said ^rmy or colonies. 

Besides the N. H. troops already mentioned, a large company, 110, 
went from Exeter the day after Lexington battle, and staid at Cam- 
bridge 10 days, till recalled to guard the seaboard. John T. Gilman, 
afterward in the continental congress, and for 14 years Governor of 
N* Hampshire, went with these troops. 



Got. Biooks's decUrfttion, page 23, line 6> was not taken in writing. 

Wounded and made Pritonert. Serjeant Bobt. Phelpt, Phineas NeTert, Ol- 
iver Stevens, Danl. M'Grath, John Perkins, Amasa Fisk, Daniel Sessions, 
Jona. P^orton, Philip J. Peck, Benj. Bigelow, Benj.Wilson, Archibald M'lntosh, 
David Kemp. John Deland, Lawrence Sullivan, Timothy Kettle, Wm.Robinson, 
Benj. Ross, John Dillon,, Wm. Kencb, Jas. Dodge, Wm. Rollinson, John Lord, 
Jas. MiUikeo, Stepb Foster. 
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qaue'S official account. 

Ad sHinB iriigiTen at break ofda;, on thr 17th inst. by a CriDg (Vom Ott 
Cii>% ship of waV ; aad aiJTics «ai loDii aFlerward received Aal (he rebel* 
kad broke graua<i, and Werp rBislng n battet'}' fln the heightg of the peniaiuli 
•f CbiiU^ioWh, BgaiDil the town of Boston, They wer« plaiftly ieen at wbrk, 
iiid, is a few hours, a bitteiy of »i» gOat pUyeil upon their worlu. Frepfirn- 
fioi» were inltanllv made liir landing t body of men to dri*e them off; And 
tea £empaaiei of the Kr«nndirra, ten of tight lofaSITy, with IhfcGth, 9Btb,43d, 
and 52d bstlalinns, With a pt-npotlion of field artillery, abder the commainl of 
inajor geiltial How«, and brigadkr general Pigol, liere embarked with great 
tst>edilioD, aiitl landed on the peninlala without oppasition, ander the prolec- 
feiH ofioMe ihlpi of war, armed resseU, and boati, by Whose fire the rebell 
4rere k<ep( within tbt'ir woi-ki. Tbt lrao|M formed as loen as landpd i the light 
ihftBlry poited on Ibe rijtht, and the grenadiers Bpon their left. The 6th, aDd 
Setii halUlianB dr«w up ib the rear of thnte Cbtpt. and the 43d tnd 52H bkV 
tAHoni make a third lin^. The rebels upon the hrighli were perceired to be 
■k Ere*l force, and strongly posttd. A redoobt Oai thrb«n np on the ISth, 
a Bigfit, with other Aarks, iiill lit men, defeaded with cAimoil, and ■ larj* 
Mdy pbtted to the houses in Cbarletlown, corered Ihi^ir right Aank ; tad 
llielr ftnler and left Aere cOTired by a breait-work, part of il cannon- 
fiiof, which feacheil from the leA of Ih# tedmibt lit the Mvitick Of Medfofil 
river. This flppeaiince oflhe rebels' strength, and the Ini^ge ciiliinini lefh 
pounrig in io Iheir assistance, occisioiied in ippticainnt fttr ttie ttmipl tnba 
reinforced with sorn* companiei of li^ht infantry and grenadiers) the 47)11 
baltalbn, and the ist battalion of marines ; the whole when Tn ebnjoncth))i| 
making a body of something above AXKI men. These troops advanced, fm-tn- 
ed iu (feo lines, and the attack began by a iharTi cannon»dc from the field pie- 
ces and the howitiers, the lines advsnciag slowly, and freAi^iJtiy halting to 
!;ire lime for th^ artillery to fire. The light infantry wai dkected to force Iht 
eft poiblof thebreul-work, totaln therebei tint in flank, arid thi grenadieri 
to attack ia front, supponed by the 6th and dM balialions. These onlert were 
eiSeuted With jwrsev^rance, under a heavy fite from the vast nomberi of the 
retelK ; add aotnithstandirfg various iinpbdiineDts belbre the troops could 
reach thS works, and Ihongh the left, under brigadier general Figdt, w»8 en- 
gaged also tekh the rebels at Cbarlestown, which, at a cr!tic»l mwOent, WM 
(el an fire, tb« bri§:>diGr pilrsired his point, Htid carried the redoult. 

The rebels tvPre then forced from other strong holds; «nd pifrsue3 tilt tbrf 
were driven cli-ar off the peninsula, leaving five pieces of cannon belflnit thefu. 
the loss Ihe rebels suslilined mum havt been considerable, f^om the greit 
Ttiibibeis they carried effdurinij Ihetiine eraction, nfid buried In hotel, lin'cil 
discovered ; eiclusive of what Ihey luSfcred by the Ihtpping and boat* ; fiekr 
too were buried the day alter, Atad thirty faand wounded; in the field, three of 
which are since dead. I iiKloae your lordship a return ef the kilted and ««iind- 
ed of his majesty's tHMp). Thfi actibn has ihowb tb« laperioTily of tik kiaf 'i 

tiroes their vwd number, ttrangly patted and covered b; breaat-wotka. 
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tj^at Ibe sqccM^ qX th<: dfO( iVwMji V» ff»;?*^ «»e5i%ui.e» bfi ^^cib^il^ ^9 ^w ^V^^ 
mniX grf^Ueintrx- iti^Ut. 09^^ Nenbi^, Aber^combie, ^ad Ciatke ; Ail^grs ButU^Ti 
Y^illi^ias, 6rucf, Spimc^lpv^ Smelt, iyiitcbell, ^Ucairn •fitd Sbort, tx^rVr4 
tbefsselye^ r^m^rH^blj^ \ a^ui tb? xa^oiju: of the British Q%ec% ^j^d ^Idifijr^i W 
general) ii(aj^ ^t^Q tioiei mar« ^o^^fii^voufi. than ip thi^ acM<>9- 

I^iUed W^4^o«od^d. X Lle^u^. col., a^iyor^j Tcapi^i^^, 9 licujtm^^s, If 
»(prj?nnta, \ dmmto^r, I9il rm?k a^d A^c, Killed, a Mi^orf, V. 9apt^n§, 9^ 
lifiu^Q^Dt^^ Q^Qkigns^ 49. se^eai^iti^ 12 dmotip^erf , 700 r^ipK %ii4 ^ ^q^nfMk 

MASSACHUSETTS CONGRESS ACCOUNT, 

la a\^d,ieQC^ to th« order f/[t¥^ general congr^st, thU conui|itAM kaie itt* 
(laUed iptQ the premities, and^ uppn tb.e ¥e»t iofonoatian ohlained, finil» tiMl 
the coiDviaQciei^^ o^ the New iingUn4 ai;wy hadi i^bqut th* ibun«i»iAk idt »•»• 
cfAved advi^. ijlM^t geip^fral Qisg« ba4 issued ordt cs for a fiarty of the tcoops 
iif^d^ h^s comviaod to po9t tb^mselxos. on Ruaker'a. hiU, a promontory Just at 
the effXr^nc^ of the> pewQiuln. f^t C^rleAtAwni which ord^ct were aooa to bo 
Oxqc^^d ; UP09 w.hi^b it wa# dieter4{\iDed) with the advice of tSu9 ooiUBittee, 
to «end a painty, who mi^ht er^ct sopne forti^ations 'JMM>n th« faid hill, and do* 
f^t the 4e«ig^ of our eneinieSf Accordingly, oya the l^th u\U, ordeca wnm 
ipsoed tha^ a detarho^nt of odd thousand men abooVd thajt oveniog march to 
Charl«^|owo» 9nd inMrench upoo that hill J[Mstbe(drQ oine o'clock they loft 
Cambri^e, aod proceeded to. Bret d'a HiU, siAifated on the fmther part of tha 
peninsuJA, n^t to BoAton, (fojr biy some mistake thif bill waa marked out for 
the intr^ochm/iint instiQiid of tbe other.) Maoy thiBgs b«ing necessary to be 
doi^e preparatory tp t^.a introncbments bieiiig thrown opt wiilck ooald not b^ 
done before, lest tbe enemy shoald 4i«cover and de^al the design, it was near* 
ly tw^^^^ o'clock before tbe work^ were entared upop. They were thei» carried 
on with tb^e Htmos^ 4iUg^enca ond alacrity ; so that by the dawn of day they 
ha,d thrqwo up Oi ^mall redoubt aboot eight roda square. At this time A 
be^vy IprV hf gan from the enemy's ships, a number of iloating batteriea, and 
(fom a forti^cation of the eaomy'si upon Copp's HiM) in Boston, directly op- 
posite our little redoubt. An incessant shower of «hot aodboiaba was rained 
i^y these 1^00 o^r works- The Americans continued tQ lahomr iadefetigably 
tUltbey bod thrown upasm^ll breast-work, extending ficom the oast side of 
t^e rodoubt to t^e bottom of the hill, hut, weie pravented completing it by tha 
iptolerivhW ^0 oi the enemy- Between twelve i^done o'clock, 1^ number of 
boa^ arKd hargec, Qllod with ^Hc^ r«golar troops from BoMon, waro obserrod 
appro^bipg tpwards Charlfstown ; these tcoops landed at a place called 
MQreton>Poiot, situated a little to the eastward of oar weeks. This brigade 
mrmed upon their landing, and stood tboft formod till a second detachment 
arrived from Bostpe to join them ; haying seat oo* largo Unpk gui^rds, they 
began a v^y slow march towv^s oar lioes. At this instant, smoke and 6ainei 
were soon to arise, from the tow.n of CbarloMowOi «rhich kad been, set on fire 
^y tho ooeiny* tbM the smoke might coTor their attack upon our lines, and 
pexhai^^ with a design to root, or destroy Qn« or two of our. regiments vho bad 
been, posted in titattown. If eiJtber of these w&b their design, they were dia* 
%fi:fifym^4 ; foe the wind abiffing on a sudden, carried the auoke. another- way, 
9^^^' the regiraont^ woKe. ahready i^eoiovod* Our troops^ within their intrench- 
VpOntft, impatiently <|waited tiio, ojttack of tha eAomy, and reserved their fire 
t41 thoy <;amc within tenor tw.elyo roda, and then bogon a ^ieus discharge of 
^all ^w^ This fire arcesled.tho enemyf ^hich they for some time returned^ 
i^i^hoHt adiranciog ^ stop, ond then retr^atod in diiMwdev and with. gi«at pre- 
<;ipit^ti9n. to the ploca of.Unding) ond some, of them, sought reliige even within 
tbeir. bo^ts. ^ere the ofllcecs were observed by the spectatara on the oppooke 
aiiOf% to ruo dowo to them, u^ng the most pasamqata gestures, and* iMvihing. 
t^ miMA fqrwardt with tkoic swordf. At length they were rallied, and- march- 
ed up, with appareM rclpctaOROt towords the. intreqchmeots ; the Americana 
^a^o.i;e8enrod tkeir fine until tl^e enemy came within ^e or six. rods, and a 
9«<:o(^4 timo RHt tiio rognlara to flight* who ran in great ceoftision teisardo theie 
I^Qi^ts. Similfl'' and suporior oxer,tioii« wore now. aeceaiarily made by the off • 
oe^rs, which, notwithstanding tbo mcA discoverod. an almost insoperoble rekic- 
tance. to fi^htin^Arkthk cfmrn^^ wora ogoin siiccestfni. They formed once 
more, on.4 bayiug brought som/^OOtmon to boar in aucl^ & mannor as to rake 
the io4i^ of the. br^strwork, from one end of it to the other, our tvpopa ^•^ 
treated within their littk fort. The ministerial army now made a decisive 
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effort. The fire from the ships aed batteries, as well as from the cannon in 
tiie front of their army, was redoubled. The officers in the rear of their 
army were observed to goad forward the men with renewed exertions, and thejr 
attacked the redoubt on three sides at once. The breast-work on the outside 
of the fort was abandoned ; our ammunition was expended, and but few of our 
troops had bayonets to affix to their muskets. Can it then be wondered that 
the word was given by the commander of the party to retreat ? but this he 
delayed till the redonbt was half filled with regulars, and our troops had kept 
the enemy at bay some time, confronting them with the butt end of their mus- 
kets, the retreat of this little handful of brave men would have been efiectually 
cut ofi", had it not happened that the flanking party of the enemy, which was to 
have come upon the back of the redoubt, was checked by a party of our men, 
who fought with the utmost bravery, and kept them from advancing farther 
than the beach ; the engagement of these two parties was kept up with the 
utmost vigour ; and it must bi* acknowledged that this party of the ministerial 
troops evinced a courage worthy of a better cause : all their efibrts however 
were insufficient to compel their equally gallant opponents to retreat, till their 
main body had left the hill ; perceiving this was done, they then gave ground, 
but with more regfularity than could be expected of troops who had no longer 
been under discipline, and many of whom never before saw an engagement. 

In this retreat the Americans had to pass over the neck which joins the 
peninsula of Cbarlestown to the main land. This neck was commanded by the 
Glasgow man of war, and two floating batteries, placed in such a manner as 
that their shot raked every part of it. The incessant fire kept up across this 
neck had, from the beginning of the engagement, prevented any considerable 
reinforcements from gfetting to our troops on the hill, and it was feared it 
would cut off their retreat, but they retired over it with little or no loss. 

With a ridiculous parade of triumph, the ministerial generals again took 
possession of the hill which had served them as a retreat in flight from the 
battle of Concord. It was expected that they would prosecute the supposed 
md vantage they had gained, by marching immediately to Cambridge; which 
was distant but two miles, and which was not then in a state of defence. This 
they failed to do« The wonder excited by suoh conduct soon ceased, when, by 
the best accounts from Boston, we are told, that of 3000 men who marched out 
upon this expedition, no less than 1600 (ninety -two of whom were commission- 
ed officers) were killed or wounded ; and about 1200 of them either killed or 
mortally wounded. Such a slaughter was perhaps never before made upon 
British troops in the space of about an hour, during which the heat of the en- 
gagement lasted, by about 1600 men, which were the most that were at any 
time engaged on the American side. The loss of the New England army 
mmounted, according to an exact return, to 145 killed and missing, and 304 
wounded : thirty of the first were wounded and taken prisoners by the enemy. 
Among the dead was major general Josepb Wirrzit, a man whose memory 
wt72 be endeared to his countrpmenf and to the worthy in every part and age of 
the world J so long eu virtue and valour shall be esteemed among mankind. The 
heroic colonel Gardner, of Cambridge, has since died of his wounds ; and 
the brave lieutenant colonel Parker of Chelmsford, who was wounded and 
taken prisonor, perished in Boston gaol. ' These three, with major Moore, and 
major M*Clary, who nobly struggled in the cause of their country, were the 
only officers of distinction which we lost. Some officers of great worth, though 
inferior in rank, were killed,' whom we deeply lament. But the officers and 
soldiers in general, who were wounded, are in a fair way of recovery. The 
town of Charlestown, the buildings of which were large and elegant, and which 
contained effects belonging to the unhappy sufferers in Boston, to a very great 
amount, was entirely destroyed, and its chimnies and cellars now present a 
prospect to the Americans, exciting an indignation in their bosoms, which 
nothing can appease but the sacrifice of those miscreants, who have introduced 
horror, desolation, and havoc into these once happy abodes of liberty, peace, 
and plenty. We wish for no farther effusion of blood, if the freedom and 
peace of America can be secured without it ; but if it must be otherwise, we 
ate determined to struggle. We disdain life without liberty. 

Oh Britons ! be wise for yourselves before it is too late ; and secure a 
friendly interconrse with the American colonies ; disarm your ministerial as- 
sassins ; put an end to this unnatural war, and suffer not any rapacious despots 
to amuse you with the unprofitable ideas of your right to tax and officer the 
celonieSf till the most profitable and advantageous trade you have is sacrificed. 
Be wise for yourselves, and the Americans will contribute to and rejoice in your 
prosperity. J. Palmir, per order. 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 

A ball hat been exhibited at having been extracted from Warren's body, — 
be was shot throtigh the head. And from information received from E. 
Stow Esq. the story must be groundless. We learn from Mr Stow son of a 
British Officer and a keen observer ot the battle with his father in Boston, 
that the Cerberus of 86 ^ns, in addition to the ships we have mentioned, 
maintained a fire on the Americans; and the British troops were poaring into 
jCharlestown the whole afternoon as fast as possible. Dr Jeffries went after 
the first attack in company with 400. Hodson was Colonel of the 4th B,te\- 
ment the King's Own, Percy 6th, Sandferd 10th, General Howe 28d, T. H. 
Campbell 85th, Figot88tb, Cary 43d, Gen. Carle ton 47th, Clavering 62d, 
T. Grant 63d, Pomeroy 64th, Urmston 65th, 59th were called Pompadours, 
22d Gen. Gage's regiment was in Boston, 67th probably not. Four or five 
companies of Royal artillery were there by the 17th, and one of them under 
Capt. Fenwick in a fort on the height near the Frog Pond on the Common, 
with a 24-pounder and two field-pieces. Glasgow was 36 guns, Somerset 
64. Lively and Falcon sloops of war. The Admiral was Graves. 

Putnam, the morning of the battle, wrete to the Massachusetts Committee 
of Safety, requesting their acknowledgement of the receipt of eighteen bar- 
rels of powder sent by the Governor of Connecticut. 

Allen, the ingenious poet, a cotemporary of General Pomeroy, states in his 
poem on Bunker Hill Battle that Dieskau fell by the hand of Pomeroy. i^eu- 
eral Pomeroy's son stated the same fact, and farther, that it was proved 
in a court of justice, where Pomeroy recovered Dieskau'^ watch, which had 
been plundered from Dieskau by a soldier who shot him after he h«d re- 
ceived his 6rst wound. 

When Col. Prescett was prostrate under a desperate fe¥«r at Louisbotirgb 
his life was preserved for his country most unwittingly by an unprincipled 
ormy Surgeon, who grossly neglected him. On one ot hie unfrequent visits 
Prescott taxed him with his negligence, which the Doctor acknowledged, and 
•observed th«t he thought proper to attend to those patients, there was some 
tiope of saving. Prescott on this leaped from his bed and seized his sword to 
cut him down for his inhumanity, but thedoctor saved his own life bya precipi- 
tate flight, and his patient's by the passion and exertion to which be had 
excited him, and by which lie was effectually cured. 

A letter of Colonel Stark, 19 June, 11 76, says, Genera) Ward sent hin one 
order the morning of the battle, to despatch two hundred men to Charlestown 
Hill, which he did under Lieutenant Colonel Wyman, and another onder at 
two o'clock for his regiment. Col. William, and not Col. John Stark hit 
brother, was at Quebec with Wolfe. 

Maj. M'Clary planned and headed tbe attack of the Castle at Portsmouth, 
N. H.,lst. Dec. 1774, when all the arms and ammunition were captured. 

A map of the battle by Page, Aid-de-camp to Gen. Howe, confirms our 
account generally, and our denial of there being a gun boat in Mystic river. 
From his and De Bernier's maps, Mr Stow, the list of regiments to which 
the killed belonged, and all authorities, it seems certain that the regiment of 
Welsh Fusileers was not in tbe battle. 

Biirgoyne says of the Battle, * and now ensued one of the greatest scenes 
of war that can bo conceived ; if we look at the height, Howe's corps as- 
cending the hill in the face of intrenchments, and in a very disadvantageous 
ground, were much engaged, to the left the enemy pouring in fresh troops 
by thousands over the land ; and in the arm of the sea our ships and floating 
batteries cannonading them ; straight before us a large and noble town, in 
•one great blaze, the church steeples and heights of our own camp covered 
with spectators ot the rest of the army, which was not engaged ; the hills 
round the country covered with spectators; the enemy all in anxious sus- 
pense ; and the roar of cannon, mortars and musketry ; the crash of church* 
es, ships upon the stocks, and whole streets tailing together in ruins, to fill 
tbe ear ; the storm of the redoubts, with the objects above described, to fill 
the eye ; and the reflection that perhaps a defeat was a final loss to the Bri- 
tish empire in America, to fill the mind, made the whole picture a complica- 
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Uon of horror and importtnco, beyond anything that ever came to my lot (u 
wUness." 

General Gaee*8 military reputation was destroyed by the disastrous battle 
of Bunker Hill. His government expressed their marked disapprobation, 
and directed him to surrender his command to Howe, and return to England. 
In his letter accompanying his official account of the battle he complains 
that his success was so dearly bought by a number of killed and wounded 

greater than his forces could afford to lose. The trials, he observes, we have 
ad, show the rebels are not the despicable rabble too many have supposed 
them to be. They are taught to assist the natural strength oi the country 
by art, for they intrench and raise batteries. They have fortified all the 
heights and passes around this town, and it is not impossible for them to an- 
noy the town."* So slight was the change of the American position in con- 
fequence of the battle, that Washington says, *Our lines are in full view of 
each other a mile distant, our advance guards much nearer, and the sentries 
almost near enough to converse." , 

As to who was, or whether any one was the actual or rightful commander 
in the battle we content ourselves with a minute, accurate and conscientious 
statement of facts. 

Lists of the British troops in Boston Jan. '75 and Feb. '76 are in the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine. 

Whipping and riding the wooden horse were very common punishments 
in the army. *^ 

Washington's General Order, JVovember 6th, 177S. 
" As the Commander in Chisf has been apprized of a design formed for tho 
observance of that ridiculous and childish custom of burning the effigies of the 
Pepe, he cannot help expressing his surprise that there should be officers and 
soldiers in this army so void of common sense as not to see the impropriety 
of such a step at this juncture. At a time when we are soliciting and have 
really obtained the friendship and alliance of the people of Canada, whom we 
ought to consider as brethren, embarked in the same cause, the defence of the 

general liberty of America ; at such a juncture and in such circumstances, to 
e insulting their religion is so monstrous, as not to be suffered nor excused; 
indeed, instead of offering the most remote insult, it is our duty to address 
public thanks to these our brethren, as to them we are so much indebted for 
our late happy success over the common enemy in Canada.' 

* Sparks W. 3, 511. 
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PSAQMENTS or WXUIKS OF WHICH THE AUTHOR WIIHES TH1 

REMAINDER. 

1. JAMES ALLEN'S POEM ON THE BATTLE. 

Ahtrerornbie* 9 speech against waiting for thefleftt to attack. 

" I know ye chieftains where their valor lies. 
In dastani ambush and in bade surprize ; &c. 
Gods ! that Brigades by noble Percy led, 
Whose sires so ott on fields of triumph bled, 
Should thus the honor of his name forego. 
And fly the face of such a scoundrel ioe ; 
My choice to day, the grenadiers I'll lead, 
Whose giant limbs on yonder field shall bleed ; 
And me their chief to ravening birds a prey. 
It I relieve not that disastrous day. &c.** 

British AdmiraVs Speech. 

** The hag religion, ever mumbling prayer. 

With hypocritic breath here taints the air, 

Th« Fury faction spreads her forky wing. 

And loathes, internal imp, the name of king. 

These Stygian powers protect the baneful coast, 

And gifted shrines and holy temples boost. 

To these, of old, their execrable sires 

Hung gibbets high and kindled martyr fires ; 

Till heaven grown weary of their crying crimes 

Chased the ioul Harpies to these savage climes. 

Then hurl your thunder on the lebel shore. 

Till yonder mouaded summit streams with gore ; 

And Charlestown, iated to this day ot joy. 

Shall cruel sack and crackling flames destroy, lie. 

So spake the chief, whose will the navy ruled. 

From beardless youth in naval tactic schooled. 

His lofty ships, ere Britain drew the sword, 

Happy at anchor in our haven rode ; 

Here oft have prosperous breezes blown his sail, 

And oft the wing of some tempestuous gale ; 

Yet he, trom storms who sought our friendly shore. 

Or whom to land the winds auspicious bore. 

Cast, with like scorn, his envious eye around. 

And, with like haughty step, disdained the ground. 

Our kind regard and every busy care. 

In his depraved idea sprung from fear. 

If with some honor'd guest he deign'd to dine. 

He loathed the dainties and he mouth'd the wine ; 

Yet brimming dishes piled his greedy plate. 

And servants bore him reeling to the gate." &.c. 

Pameroy'i annoer to the British Herald. 

*< If your proud master ask what hardy man. 
Presumptuous thus, conducts the rebel Van, 
Tell him tis he the Gallic phalanx broke. 
Who felled proud Dieskau with a single stroke. 
From mid his guards the weunded chieftain bore. 
Myself, my captive, all imbrued in eore, 
My noble prisoner every care was shown. 
Hit wounds were bandaged ere was staunched my ewn. 
Seven days to heal him every art we tried. 
But on the eighth the princely {warrior died. 
This dirk I wear recalls the mournful day. 
When, in deep swoons, he breathed his soul away. 
' This hand, that smote him mid the rage of fight, 
Pillewe4 his head and lay his coverings light, tie. 
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What tcenes aroaod the savage plain o^erapreact, 

What fights of woe the dying: <>nd the dead ! 

There, Titcoiab tell, and Williams hapless man, 

Both dauntless chiefs who led our thundering Van, 

There pale and breathless, pierced with many a braad, 

Lay the great Hendric weltering ^n the strand. 

Two thousand warriors to our aid he brought, 

And h« their chiet beneath our standard fought. Ice. 

The charms of chase their sportive lives engage 

And ail their death is but the sleep of age ; 

The lireath of rosy morn their youth inhale 

On breezy mountains or the balmy vale. 

Children of nature peaceable and kind, 

If no awakening passion vex the mind. 

But if proud insult dare obtrude a wrong. 

Burns the war fire and howls the death fu I seng, 

The god of vengeance all the tribes adore 

And steep, O horrid rite, their tongues in gore. &c. 

The tribes assembled all resent our wrongs. 

Their altars blaze, and trill the warricr's songs, 

Prepared for march, they ofTer all their aid, 

From every river bank or bowery shade. 

Then tell your master from the savage plains. 

Where freedom's throne in Natal glory reigns. &c." 

2. Extractifrom another poem on the battle^in 18roo. oj about 100 pages^ 
tDith eapiouM nottiy the title page and many leaves gone ; vye know 
nothing of its history. 
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Bold Putnam travesses the hill, 
Assists brave Warren with hissicill. &;c. 
Brave Gardner with his sword in hand, 
A hero more beloved than he 
Ne'er fell defending liberty, 
The village church shall ring his knell 
The village youth his feme shall tell 
And matrons on his virtues dwell. 
Pomeroy and Stark, with equal skill, 
Overpowered, slowly wend the hill. 



The generous Abercrombie foils 
Pierc'd thro* and thro' by many balls. 
A braver or more generous foe 
In battle, never was laid low, &c. 
Pitcaim fell next and prest the earth, 
And closed his manly eyes in death. 
Thus in his turn he fell and bled. 
Who first the blood of freemen shed ; 
But may his spirit rest in peace, 
Enmity on the grave should cease. ^. 



3. Extracts from a song -said to be ivritten by a Sritish Serjeant. 



The seventeenth by break of day, 

The Yankees did surprise us, 
With their strong works they had thrown up, 

To bum the town and drive us. 
But4Boon we had an order come, 

An order to defeat them, 
Like rebels stout, they stood it out, 

And thought we ne'er could beat them. 
About the hour of twelve that day 

An order came for marching, 
With three good flints and sfaAy rounds, 

Each man hoped to dischairge them. 
We marched down to the Long'-Wharf, 

Where boats were ready waiting, 
With expedition we embarked, 

Our ships kept cannonading. 
And when our boats all filled weHs 

With officers and soldisn, 
With as good troops as England had 

To oppose, who dare control us. 
And when our boats all filled were, 

We rowed in line of battle, 
The showers of ball like hail did fly, 

Our cannon loud did rattle. 
The Glasgow frigate cleared the shore, 

All in the time of landing, 
With her grape shot and fntlskist balls, 

No rebsu could withstand them. 



Brave William Howe on our right wing, 

Cried, boys, fight on like thunder ; 
You soon will see the rebels flee. 

In great amase and wonder. 
They began to play on our left wing. 

Where Pigot tie commanded, • 
But we returned it back again, 

With courage most undaunted. 
To our grape shot and musket balls, 

To which they were but strangers. 
They thought to come with sword in hand. 

But soon ihey found their danger. 
But our conductor he got broke 

For his misconduct sure, sir, 
The shot he sent fbr twelve pound guna, 

Were made for twenty-fours, sir. 
There 's some in Boston pleased to say. 

As we the field were taking. 
We went to kill their countrymen, 

While they thehr hay were making. 
For such stout whigs I never saw, 

To hang them all I 'd rather, 
For making hay with musket balls, 

And buck'Shot mixed together. 
As for their king JOHN HANCOCK. 

And ADAMS, if they ^re Uken, 
Their heads for signs shall hang up lugb, 

Upon that hill <»lled 'Beacon. 
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